i«s, Tuesday, hn u<lrv2i Bahrain reluctant to sign deal 
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MANAMA 1.AFP1 — Bahrain on Tuesday expressed 
reservanons about signing an agreement mediated by 
Gulf Arab states in a bid io defuse its teiritorial dis- 
pute with Qatar. A Bahraini official said Manama 
objected to a clause which undermined its argument 
lhat the Gulf states try to resolve the dispute rather 
than the International Court of Justice at the Hague. 
The agreement should be limited to ending the war of 
words between the two Gulf states and preventing 
each firomsheltenng opposition members of the other, 
he said. “Given that the draft agreement focuses on 
how to improve relations, it should therefore not con- 
tain a point mentioning the heart of the conflict,” the 
official said on condition he not be named. “I don’t 
believe we can sign the draft agreement if this point 
(about the heart of the conflict) is kept in” he said 
without giving details. 


Volume 22 Number 6435 


Jordan 


i 




An independent-Arab political daily published by the JordanPress Foundation 

<** * ■* H 4mm)M £>*• jjfelli j4J& y IjjJA. 


AMMAN WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22, 1997, RAMADAN 13, 1417 


Algiers bomb kills at least 16 

ALGIERS (AFP) — A bomb exploded Tuesday on a 
crowded street in downtown .Algiers, killing at least 16 
people and wounding many more, witnesses said The 
blasi came from a carbomb that went off as a bus was 
driving by, an AFP journalist observed Earlier reports 
said the bomb had been placed on the bus itself. “The 
bodies were completely chaired when the firemen 
removed them from the bus.” said one resident of the 
area Witnesses said many passers-by were also injured 
The blast occurred on Martyrs Street as it was packed 
with people during the evening rush hour. The blast came 
hours after militants vowed ro continue their terror cam- 
paign against the government. 

See earlier story on page 5 


Price: Jordan 200 Fils 


Kabariti receives Israeli, 
French messages 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Karim Kabar- 
iti on Tuesday received Israeli 
Ambassador to Jordan Shimon 
Shamir, who relayed to him a 
message from Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy. The 
message dealt with the posi- 
tive developments in the Isr- 
ael i-Palesnni an trade of the 
peace process, particularly the 
Hebron agreement. Mr. Kabar- 
iti and Mr. Shamir discussed 
bilaieral relations. Mr. Kabari- 
ti also received French Ambas- 
sador Bernard Bajolet. who 
conveyed to him a message 
from French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette. The mes- 
sage said France highly appre- 
ciated His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's efforts in bringing about 
the Hebron agreement Mr. 
Kabariti and Mr Bajolet 
reviewed issues of common 
concern and bilaieral relations. 

Egyptian 'spy* 
remanded in custody 

CAIRO (AFP) — A Cairo 
court on Tuesday extended the 
detention of an Egyptian civil 
servant accused of. spying for 
Israel for another 30 days, 
judicial sources said. Samir 
Osman, 47, a former non-com- 
infarinnBd officer in die 
Egyptian army, was referred to 
a military tribunal in Decem- 
ber hut die court decided to 
hear the case arguing that the 
information he allegedly gave 
Israel was “Unimportant” 

Christopher begins life 
as private citizen 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Former Secretary of State War-’’" 
ren Christopher/ hoping to 
begin a quiet retirement from 
public life, made a brief trip to 
the hospital Monday to under- 
go treatment for a broken 
wrist, sources said. Mn Chri- 
stopher injured himself while 
cleaning out the garage of his 
Washington residence in the 
posh neighbourhood of Geo- 
rgetown. State Department 
sources said. The 71-year-old 
former diplomat -in-chief, 

wearing a cast- boarded a 
plane late Monday for his 
home in California but former 
colleagues said the injury was 
minor. 

Arab group urges 
Sudan to free journalist 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
Organisation of Human Rights 
(AOHR) on Tuesday urged 
Sudan to free "immediately" 
Sudanese journalist Bakr 
Osman who has been held for 
four months without charge. 
‘No charge has been levelled 
against Ml Osman since his 
arrest and this is a flagrant 
violation of bis civil and politi- 
cal rights." (he AOHR said in 
a statement released here. It 
called cvn Sudan “to inform the 
journalist of the accusations 
against him or release him 
immediately." Mr. Osman, a 
Sudanese national, is the corre- 
spondent of the Qatari daily A1 
Watan. He was arrested four 
months ago before Sudan's 
National Assembly (parlia- 
ment) adopted in December a 
new press law stipulating ihe 
creation of a special court to 
deal with press affairs. 

Eight fined for racing 
cars in Tehran 

TEHRAN (AFP)— Iranian 
authorities fined eight young 
Tehranis 25 million rials 
($450 ) each for terrorising a 
neighbourhood by racing cars 
there, the government newspa- 
per Iran reported Tuesday. The 
two schoolgirls and six boys 
were arrested in the northwest- ! 
era residential district of | 
Ghods while racing cars. The 
students were initially sen- 
tenced to three months in jail 
but authorities later ordered 
them to pay the fines instead, 
the newspaper said. One boy, 
w*o resisted arrested, was 
ordered to pay 'three million 
rials. Youths in northern 
Tehran often organise car 
races, some of which result" in 
accidents. 


Arafat calls on Israel to 
respect pullout schedule 

Netanyahu says women prisoners would 
be freed, Yassin release is under study 

I : IsraeR premier brusfes aside deatft threats 
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ROME (Agencies) — Say- 
ing he misted Israel’s lead- 
ers, Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat on Tuesday 
urged them to stick to 
timetables for withdrawal 
from more West Bank land 
and pressed for efforts to 
involve Syria in building 
peace. 

Israel last week withdrew 
from most of Hebron and 
promised three more with- 
drawals on the West Bank 
by mid-1998. 

Speaking to the Socialist 
International, a meeting of 
politicians from parties 
with socialist links, Mr. 
Arafat expressed hope that 
the Hebron pact ‘’will be 
implemented accurately 
and bonesdy, in particular 
regarding redeployment 
from more Palestinian land 
in accordance with the des- 
ignated dates and 
timetable.” 

Asked later if be trusted 
Israeli Premier Benyamin 
Netanyahu, Mr. Arafat 
replied: “1 trust those who 
have been elected by the 
Israeli people.” 

Asked further what was 
the toughest challenge right 
now, Mr. Arafat said "the 
honesj and .complete rede- 
ployment” as set forth in 
the HebroD accord. 

“We are looking forward 
to achieving comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle 
East and we need your 
efforts,” he told the dele- 
gates, as well as the 
“efforts of all those who 
believe in this peace 
process, to move it ahead 
on the Syrian and Lebanese 
tracks.” 

Israel insists that a U.S. 
letter guaranteeing the 
Hebron accord gives the 
jewish state the sole right to 
decide the scope of the 
withdrawals to be carried 
out in three phases by mid- 
1998. 

Israeli officials say the 
Jewish state is only com- 
mitted to 

withdrawing from up to 
50-60 per cent of the West 
Bank, while the Palestini- 
ans insist the withdrawal 


IS RAELf PRIME. M i uistei Benyamin Netanyahu said 
Tuesday be . will - continue the peace process with the 
Palestinians despite reported death threats from right- 
wing extremists. 

• Tm^intiKessed^y tfatmatid 1 won't be intimidated 
by lhefn, K fffi.sard after a tour of national police head- 
.^uartof^.’T will continue what l see as the only course 
which can bring us a safe peace!” 

. Mr. Netanyahu said Tuesday there bad been a number 
■of threats against him Inn refused to elaborate. ’T have 
= confidence in ihe people responsible for ray praoual 
. security ” he smd. ’ ■ • : \ *. . .. j* r '■ ’■ 

. ■ Israel :*Ie2evisiQh. and atany .radio said, a group calling 
itself YhoJeWish Groap =of Vengeance'' issued a state- 
ment Mr, Netanyahu, 

"wholtetrays%s people and fes counjjyT 

^ ^ i^gnty seryice said Mr. 

vjeSUft QftftCf ! 

' IsrtieLTVr siu<f drat a group- by : the. stHue hame had 
.churned die Npy. 1995 assassination of 

Mizfeak Rabin: cimwi^ed ^orttoan Yigal Amuv howev- 
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A Palestinian mother leads her son past an Israeli soldier and a Jewish settler as the boy looks towards the armed men 
on Tuesday while passing near the Jewish settlement enclave of Beit Hadassah in the West Bank town of Hebron 
(Reuter photo) 


i. : Mariy.' > in : tiK fcraell;righfcwrag: wfe sHpported Mr: j 
, Ifemyahp jrari^.:>£ay e&ctibn ,bijteriy critidsed die. 
Hebron; agreement asn fr^ayal his oketkm prontisr . 

. es; and gx^a appeared condemrang hiin as a traiior. ! 


must be negotiated with 
them. 

Nabil Abu Rdaina, a 
senior Arafat adviser, told 
the RAI Television station 
on the sidelines . of the 
Rome . conference that 
under the accord Israel was 
obligated to hand over 99 
per cent of the West Bank. 

“We expect, in line with 
the accords recently signed 
with the Israelis that mili- 
tary retreat from the West 
Bank will free 33 per cent 
of the land in each of the 
three phases of redeploy- 
ment," be said. 

“It is not a unilateral deci- 
sion to be taken by Israel," 
Ml Abu Rdaina said, 
adding that the terms of 
withdrawal were clearly 
mapped out in the accord 
with the previous Labour 
government in Israel and in 
She U.S- letter of guaran- 
tee. 

Ml Arafat, making his 
first appearance at the 
Socialist Internationa] fol- 
lowing the decision by his 
Fateh faction of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organ isa- 


Assad wants to work 
with Clinton for peace 


tion(PLO) to join the body 
in September, also warned 
of Israeli threats to the 
peace process. 

“This peace ... faces great 
dangers because of the set- 
tler policy, notably in 
Jerusalem, from the clo- 
sure, (and) from the eco- 
nomic blockade," he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has 
already pledged to build 
more than 2,000 new settler 
homes in the Palestinian 
territories since he took 
office in June last year. 

The decision has infuriat- 
ed the Palestinians, and 
raised concern in Washing- 
ton, the main sponsor of the 
peace process. 

In addition, thousands of 
Palestinians have lost their 
jobs since Israel enforced a 
military blockade of the 
Palestinian territories fol- 
lowing suicide bombings in 
Israel early last year. 

Former Israeli Premier 
Shimon Peres, head of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Kabariti holds talks with Hansen, 
affirms approach to refugee issue 


AMMAN (Petra.) — Prime Minister 
Abdul Karim Kabariti on Tuesday reiter- 
ated Jordan's keen interest in resolving the 
problem of Palestinian refugees on the 
basis of tbeir right -to return home or 
receive compensation as stipulated in 
U.N. resolutions. 

In a meeting with United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency (UNRWA) Commis- 
sioner-General Peter Hansen, Mr. Kabar- 
iti also reiterated that UNRWA's financial 
hardships should not adversely affect its 
services to the refugees. 

Mr. Hansen paid tribute to the Jordanian 
role under the leadership of His Majesty 
King Hussein in putting the peace process 
back on track. 

In a statement to Jordan Television, Mr. 
Hansen said: “I had the opportunity to 
review the issues facing the Palestinian 
refugee community and UNRWA as well 
as -the issues facing our future finances 
and programmes. 

“We also had an opportunity to review 
the peace process and the recent break- 
throughs, and of course, the entire 
international community is very grateful 
to the crucial role that His Majesty the 
King played in bringing about a new 
momentum to the peace process." 

He was referring to the King’s success- 
ful mediation that resulted in the signing 
of the Hebron agreement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 


Mr. Kabariti and Mr. Hansen also dis- 
cussed UNRWA services offered to 
Palestinian refugees. Mr. Hansen lauded 
Jordan’s support for the agency and asked 
the international community to adhere to 
their financial commitments to the agency 
to enable it to shoulder its responsibili- 
ties. 

Commenting on the budget problems of 
the UNRWA, Mr. Hansen told Jordan 
Television: “It is very difficult to say 
whether it is improving.* If you want to 
look at the good side of it, the 
international community has maintained 
and slightly increased its support of 
UNRWA at a time when all aid budgets 
are declining and virtually all other 
international organisations are seeing 
decreases. 

"The international community is faith- 
ful to UNRWA, but we are not seeing 
enough increases because the Palestinian 
refugee population is increasing and the 
costs of maintaining the programmes are 
increasing too. So we need a faster 
growth in our income to finance pro- 
grammes than our income through contri- 
butions. 

"If we are to maintain our services to the 
Palestinian refugees and increase them, 
we must increase our donor base and our 
income because the refugees should not ... 
feel that they are not benefining from the 
peace process." 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Syrian President Hafez A1 
Assad said Tuesday be 
wants to work with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton for Mid- 
dle East peace and congrat- 
ulated the U.S. leader at 
the start of his second term 
in office. 

Mr. Assad sent a message 
“wishing success to Presi- 
dent Clinton and the Aiiter- 
ican people, and voicing 
confidence that work will 
continue with Mr. Clinton 
to achieve a just and global 
peace in the region." 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, 
meanwhile, said he 
expects the new Clinton 
administration to try to 
rekindle the Israeli-Syr- 
ian peace process, but 
warned that U.S. pressure 
could not fora his country 
into concessions. 

"There is no U.S. pres- 
sure, and if there was it 
would not work " Mr. 
Netanyahu told reporters in 
response to a question 
about Mr. Clinton’s 
expected second term poli- 

cy- 

“We are in favour of 
resuming negotiations, but 
we have had no response 
from the Syrian govern- 
ment," he said. “With the 


start of the new U.S. 
administration I imagine 
there will be attempts to 
relaunch the negotiations." 

The official Syrian daily 
A 1 Baath called on Mr. 
Clinton, who was sworn 
in Monday, to begin his 
second term by taking 
“new initiatives" to help 
save the U.S.-sponsored 
peace process. 

“President Clinton is 
asked to take new initia- 
tives to save the peace 
process and force Israel to 
abide by it and resume talks 
(with Syria) from where 
they were left off,” said A1 
Baath, mouthpiece of the 
ruling Baath Flirty. 

Al Baath said Mr. 
Netanyahu’s refusal to pull 
out from the Golan Heights 
“is proof of the Israeli will 
to foil the peace process 
and obstruct any 
international effort” to save 
iL 

Negotiations between 
Syria and Israel have been 
frozen since February, ai 
the start of a wave of dead- 
ly suicide bombings in the 
Jewish state. 

Mr. Netanyahu rejects 
any territorial concession to 
Syria in return for peace, 
while Damascus insists on 
the return of the Golan. 


Palestinians Mahdi calls on army to revolt; 
turn down rebels claim 1,260 troops killed 

LlbV3. offer CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudan’s best known to join the opposition in Eritrea. 

dissident on Tuesday uraed the army and i In his statement. Mr. Mahdi claimed that the 


SALLUM (AFP) — Some 
250 Palestinian refugees 
stranded on the Libyan- 
Egyptian border since their 
expulsion from Libya in 
October 1995 turned d&wn 
on Tuesday a Libyan offer 
to take them back. :i 

“We unanimously reject 
this offer because we warn 
written guarantees that we 
will return to our homes and 
our jobs in Libya," refugee 
spokesman Adel Luqa told 
reporters at the no-man’s 
land tent camp. 

The refugees meanwhile 
hurled sticks and stones at a 
20-strong Palestinian dele- 
gation dispatched by Tripoli 
to the tent camp to persuade 
the others to return. 

The refugees shouted 
obscenities at Tripoli's 
negotiators "accusing them 
of being Libyan agents who 
wanted to them back with- 
out guarantees.” “These 
unfortunate people prefer to 
spend the rest of their lives 
in the desen rather than 
experience again ill treat- 
mentor face other (Libyan) 
expulsions," said another 
refugee, Musa Mohammad. 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Sudan’s best known 
dissident on Tuesday urged the army and 
police to overthrow President Omar Al 
Bashir, saying that his Islamic govemmem 
was to blame for the country's bloody strife. 

Sadeq A) Mahdi 's cull coincided with a 
claim earlier Tuesday by an alliance of south- 
ern Sudanese rebels and other opposition 
forces ihar they had killed 1.260 government 
troops in their latest push in a two-week 
offensive against the government. 

Their advance is headed towards the 
Roseires dam in southeast Sudan, which pro- 
vides about 80 per cent of the electricity used 
in the Sudanese capital Khartoum. 

The government says that the rebels are 
aided by neigh bouring Ethiopia and Eritrea, 
but both countries deny the charge. 

Mr. Mahdi. a former prime minister ousted 
by General Bashir in a 1989 coup, said the 
Sudanese armed forces and police had the 
option of following Gen. Bashir's orders and 
embroiling the country in fun her bloodshed. 

“Or you can stand against the National 
Islamic Front (NIF) and free (he country from 
its grasp and open the way to peace and 
democracy." he said in a statement. 

The NIF. like all other political parties in 
Sudan, was disbanded by Gen. Bashir when 
he seized power in 1989. But its leader Has- 
san Turubi. now parliament speaker, and sev- 
eral senior members of the from are known to 
enjoy vast influence over the Bashir govern- 
ment. 

Tuesday's call by Mr. Mahdi on the army 
and police to oust the government was ihe 
first by the veteran Oxford-educated politi- 
cian since he slipped out of Sudan last month 


to join the opposition in Eritrea. 
i In his statement. Mr. Mahdi claimed that the 
ermy already was showing signs that it was 
"siding with the people." He gave no details, 
saying only that these signs prompted the 
government to send army units outside the 
capital Khartoum for tear of a coup. 

Mr. Mahdi left Egypt last week for an 
undisclosed destination. 

In Asmara, the Eritrean capital, the Nation- 
al Democratic Alliance (NDA) said its forces 
had so far captured 1 1 garrisons in the south- 
ern and eastern regions of the Blue Nile state, 
and were within 60 kilometres of the town of 
Damazein. 470 kilometres southeast of Khar- 
toum and site of the Roseires dam. 

But in Khartoum, the official Sudan News 
Agency (SUN A) quoted army spokesman 
Mohammad Sanoussi as saying that the situa- 
tion on the eastern border was calm. 

John Garang. the U.S.-educated leader of 
the Sudan People's Liberation Army — the 
main southern rebel group — said in a state- 
ment in Asmara Tuesday that the latest 
advances marked the end of the first phase in 
the campaign to oust the government. 

He sad ihe NDA forces, which include his 
SPLA. had killed 1.260 govern mem soldiers 
and seized a large quantity of weapons, 
including tanks, artillery pieces and ammuni- 
tion. He said the rebels had lost 
92 fighters. 

Gen. Sanoussi, the army spokesman in 
Khartoum, did not comment nn Colonel 
Garang's claims and only denied last week’s 
claim that 150 government soldiers were 
killed in a clash with the rebels. One soldier 
was killed and eight were wounded, he said. 


Public 

cautioned 

against 

suspicious 

letters 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Bomb 
detectors have been 
installed at the Queen Alia 
International Airport and the 
main mail sorting office as 
well as the parcel office in 
downtown Amman, Minis- 
ter of Posts and Telecom- 
munications Jamal Sarairah 
said Tuesday. 

The measure was taken 
following a message lhat the 
government received from 
die Universal Postal Union 
(UPU) warning of letter- 
bombs after a recent 
international wave of such 
devices were reported. Most 
of them were addressed to 
the Saudi-owned Al Hayat 
newspaper, which is based 
in London. 

In a statement to the Jor- 
dan Times. Mr. Sarairah 
also cautioned the public to 
“handle with care any letters 
that they receive from 
anonymous addresses, espe- 
cially envelopes containing 
bulging cards that make 
music when you open 
them.” 

Mr. Sarairah said the UPU 
warning said that the union 
had received information 
that a large number of letter- 
bombs, identical in shape, 
was being mailed interna- 
tionally. 

The letter-bombs, whose 
origins were not mentioned 
in the warning, come in 
white 14x16.5 centimetre 
envelopes. Components of 
the letter-bombs, the UPU 
said, were put in musical 
greeting cards designed in a 
way that make them 
explode once the card is 
pulled out of the envelope 
or as soon as the card itself 
is opened. The components 
of bombs cannot be discov- 
ered by X-ray machines, the 
UPU memo said. 

The memo called on any- 
one receiving a letter heav- 
ier than usual or with no 
address of a sender or bears 
unknown name and address 

•io exercise extreme caution 
while handling them anti to 
inform the concerned secu- 
rity depan ments when they 
are in doubt. 

Mr. Sarairah said that 
stringent instructions have 
been passed to the con- 
cerned Jordanian authorities 
to take precautionary mea- 
sures and to ensure that all 
outgoing and incoming let- 
ters are checked thoroughly. 
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Iran says it wants defence 
cooperation with India 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Iran considers India a 
“strategic friend" with 
which it wants to step up 
defence cooperation, 
Tehran’s ambassador here 
said in remarks published 
Tuesday. 

“The possibilities and 
potential for bilateral 
defence cooperation is very 
high." the Times of India 
daily quoted Ali Reza 
Sheikh Attar as saying at a 
meeting of defence expens 
here Monday. 

“We have common inter- 
ests. We have shown readi- 
ness for a good beginning, 
and we hope that actual 
steps in this regard will be 
taken from your side," the 
ambassador said. 

He said Iran's friendship 
with India would not affect 
Pakistan, which is New 
Delhi's arch foe in the 
region. 

“I don't see any contra- 
diction. Pakistan is our 


neighbour. But India is 
important," Mr. Attar said 
in a lecture at the United 
Services Institute, a mili- 
tary think-tank. 

India and Iran, he added, 
‘*had the highest level of 
understanding.’’ 

The two nations have 
good relations despite New 
Delhi's traditionally close 
ties with Iraq. 

Both New Delhi- and 
Tehran are bitterly opposed 
to the Taleban militia’s 
takeover of the Afghan cap- 
ital Kabul four months ago, 
a move the ousted Afghan 
government claims was 
backed by Pakistan. Islam- 
abad denies the charge. 

Three Indian warships 
visited the southern Iranian 
port of Bandar Abbas in 
November. They were the 
second foreign warships to 
visit the port, after an 
Omani naval carrier, since 
the Islamic revolution in 
1979. 



Palestinian children sit on the window as an Israeli soldier keeps watch from their 
rooftop in the Israeli-controlled part of the West Bank town of Hebron after Israel hand- 
ed over 80 per cent of the town to Palestinian control this week (AFP photo) 


FLOATING HOSPITAL: Ukrainian doctors serving 
aboard the floating eye hospital, Peter the Great, stand 
in front of the vessel docked in Dubai port More than 
1,500 patients have already been treated aboard the ves- 
sel, which will stay in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
until June (AFP photo) 


Iranian in Australia says he 
faces death if deported home 


Billionaire patron pledges to invest 
in Jewish settlements in W. Bank 


Kurd activist accuses 
U.S. of harassment 


WASHINGTON (R) — A 
Kurdish activist charged 
with grand theft and 
forgery in connection with 
student loans obtained in 
the name of a dead child on 
Monday accused the U.5. 
State Department of harass- 
ment. 

The activist. Kani Xulam. 
told Reuters in a telephone 
interview: ‘1 have cooper- 
ated with the authorities in 
every instance and find the 
continuous harassment by 
the United States State 
Department unjustified." 

Turkish officials have 
accused Mr. Xuiam of 
being a leader of the Kur- 
distan Labour Party' iPKK). 
which is fighting for inde- 
pendence or autonomy 
from Turkey, a close NATO 
ally. The United States con- 
siders (he PKK a terrorist 
group. 

Mr. Xulam. who said he 
had been freed on his own 
recognisance, insisted nei- 
ther he nor his American 
Kurdish Information Net- 
work i AKIN I are affiliated 
with terrorist groups. 
"AKIN is a non-profit 
human rights organisation 
promoting the human rights 
of the Kurds.” he said, 
adding he lied Turkey years 
ago “because there was 
repression there." 

Mr. Xuiam. convicted in 
1W of passport fraud, was 
arrcMcJ for a second time 
on Friday by Washington 
D.C. police and State 
Department diplomatic 


security agents. 

He was charged with 
grand theft, perjury and 
forgery for fraudulently 
obtaining mure than 
S 1 3,000 in federal and stare 
college aid. authorities 
said. 

Mr. Xulam was heading 
AKIN when he was fin?t 
arrested in April 1996 and 
charged with passport fraud 
alter an investigation by the 
state department. 

Mr. Xulam was convicted 
in that first case of obtain- 
ing and using a passport in 
the name of Steven Barry 
Citron, an 18-momh-old 
boy who was killed with his 
family in a car crash in 
Louisiana in 1993. Mr. 
Xulam assumed his identi- 
fy- 

In that case Mr. Xulam 
was sentenced to three 
years probation and 400 
hours of community ser- 
vice. 

The arrest on Friday was 
based on charges brought 
by Santa Barbara County. 
California, which alleged 
he obtained a total of 
S 1 3.257 in student grants 
and loans provided by the 
federal and state govern- 
ments when he attended 
Santa Barbara City College 
and the University of Cali- 
fornia at Santa Barbara. 

Mr. Xulam used Citron's 
name to enroll in the col- 
leges. obtain the loans, sign 
the checks and get a dri- 
ver’s license, according to 
the arrest warrant. 


PERTH (AFP) — An Iran- 
ian seaman who abandoned 
his ship in Australia 16 
months ago says he fears 
he will be killed' if forced to 
return home, the West Aus- 
tralian newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

Abdul Amir Hamidi. 
from the city of Khor- 
ramshahr in southwestern 
Iran, has made a desperate 
final appeal to Australian 
Immigration Minister 
Philip" Ruddock to be 
granted political asylum 
here. 

The paper said Mr. Hami- 
di. who is living in a Penh 
suburb pending a decision 
on his status, feared he 
would be forced to leave 
Australia when his visa 
expired Thursday. 

But a spokesman for the 
Immigration Department 
said Mr. Hamidi ’s final 
application was still being 
considered and he would 
not be forced to leave until 
the minister had responded. 

Mr. Hamidi, whose age 
was not given, told the 
paper his 15-year-old 
cousin, a member of Iran’s 


exiled opposition Muja- 
hedeen-e-Khalq. was exe- 
cuted last year. He said he 
feared his own former links 
with the group would also 
make him a target for Iran- 
ian security forces. 

Mr. Hamidi has asked 
Ruddock to o venule the 
Immigration Department 
and a refugee review tri- 
bunal, both of which reject- 
ed his earlier applications 
to stay in Australia. 

Mr. Hamidi told the 
paper he first came to the 
notice of Iranian authori- 
ties in 1988 when he 
argued with members of 
the country's revolutionary 
guard over his wife’s cloth- 
ing. Officials had claimed 
she had hair showing, he 
said. He said he was det- 
ained for three months over 
this altercation. 

When he arrived in Fre- 
mantle, western Australia’s 
major port, aboard an Iran- 
ian ship in September 
1995, he discovered Iran- 
ian security forces had 
been to bis house and 
decided to seek asylum in 
Australia. 


TEL AVIV (API — Aus- 
tralian Joseph Gutnick. an 
ultra-orthodox billionaire 
who funded a huge street 
campaign that helped bring 
Benyamin Netanyahu to 
power, said Monday he 
planned to help Hebron's 
Jewish seeders expand their 
community. 

“We want ta bring more set- 
tlers to Hebron. We have a 
right, just as the Arabs have a 
right, to build." said Mr. Gut- 
nick. whose Chabad move- 
ment opposed last week's 
Hebron pullout and accused 
Mr. Netanyahu of breaking 
promises to them to hold onto 
the city. 

“1 am willing to invest sub- 
stantial amounts of money.” 

Mr. Gutnick said he will get 
past his anger over the 
"betrayal" and work with Mr. 
Netanyahu. "We have faith in 
the prime minister that he will 
do and act to help the settlers, 
that their rights will be looked 
after,” he told the AP in a rare 
interview. 

The late Habad leader — 
Brooklyn' Menachem Schn- 
eerson. known as the Lub- 
avicher Rebbe — opposed the 
idea of returning parts of the 
‘■biblical land of Israel" to the 
Arabs in exchange for peace. 

A Chabad rabbi recently 


revealed that as a candidate in 
last May’s election. Mr. 
Netanyahu promised the 
movement in writing that he 
would not give up more West 
Bank land. Habad then staged 
a nationwide street campaign 
that helped tilt the momentum 
of the election against incum- 
bent peacemaker Shimon 
Peres. 

The slogan used in that 
campaign — "Netanyahu is 
good for the Jews" — 
prompted criticism from lib- 
eral groups. 

Mr. Gutnick reiterated 
Monday that “we have no 
problem with Netanyahu .. 
Being good for the Arabs, but 
we want him also to be good 
for the Jews." 

Schneerson, who was 
believed by many in Habad to 
be the Messiah, chose the 
Melbourne billionaire to be 
his emissary to Israel's Jews 
several years ago. 

Mr. Gutnick. 50. studied at 
Schneerson ’s rabbinical col- 
lege in Crown Heights. At the 
rebbe’s urging he bought a 
parcel of land where he struck 
gold and later found dia- 
monds. Today, the bearded, 
bespectacled father of 11 is a 
major Chabad benefactor. 

Mr. Gutnick has already 
invested heavily in the 450 


Jews who live amid Hebron's 
1 20 .000 Palestinians. He has 
funded several of the commu- 
nity's homes and the settlers' 
coffee shop near the Ibrahi- 
mi Mosque in the city bears 
his name. 

Addressing some 200 
Chabad leaders at the move- 
ment’s annual conference in 
Jerusalem Monday, Mr. Gut- 
nick. who was protected by 
three body guards, found him- 
self facing demands for a 
tougher Line against Mr. 
Netanyahu's peace moves. 

“It was not the rebbe's way 
to fight," Mr. Gutnick told the 
audience members. all 
dressed in the traditional 
black hats and coats of 
Chabad. 

When one man interrupted 
and insisted the group stage 
demonstrations, Mr. Gutnick 
countered: “I am also against 
the agreement. But if I go out 
into the street and shout, how 
will it help? We will work 
through diplomatic, peaceful 
means.” 

Others in the audience 
called for quiet when the man 
tried to press bis point again. 

Explained Mr. Gutnick: "I 
was the rebbe's personal 
emissary. He sent me — he 
did not send that individual 
who asked the questions." 


Iranian Mujahedeen denies leader’s wife turned out of France 


NICOSIA (AFP) — The 
Iranian opposition Muja- 
hedeen has denied that 
Maryam Rajavi, the wife of 
their leader, had been asked 
to leave France where she 
had lived since 1993. 

“The French government 
has never asked Mrs. 
Rajavi to leave France. Her 
status as a political refugee 
in France remains fully 
intact." Vetran opposition 
leader massud Rajavi said 
in a statement issued by his 
movement in Baghdad. 

He said that “on the basis 


of the Frenqh constitution 
and refugee laws" nobody 
could prevent her living in 
France. 

The statement followed 
an announcement earlier 
Monday by the French for- 
eign ministry that Mrs. 
Rajavi had left France. 
Ministry spokesman 
Jacques Rummelhardt said 
Rajavi, head of the Nation- 
al Council of Iranian Resis- 
tance, “is no longer in 
France." but he refused to 
specify when she left the 
country or whether she 


would be allowed to return. 

According to well- 
informed sources, French 
authorities have “advised" 
her not to come back to 
France. 

In Iran, the weekly Kay- 
han Havai said Rajavi “was 
forced to leave France and 
asked not ro return". 

The weekly said she had 
arrived in the Iraqi capital 
last month to join her hus- 
band and to. take part in a 
gathering of T0.000 Muja- 
hedeen fighters. 

Officials in the nonhem 


French town of auvers-sur- 
oise, where Raj'avi had been 
living in exile, said she had 
left at the end of November. 

“Mrs. Rajavi chooses the 
place of her activities at any 
time, according to her own 
decision and to (he highest 
interest of the Iranian peo- 
ple and resistance and this 
has nothing to do with any 
other government or party," 
the statement from the 
Mujahedeen said. 

Referring to the Iranian 
press reports that she had 
been asked not to return to 


France, the statement said: 
“these lies reflect the 
despair and fear of the mul- 
lahs after Mrs. Rajavi’s trip 
to the border of Iran-Iraq 
and her presence among the 
combatants of the Libera- 
tion Army of Iran.” 

Mrs. Rajavi’s presence in 
France was revealed in 
1993 and French authorities 
at the time said she was 
there on a strictly personal 
basis. They said she was 
granted the status of politi- 
cal refugee in 19S3. The 
status was renewed in 1991. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Td. 773111-19 
PROGRAMME TWO 



13:10 Min Al Ham Al 

Moh.imrr.jdi 

13:30 .... 


, U-.UG .... 

.French Programmes 

; 14:30 .... 

Science Fiction 

— Escape From Jupiter 

: 15:00 .. . 

Feature Film 

. - “White Water Rebels" 

, 16:50 . 


And Ittar 


: 17:30 .. 

...The Nluppet Show 

18:00 .... 

Doc. — Ushujia 

I«*:0U .... 


j 19:15 M 

amarine — Sports El 

Musiqutf 


19:30 ... 


‘ 19:35 ... 

. ..Bakci \ Field P.D. 

' 20:02 .... 

Oriental Russ 

20:30 .. 


21:10 ... 

....N.B.A. Ba-skethall 

22:00 ... 

News in English 

[ 

...Journey into Islam 

; 23:50 .. 

Cobra 

j 23:50 ... 


! — "Race 

of Angel (Pc 11* 


Ramadan Talks 

PRAY ER TIMES 

05:10 


, 06:30 


11:47 


1 14:39 


I 17:114 

..Mashrch 

1 1&24 — "Uha 


$L Joseph Church Tel. 624390 
Church of the Annunciation 
Tel. 6374-10. 

De ta Salle Church Tel. 
661757. 

Terra Suncti Church TeL 622366 
Anglican Church Td. 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Church 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church 
Tel. 77526 1 . 

SC Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman International 
Church Td. S27126 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church Tel S2432K. 

German-speaking Evangeli- 
cal Congregation Td. 845457 
The Latter-Day Saints Td. 
654932. 

Church of Xasuvne TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. HI 1295 
English-speaking Latin 
Catholics Parish Td. 61 4 19(1. 


Amman 

03/ 1 1 

09/2 J 

Deserts. 

— .01/13 


Jordan Valley SIR/ 19 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 13. Aqaba 21 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 45 per 
cent. Aqaba 40 percent. 


| CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth 
I Church Sweifieti. Td. KHI740 
' Assemblies or Cod Church 

i Td. 6327X5. 


WEATHER 

Bul/erin supplied b\ the 
Department of Meteon '%>' 
Under the effect of a depres- 
sion affecting the Kingdom, 
tempera lures are expected to 
drop with skie.s cloudy hi part- 
ly cloudy and scattered show- 
ers falling over different areas. 
In Aqaba, skies will be partly 
cloudy, winds northerly mod- 
erate. and seas calm. 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Arafat AJAsbhab 6025U7 

Dr. Avman Al Muhtaseb 875748 
Dr. Jamal Jbara 

,847.151 

Dr. Abbas Al Hakeem 
... .885446 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy ...890280 

Al Asema pharmacy 6371 155 

Al Salam pharmacy ..636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 
Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

1RBID: 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baker --276K52 

Al Quds pharmaev (— ) 

ZARQA: 

Dr. HDaJAl Saved 986702 

Khalifdi pharmacy .,.985417 


Civil Defence Emergency 
199 

Rescue Police 192. 621 1J1. 
637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police. 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department 
630321 

Hotel Complaints 605X00 

Price Complaints 66 1 1 76 

Water and Sewerage Com- 
plaints... — ...897467 

Amman Municipality Com- 
puting ..787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reparis 62310] 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 
661101 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6801(10 

Jordan Electricity Authority 
815615 

Electric Power Company 

63638 1 

RJ Flight Information 08- 
53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport OK- 
532(H) 


EMERGENCIES 
Food Control Centre .63711 1 
Civil Defence Department 
6611)1 

Civil Defence Immediate 
Rescue 630341 


HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 
X 138 13/32 

Khalidi Maternity. 6442X1/6 


A kileh Maternity. 642441/2 
Jabai Amman Maternity 
642362 

Malhas. J. Amman ...636140 
Palestine. Shmeisani 

607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669 1 3 1 
University Hospital 845X45 
Al-Muasher Hospital 

667227/9 

The Islamic- Abdafi 666126/37 

Al-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreen777 1 0 1 /3 

AI-Bashir, .775111/26 

Army. Marka. X9I61 1/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 
602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The Arab Centre for Heart 
and Special Surgery .-865 Jy9 
ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 
(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 
(09/900560 

lbn Sina Hospital(09}9X6732 
Al Hikma Modern Hospital 
(09)990990 
1RB1D: 

Princess Basma Hospital 
(02J275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 
102)272275 

ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

(02) 247 l(K) 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03) 314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

This information is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian (RJ) infor- 
mation department at the 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (08)53200 where it 
should always be verified 
Information on other flights 
are supplied on phone 08 
(527(H)) or 08(53250). 


12:40. 
13:30.. 
15:05 .. 
15:45... 
20:10... 
21 : 00 .. 
21:40.. 
22:20.. 
22:45.. 
23:10 .. 
23:15.. 
01:55.. 


-- Abu Dhabi (GF) 

.Tunis (TU) 

— ..Vienna (OS) 

Algiers (AH) 

— ....Beirut (ME) 

.Paris. Damascus (AF) 

— .Tel Aviv fLY) 

Lamaea (CY) 

...Athens. Beirut (OA) 

— Istanbul (TK> 

Amsterdam (KL) 

London (BA) 


Hospital 


Hospital 


ARRIVALS 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:25 .Damascus (RJ) 

07:35 Lamaea (RJ) 

08:35 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:50 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 
11:30 ....Abu Dhabi (add) (RJ) 
14:45 New York, Amsterdam 
(RJ) 

16:25 ..Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

16:45 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:45 ....Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 
17:50 .. Frankfurt Vienna (RJ) 
18:00 .......Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

London. Berlin (RJ) 

Paris. Brussels (RJ) 

20:15 Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

23:1° - Beirut (RJ) 

01:35 Cairo (RJ) 

03:55 Singapvire. Kuala 

Lumpur (RJ) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:20 Aqaba (RW) 

.Tel Aviv (RW) 


Hospital 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Other Flights 

- - Cairo (MS) 

,0,3 ? leddah (SVj 

12:35 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (FK^ 


departures 

10:40 .....Rome. London (RJ) 
HslO -...Istanbul (RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New York 
(RJ) 

Casablanca (RJ) 

JoiS? Jttldab (add) (RJ;, 

— ■ ■«> Aviv (add) (RJ) 

Colombo (RJ) 

S Beirut (RJ) 

Jata roiadd)(RJ) 

7 0 ' 00 - - — Bombay (RJ) 

20:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJ) 

vt'nA « New Delhi (RJ) 

■21:00 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

Muscat (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Sanaa (RJ; 

Other Flights 

Beirut (ME) 

32 Cairo (MS) 

lz - ro Jeddah (SV) 


Israeli 
cosmetics 
seized in 
Bahrain 


MANAMA (AFP) — 
Bahrain has seized Israeli- 
made cosmetic products 
from a store here in line 
with a longstanding Arab 
economic boycott of Israel, 
officials said Tuesday. 

Customs Director Jassem 
Jamshir told Akhbar Al 
Khaleej newspaper that 
454 jars and bottles of 
Israeli-made cosmetics 
were seized from the store, 
and said “this kind of mer- 
chandise is not available 
elsewhere on the market," 

The newspaper said it 
had alerted the authorities 
about the supplies after a 
Palestinian woman recog- 
nised Hebrew writing on 
the products and brought a 
bottle to the paper's atten- 
tion. 

Mr. Jamshir said the store 
did not know how the 
Israeli shipment arrived 
here because it was part of 
a larger delivery exported 
by a British company. 

Bahrain bans trade with 
Israel under the Arab boy- 
cott imposed on Israel after 
its creation in 1948, 
although Bahrain and its 
five Gulf Arab neighbours 
in 1994 lifted an indirect 
boycott on countries doing 
business with Israel. 

Qatar and Oman last year 
became the first gulf states 
to open direct trade links 
with Israel. 

Jordan and Egypt have 
been trading with Israel 
under their peace treaties 
and the Palestinians are 
linked closely to the Israeli 
economy, but most other 
Arab states observe the 
boycott. 


S. Arabia welcomes 
Hebron withdrawal 


The Saudi cabinet on 
Tuesday welcomed Israel’s 
withdrawal from most of 
the West Bank town of 
Hebron and threw its 
weight behind the Arab- 
Israeli peace process. 

In its first reaction to the 
withdrawal, the cabinet at 
an overnight meeting 
chaired by King Fahd 
“welcomed the Hebron 
accord and reiterated its 
support for the peace 
process and the establish- 
ment of a fair and lasting 
peace." 

The statement was car- 
ried by the official Saudi 
Press Agency. 

Israel withdrew from 
most of Hebron on Friday 
after Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat clinched the long- 
delayed agreement on 
redeployment in the flash- 
point town lasr week. 


13:30 .Bahrain, Abu Dhabi (GF) 

IS^O Beirut, Abu Dhabi. 

Karachi (PK) 

J4:3 ° ~ .Tunis (TU) 

1 5:50 Vienna (OS) 

16:30 — Shariqah (AH) 

22:50 — Tel Aviv (LY) 

23:10 - Lamaea (CY) 

23:55 ...Damascus. Paris (AF) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

••■■■ Marka (RW) 

20:50 -Aqaba (RW) 


market prices 

UpperAower price in fils per kg. 


Apple ... 

Banana 


Banana (imported). 
Cabbage..- 

Carrot ~ 

Cauliflower. _ 

Cucumber (large) ., 
Cucumber (small) . 

Eggplant. 

Fava beans 

Garlic ...... 

Grape frail 

Lemon 

Marrow (large) 

Marrow (small) 

Onion (green) 

Onion (dryj 

Orange 

peas I;;;;;;;;;- 

Pepper (hot) ’.’Z..: 

(sweet) ........ 

Potato 

Radish 

Spinach 

String beans 

Tomato 


700/500 

-...550/550 

-.900/700 

.60/40 

- — .220/160 

170/100 

-.160/110 

. — -290/200 

140/100 

.900/700 

— 1150/950 

150(80 

.—...360/250 
. — 120/100 

180/60 

- 160/100 

210/100 

—...550/400 

— 900/700 

- -280/180 

.320/200 

- .270/160 

130/100 

-230/150 

600/400 

170/100 
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Hebron withdrawal 


Home News 


Her Majesty Queen Noor Tkiesday hosts an iftar for the members of the Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation, the Jerash Festival of Culture and Art’s Higher National Commit- 
tee, the National Task Force for Children, the staff and students of the Jubliee School 
and the donors to Al-llm Noor Student Relief Fund at Jabri. Also attending the iftar 
were members of the Noor Al Hussein Board of Trustees, which includes Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariti, Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf, Minister of Industry 
and Trade Ali Abul Ragheb and Senator Leila Sharaf (Petra photo) 

Grant agreement signed between 
Japan, Queen Alia Fund 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A gram 
agreement was signed yes- 
terday between the Japan- 
ese Embassy in Amman 
and the Queen Alia Fund 
for Social Development 
(QAF). 

According to a QAF 
statement, the Japanese 
embassy will provide a 
grant of about SI 3,000 to 
support projects for the dis- 
abled in southern Jordan. 

The agreement was 
signed by Japanese 
Ambassador Takayuki 
Kimura and QAF Execu- 
tive Director Dr. Awni 
Bashir. 

The fund is implementing 
various projects such as 
provision of treatment units 
for the handicapped, sup- 
port of societies and institu- 


tions for people with spe- 
cial needs, and equipping 
special remedial classes in 
government schools, the 
statement said. 

The fund’s most recent 
project involves home 
training for disabled chil- 
dren in the presence of their 
mothers that the latter 
might grasp training tech- 
niques specific to disabled 
children. 

Meanwhile, a Japanese 
embassy statement main- 
tained that the Japanese 
government will donate a 
min-bus to the Queen Alia 
Fund for Social Develop- 
ment worth $12,711 and to 
be used for 'transportation 
of staff to visit families 
with disabled members to 
leach methods of caring for 


the disabled. 

The gram is provided 
within the framework of the 
Japanese Grant Assistance 
for Grassroots Project 
(GAGP). the statement 
said. 

This assistance has main- 
ly been extended to non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs), research institutes, 
hospitals and local govern- 
ments. with emphasis in 
such areas as primary 
health care, poverty relief, 
basic job training, women 
in development, environ- 
ment, primary education 
and assistance to the dis- 
abled. 

Through GAGP. Japan 
has donated $1,559,969 to 
Jordan since 1993. 


Japanese delegation to aid 
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AMMAN H.T.> — A 
Japanese delegation is due 
to arrive in Jordan this 
month to help the Jordanian 
National Population Com- 
mission (JNPC) implement 
a national strategy endorsed 
last year, according to a 
JNPC statement issued 
Tuesday. 

The announcement was 
made following a commis- 
sion meeting, held undeT 
the chairmanship of the 
Minister of Labour Abdul 
Hafez Shakhanbeh, to 
review preparations for the 
Japanese delegation’s work 
and the commission's pro- 
grammes on population 
activities. 

One member of the dele- 
gation said that Japan has 


pledged to partially finance 
the commission's pro- 
grammes including repro- 
ductive health and expand- 
ed family planning ser- 
vices. 

The National Population 
Strategy, endorsed by the 
Council of Ministers in 
March 1996, seeks to 
improve maternal and child 
health, expand family plan- 
ning services, reduce con- 
genital disabilities, foster 
public awareness regarding 
population issues, improve 
women’s status, ensure 
housing, improve educa- 
tion, enhance employment 
opportunities and achieve a 
balance between popula- 
tion, natural resources and 
environmental protection. 


Last year, the government 
instructed all of its affiliat- 
ed agencies to implement 
these strategies, each in its 
own jurisdiction and to 
assign qualified liaison 
officers for coordination 
with the JNPC which is 
charged with implementing 
tasks connected with popu- 
lation activities, pro- 
grammes and information. 

The Tuesday meeting was 
anended by commission 
members including repre- 
sentatives of the Ministries 
of Planning and Health as 
well as the Department of 
Statistics, the Civil Status 
and Passports Department 
and JNPC secretary general 
Nabih SaJameh. 


Building’s collapse blamed on structural faults 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jonlan Times 

AMMAN — Civil Defence 
Department (CDD) officials 
Tuesday blamed the collapse 
of an apartment in Masar- 
weh neighbourhood follow- 
ing a gas cylinder explosion 
to structural faults. There 
were no fatalities reported. 

Lieutenant Colonel 

Mohammad Izzidin 

Kteishat, director of the Sup- 
port and Rescue Department 
at the CDD said the apart- 
ment. which collapsed at 
H:30 a.m. onto surrounding 
houses in the crowded 
neighbour himd "did not 
meet building codes or spec- 
ifications." 

“The walls of the fifth 
floor apartment were weak 
and when the explosion 
occurred, due to a gas leak- 
age,- the walls collapsed and 
the building's roof partially 
caved in." Lieut. Col. 
Kteishat said. 

An .official source, who 
requested anonymity, told 
the Jordan Times that the 
facility neither had any 
building licence nor contrac- 
tor to supervise its construc- 
tion. 

Die CDD official further 
maintained that inexperi- 
enced foreign workers were 
responsible for handling 
repairs for the five-story 


building. 

"I was sitting in my house 
when 1 suddenly heard a 
loud noise, then bricks and 
stones banging against my 
wall," one of the building, 
residents said. “I thought it 
was an earthquake." 

He added that when he 
went to .examine the situa- 
tion. he saw srone blocking 
the building's passage and, 
he said, his neighbour's 
building was no longer pos- 
sessed of outside walls. 

“We had to evacuate the 
entire building as we leajred 
that the entire building might 
collapse due to the partially 
caved roof,” Lieut. Col. 
Kteishat explained. 

According to CDD offi- 
cials, Mohammad Abdul 
Aziz, 32, resident of the 
apartment in which the 
explosion occurred, hud just 
purchased a new gas cylin- 
der for his kitchen one day 
prior to the incident. 

"It seems that the cylinder 
had been leaking gas the pre- 
vious nighL and when Mr. 
Abdul Aziz woke up in (he 
morning and tried to light hi.s 
stove the explosion incurred 
due to the spread of gas 
throughout the apartment." 
Lieut. Col, Kteishat said. 

"The gas regulator for the 
gas cylinder was not placed 
properly and caused gas 
leakage," he said. 


He added thai Mr. Abdul 
Aziz suffered from first 
degree burns and was listed 
in fair condition. 

Lieut. Col. Kteishat said a 
committee, formed by the 
CDD. police and Amman 
municipality officials, Tues- 
day recommended demolish- 
ing the collapsed portion of 
the building, while restruc- 
turing and supporting the 
remaining four stories. 

Meanwhile, CDD reports 
said that a nine-year-nld 
child was killed Monday 
after falling in a steep valley 
in Tatlleh. 

Mohammad Mahmoud 
Hamam was reported miss- 
ing by hi.s family four hours 
prior to the incident. 

He was found by CDD res- 
cue teams later in the 
evening at the bottom » if Abu 
Hijel Valley near Bseira 
town of Tufileh 500 metres 
away from his home. CDD 
reports said. 

A forensic doctor who 
examined the child's fcvxJy 
stated that the buy died of a 
blow to the head as a result 
of the 35- metre fall. 

“Preliminary investiga- 
tions indicate that the boy 
might have been walking in 
the open area when he acci- 
dentally fell in the valley." 
the CDD official told the 
Jordan Times. 



Crown Prince 
promotes 
educational, 
industrial ties 


ZARQA (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Tues- 
day urged Jordanian 
universities to establish 
strong relations with eco- 
nomic and industrial sec- 
tors and initiate pro- 
grammes intended to fur- 
ther socio-economic and 
industrial development. 

“The role of universities 
should not be restricted to 
mere theory and graduat- 
ing students, but should 
also establish cooperation 
with civil sectors to pro- 
mote socio-econoifiic 
development,” Prince Has- 
san said during a meeting 
held at Al Hastiemieh Slate 
University in Zarqa. which 
was attended by that uni- 
versity's staff as well as 
that of the University of 
Jordan. 

"International economic 
and political developments 
and the emergence of a 
global economy are bound 
to create strong competi- 
tion," he stated, "This, in 
turn, requires upgrading 
efficiency and productivi- 

iy" 

“Jordanian universities 
should rise to the occasion 
and implement pro- 
grammes to benefit the 
local community which, in 
turn, should support univer- 
sity programmes," Prince 
H;tssan"<uid. 

"Indeed, we are looking 
forward to witnessing 
funds and donations from 
the public s industrial and 
other sectors to help 
universities pursue research 
work, avert any financial 
deficits, offer services to 
various sectors and actu-- 
alise sustainable pro-' 
grammes," he added . 

Prince Hassan described 
many universities world- 
wide as having long ago 
established ties with indus- 
trial sectors in their respec- 
tive countries and thereby 
secure donations and funds. 

He affirmed that 'this 
mechanism is equally 
applicable in Jordan as 
universities modify their 
teaching methods to make 
way for the transfer of 
modem technology. 

Prince Hassan urged Jor- 
danian universities to fol- 


low the example of other 
universities which set aside 
funds for scientific rese^irch 
which later supports the 
industries of these respec- 
tive countries. 

The Crown Prince noted 
that the University of Jor- 
dan and the Jordan Univer- 
sity of Science and Tech- 
nology (JUST) have recent- 
ly prepared a study regard- 
ing application of these 
ideas and he lauded their 
initiative in developing 
programmes designed to 
ensure strong ties with the 
private sector. 

“Jordanian institutions 
have esiublished ties with 
individual European. 

American and Canadian 
countries and we intend to 
prepare a workshop which 
will explore the idea of 
enabling countries in West- 
ern Asia to Ieam from 
nations in Eastern Asia to 
ensure academic and indus- 
trial interaction as well as 
investment," he staled. 

“The development of 
education and training is of 
paramount importance to 
Jordan, which is opening 
up to the world, now that 
most barriers impeding 
economic and trade rela- 
tions have been removed at 
regional and international 
levels.” 

He stressed that 
universities can play a lead- 
ing role in consolidating 
democracy and pluralism in 
Jordan's political life by 
promoting and increasing 
. research . and ^ . study . ftro- 
grammes in social,,, eco- 
nomic and political fields.' 

; Al Hashemieh University * 
President Mohammad 
Hamdun reviewed the 
development of the univer- 
sity and enumerated its 
many training courses as 
scientific, administrative, 
economic and pedagogical. 

Other speakers at the 
meeting included Minister 
of Higher Education 
Abdullah Ensour and Sec- 
reiaiy General of the Eco- 
nomic and Social Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) Dr. Hazem 
Beblawi. 


Official confirms slanderous 
material found in police search 


By Rana Husseini 

Special 10 the Jonkm Times 

AMMAN — A police official 
who supervised the office search 
of two jiiumalists. currently 
being tried ui the State Security 
Cuun on chaiges ol’lese majeste. 
Tuesday confirmed finding arti- 
cles and writings that were con- 
sidered slanderous. 

Nehed H altar, 37. and Abdul- 
lah Abu Ruman, 23. are charged 
with slandering His Majesty 
King Hussein and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan. 

Mr. Hatiar is charged with dis- 
tributing slanderous articles 
while Mr. Abu Ruman t is 
accused uf vi ical slander. ’ 

Captain Tala! Abu Tayeh luld 
the court dial in his search 
through tite joumulisLs' nftief on 
Aug. 20, bWft. articles and writ- 
ings were found 'Thai indeed 
slandered King Hussein “ 

"Some uf the seized articles 
were even signed by the deten- 
dant and I wn.ue a report regard- 
ing this material in the presence 
of employees (rum the office." 
Capt. Abu Tayeh added. 

State Pnisecutitr Ahmad Hnr- 
run presented the court with the 
case file at the end of the 9U- 
minuie court session, which 
included ilie defendants' own 
contessnm in addition to some 
articles and related material 
already published in Jordanian 
and foreign newspapers. 

The charges against the two 
journalists stem from articles 
they allegedly wrote during and 
after unr?N in the s»>uih of the 
country in mid- August follow- 
ing a government decision 10 litl 


direct subsidies on wheat and 
animal feed and replace the sub- 
sidy system with direct cash 
compensation for JonJanian citi- 
zens. 

According to the charge sheet, 
documents seized by police dur- 
ing the raid, included original 
drafts of articles believed to be 
the basis for the lese majese 
charges. 

The seized material apparently 
criticised authorities fur their 
decision to increase bread prices. 

Mr. Hanar. a columnist fur the 
weekly tabloid Shihan. reported- 
ly evaded arrest and went into 
hiding shortly after a police raid 
in an office he and Mr. Abu 
Ruman. a journalist, maintained 
in Amman. 

The raid cans ahead of the 
planned launching of a weekly 
tabloid for which the authnriues 
had refused to issue a licence. 

The two ate also being tried at 
the Gvil Gum on charges 
which include propagating 
material which harms natural 
unity and relations berween Jor- 
dan and Palestine, sows secutn- 
anism and eihnicisrn, instiguies 
violence, lerror and hatred, and 
undermines national unity. 

At the end of l he conn session. 
Attorneys Faisal Batasiieh and 
Sultan Hanar asked the court for 
time for their clients 10 prepare 
their lestim* inies anJ i< 1 cult fbeir 
witnesses. 

The court tribunal, comprised 
of military Judges Yousef 
Fimuri. Salem Saoudi and Aref 
Siyouf agreed and set R?b. I to 
bear ,h e defend: inis' own lesti- 
nion 1 .. mihecu'e. 


Minister, accused of 
intellectual repression, 
justifies recent sanction 


By Maria Bizri 

Special 10 the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Culture Ahmad Qudah 
Tuesday justified a recent 
circular dispatched to cul- 
tural departments by insist- 
ing that the measure in 
question was aimed at pre- 
venting cultural centres 
from being transformed 
into political party forums. 

The memorandum stated 
that cultural activities must 
secure ministry/ approval 
before convening. 

Addressing a press con- 
ference to justify the mem- 
orandum which has been 
criticised in the local press 
and during the Lower 
House's last session. Dr. 
Qudah said that cultural 
centres will not be allowed 
to serve as forums for polit- 
ical activities us political 
parlies have their own insti- 
tutions and forums. 

The miniver said the cir- 
cular was intended to 
“ensure coordination 
between the ministry's 
activities and the activities 
of the different organisa- 
tions. unions and cultural 
centres in the country.” 

According to ihe circular 
"keeping in mind that coop- 
eration is key to all success- 
ful cultural events: all cul- 
tural activities with intel- 
lectual. scientific and/or 
artistic aspects must be 
approved in writing by the 
ministiy" 

It added that if and w hen 
an event was approved by 
the ministiy. it would then 
have to receive a subse- 
quent authorisation of the 
local governor due to 
administrative and security 
obligations. 

Concerning activities 
held in the capital, the 


approval will have to be 
granted by the govemer- 
aie’s cultural director at the 
ministry, the circular stated. 

Dr. Qudah told journalists 
that the ministry 7 is not a 
"neutral agent’" and that it is 
concerned with the supervi- 
sion and administration of 
cultural events. He added 
that the ministry will not be 
involved in internal events 
of organisations yet it will 
have to approve all cultural 
events which involve ihe 
general public. 

The decision. Dr. Qudah 
added, is “merely adminis- 
trative and organisational 
and is not concerned with 
the contents of any event, 
as the ministry trusts the 
administrative boards of 
cultural organisations and 
their abidance by regula- 
tions.” 

He stressed that coopera- 
tion between culture and 
administrative officials in 
their respective municipali- 
ties should be on the same 
level as any other form of 
coopenaiion between pub- 
lic servants in different 
fields and that it should be 
governed by the same laws. 

"We are concerned with 
political culture and the 
level of awareness it creates 
among citizens, yet we tend 
to separate these two 
issues: turning cultural 

organisations and associa- 
tions into political parties 
and the creation of a certain 
level of political awareness 
among our citizens through 
cultural activities.” Dr. 
Qudah added. 

“We are not against party 
politics, rather we feel that 
our cultural institutions 
must remain neutral in 
order for them to attract 
intellectuals and wise 
men." he stressed. 


The circular was dis- 
patched on Jan. 6 and stip- 
ulated that organisers of 
any cultural, scientific or 
artistic activity acquire 
written advance consent 
from the director of their 
respective local cultural 
department who must 
examine the programme of 
the proposed activity both 
in form and content before 
official approval is autho- 
rised and later endorsed by 
the local governor. 

This circular recently 
drew bitter criticism from 
K:tmk Deputy N'azih 
Ammarin during I red 
week’s House session. 

Dr. Ammarin charged that 
the ministry was attempting 
to repress intellectual activ- 
ities and his .sentiment was 
echoed Tuesday by Al Du.s- 
tour columnist George 
Haddad who criticised the 
ministry's stand. Mr. Had- 
dad stated regret that only 
Deputy Ammarin broached 
this topic during the House 
session. 

He said that such a mech- 
anism | of approval | is 
bound to paralyse the coun- 
try's cultural movement. 

Another columnist, Mah- 
moud Rimawi, in Al Ra’i 
daily, Monday opined that 
such a measure would cata- 
pult the country back to the 
pre-democratic era and he 
also deemed impossible 
that scores of cultural cen- 
tres nation-wide seek 
approval for every activity 
before each takes place. 

Dr. Qudah denied any 
pressure from the security 
apparatus and stressed that 
the circular was purely 
ministerial. 


Kingdom reduces price of tourist 
visas for British nationals 


By a Jordan Times 
Stall Reporter 

AMMAN - In a bid to attract 
more British tourists to Jor- 
dan. the authorities have 
reduced visa fees for British 
passport holders visiting the 
Kingdom effective on Jan. 
20. a senior tourism ministry 
official said Tuesday. 

The reduction comes after 
a controversial report in the 
British press criticising Jor- 
dan for charging unusually 
high visa fees from British 
visitors. 

Akram Massarweh. secre- 
tary general of the Ministry 
of Tourism, said the reduc- 
tion in charges came as a 
result of persistent efforts 
with the Ministry of Interior, 
the final authority in deter- 
mining visa fees and related 
charges. 

As of Jan. 20. a British vis- 
itor in Jordan will pay JDS 
fur a transit visa as well as a 


one-entry visa, and JD 15 for 
a two-entry visa valid for 
three months. 

Groups each with a of min- 
imum five British nationals 
visiting Jordan as tourists are 
completely exempt from 
paying visa charges, said Mr. 
Massarweh. 

Until the reduction, visa 
fees for British nationals 
coming to Jordan was 27 
sterling pounds (approxi- 
mately. JD30) for single 
entry and 48 sterling pounds 
(approximately JD53) for 
two entries in three months. 
Exemption from groups of 
five and above took effect 
several years ago. 

“We hope that the reduc- 
tion in visa charges has 
cleared the way for an 
increased number of British 
visitors to Jordan." he told 
the Jordan Times. 

Mr. Massarweh added that 
the only controversy Jordan 
had over visa fees was with 


ihe United Kingdom. 

“Our problem was only 
with the United Kingdom 
and it has been solved now.” 
he said when asked whether 
the reduction applied to other 
nationalities. 

Normally, visa fees are 
levied on a recipnx:al basis. 
In some cases, visa fees are 
completely waived. 

It was not immediately 
known whether the United 
Kingdom was offering a sim- 
ilar reduction to Jordanians. 

In a lener sent to the Jordan 
Times on Monday, British 
Ambassador Peter Hinch- 
cliffe said a single entry visa 
to the United Kingdom cost 
33 sterling pounds (approxi- 
mately JD37) and a multiple 
entry visa for three months 
65 sterling pounds iJD72). 

“The sum of 33 sterling 
pounds is a standard one 
world- wide and not specific 
to Jordan.” -aid the ambas- 
sador. 
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VTC to inaugurate Marka institute 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Vocational Training Corpora- 
tion (VTC) is slated to inaugu- 
rate an institute at Marka 
tomorrow which will spe- 
cialise in training vocational 
instructors. 

The corporation will also lav 
the cornerstone for a metal 
industries institute at Sahab 
Industrial City near Amman. 

The two ceremonies will be 
organised under the patronage 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and attended 
by officials and industrialists. 

The Marka institute and its 
adjoining workshops have 
been erecied on an 8.400 
square metre plot of land at the 
estimated cost of JD1.5 111 ill it *n 
with equipment and machinery 
tabulating an additional JD 1 
million. 

The institute is expected to 
update vocational training 
instructors in various trade. 1 -. 
and provide them with model 
awareness and guidance pro- 
grammes for trainees at the 
vocational centres. 

The institute will also sene 
as a centre fur determining eli- 


gibility of workers in different 
trades. 

The Institute for Metal 
Industries at Suiiub is designed 
to ussisi Jordan increase 
expans of manufactured 
goods, become competitive in 
global markets, improve speci- 
fications and standards of 
national products and enable 
industries 10 alleiiate unem- 
ployment. 

It is slated to be built on 
UJ.tXWi square metres at an esti- 
mated ci>st of JD 4.071 million. 

This institute is comprised of 
workshups specialising in 
welding, metal paint, thermal 
metal testing, a casting work- 
shop and other related facili- 
ties. 

The institute will be a joint 
JorJanian-Japanese venture 
with the World Bank. 

The Japanese are underwrit- 
ing the project’s cost for land 
as well as 50 per cent of the 
institute's construction. 

They will also provide train- 
ing in Jordanians in Japan 
while the World Bank is grant- 
ing a loan to cover part of the 
construction. 


1 
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Algeria weekend car bomb 


reportedly kills 42 people 


ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
car bomb that exploded at 
the weekend in rhe Algerian 
capital's working class Bel- 
court district killed 42 peo- 
ple, rather than 21 as offi- 
cially stated, the daily Li- 
berte newspaper reported 
Tuesday. 

It said the official toll of 
21 dead and about 60 in- 
jured took into account only 
the victims rushed to the 
nearby hospital. 

Victims taken to other 
hospitals were not included 
in the toll, which has not 
been revised by authorities. 

Another newspaper said 
the toll could climb, as hos- 
pital officials say that 35 of 
the injured are in serious 
condition. 

The bomb went off Sun- 
day as the streets were 
packed with people. 

Although the blast has not 
so for been claimed by any 
group, it was blamed on the 


Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), the most extreme of 
the Islamic groups vying to 
topple rhe government in 
Algiers and install an Isla- 
mist regime. 

On Tuesday, the Islamic 
Society Movement (MSI- 
Homas) headed by Mahfoud 
Nahnah. considered a mod- 
erate. said it planned to 
launch an initiative to stop 
the bloodshed. 

"In the face of the ineffi- 
ciency of denouncing the 
attacks and in response to 
the cries of mothers, wid- 
ows and orphans. Hamas 
plans to undertake an initia- 
tive (...) that would stop the 
bloodshed and reinstate 
security and stability." a 
communique said. 

Mr. Nahnah, whose party 
has two cabinet seats in the 


government, came in sec- 
ond in the November 1995 
presidential elections by 
gamering 25 per cent of the 


vote. He was defeated by 
President Liamine ZerouaJ. 

Meanwhile, an Algerian 
Islamic militant, sought 
since October by Italian po- 
lice, has been arrested in 
Rome, the Italian news 
agency AG1 reported Mon- 
day. 

Abdul Wahab Abdul Ha- 
fid. 28, alias Mouloud Fer- 
djani, was arrested outside 
an Islamic cultural centre in 
the capital under a warrant 
issued in October by magis- 
trates in Naples. 

Charges against him inc- 
lude subversive activities, 
membership of an armed 
group and possessing 
forged documents. 

Abdul Hafid who is a mem- 
ber of the banned Islamic 
Salvation Front (FIS) was 
detained in 1995 in a swoop 
on Islamic activists in Italy 
but he was later released. 

AG1 did not say when he 
had been arrested but the 


report said Abdul Hafid had 
already been transferred to 
Naples where he will join 
another Algerian suspect, 
Djamel Lounici. 

Mr. Lounici. 34 who is 
suspected of being a senior 
figure in the exiled Algerian 
fundamentalist network in 
Europe, is to go on trial on 
April 2 in Naples for arms 
trafficking. 

Mr. Lounici, who has 
been sentenced to death in 
Algeria, was arrested in the 
northern Italian city of Pa- 
via on May 10, 1995 on a 
warrant issued by French 
magistrates. 

He is regarded by Western 
intelligence services as a 
key organiser of networks 
supplying arms to Algerian 
Islamic guerrillas fighting 
the military-backed regime 
in Algiers. 

Italy is considered by 
France to be a major rear 
base for Islamic terrorism. 


Blair woos business elite with pledge Afghan 
to leave liberal economics intact Taleban 


LONDON (AFP) — La- 
bour leader Tony Blair 
stepped up a charm offen- 
sive to win over Britain's 
business elite with a pledge 
Tuesday to leave unscathed 
the free-markel economic 
model associated with Con- 
servative former Premier 
Margaret Thatcher. 

Mr. Blair, who is widely 
tipped io win elections that 
ore expected here by May l , 
told a gathering of business 
leaders that he would build 
on the legacy of the That- 
cher years to forge a “new 
deal" for the coming centu- 
rv. 

“Labour offers business a 
new deal for the future. We 
will leave the main changes 
of the 1980s intact, but we 
will address the new agenda 
for the 21st century, focused 
on partnership between 
government and business, 
education, welfare reform, 
infrastructure and leader- 
ship in Europe." he said. 

After almost 18 years of 
Conservative government. 
Mr. Blair is convinced that 
he must win over British 
businessmen, who have tra- 
ditionally formed the back- 
bone of Tory support, to the 
Labour cause. 

In his drive to end the 
drought years. Mr. Blair has 
already ditched much of 
Labour's traditional Socia- 
list stance, including unerr- 
ing support of the trade un- 
ion movement, and has 
floated policy firmly “The 
Labour Parry — new La- 
bour — is a changed politi- 
cal party.'' Mr. Blair said. 


“We have taken our tradi- 
tional principles — the be- 
lief in justice, progress, in 
the advancement of the in- 
dividual within a decent ci- 
vic society of others — and 
applied them afresh to to- 
day. This is especially true 
in economic policy." 

His economics spokes- 
man, Gordon Brown, said 
Monday that Labour would 
not raise taxes If it came to 
power and would adopt 
spending levels already 
drafted by the Conservative 
government. 

The youthful Labour lea- 
der said that the close ties 
which have already been 
forged with leading busi- 
nessmen would have been 
“unthinkable" just two or 
three years ago. 

Mr. Blair was speaking at 
a conference organised- by 
Britain's foremost Jeft-ot- 
centre economic think tank. 

On Tuesday, the Institute 
of Public Policy Research 
(IPPR) itself published a 
report calling for a fresh 
partnership between indus- 
try and government. 

Its recommendations inc- 
luded the establishment of a 
national minimum wage 
and possible participation in 
the European Union social 
chapter. 

The report embraced a 
central strand of Labour's 
snowballing election cam- 
paign: That Britain must 
raise educational standards 
and provide adult training to 
suit the needs of the jobs' 
market. 

And the IPPR recom- 


mended the establishment 
of an independent central 
bank, to help steady the 
“roller-coaster macroecono- 


send 


my. 

There has been mounting 
speculation in the British 
press that an incumbent 
Labour government would 
itself seek to give the Bank 
of England independence, 
to put it on an equal footing 
with European counterparts 
such as Germany’s Bundes- 
bank. 

Mr. Blair said that he 
would appoint a panel of 
three “wise men” to advise 
Labour on the IPPR's find- 


Managing director of Bri- 
tish Petroleum (BP). Bryan 
Sanderson, the former di- 
rector general of fair trad- 
ing, Lord Bonie, and pro- 
fessor of political economy 
at Oxford University. John 
Vickers, will head the advi- 
sory team. 

They will consider the 
implications for Labour 
strategy of the report's key 
findings: That Britain has 
too many unsuccessful 
companies, too many un- 
der-achieving people, roo 
little investment, and too 
frequent shifts in govern- 
ment policy. 

Mr. Blair's tireless efforts 
to bring businessmen on- 
board the Labour election 
bandwagon will reach a 
peak in March, when he 
unveils his business plan for 
Britain, setting out Labour 
plans to make British indus- 
try more competitive. 


China quake leaves 12 dead, 27 hurt 


BEIJING (R) — Two major 
earthquakes rocked China's 
westernmost Xinjiang re- 
gion within a minute of 
each other Tuesday, killing 
at least 12 people, seriously 
injuring 27 and leaving sev- 
eral hundred homeless, offi- 
cials said. 

An earthquake measuring 
6.4 on the open-ended Ri- 
chter Scale struck the Jiashi 
and Artux districts at 9.47 
a.m. (0147 GMT), followed 
one minute later by a tremor 
measuring 6.3. an official of 
the Slate Seismologies! 
Bureau said. 

“It was really terrifying, 
people could not even keep 
standing up, it was so pow- 
erful." one local resident 
said by telephone from 
Jiashi. about 50 kilometres 
from the mainly Muslim 
bazaar town of Kashgar. 


At least 12 people were 
killed and 27 seriously in- 
jured. state television said. 
Several hundred people had 
been left homeless after 500 
houses collapsed and L000 
homes were severely dam- 
aged in the Jiashi district, 
populated mainly by sheep 
herders and cotton farmers. 

Tire number of casualties 
could rise as rescue teams 
and officials searched 
through rubble of collapsed 
houses, on official of the 
local Seismological Bureau 
said. 

Dozens of aftershocks had 
rocked the region and many 
people were afraid to return 
to their homes, despite free- 
zing temperatures, another 
official said. 

Many residents had 
spread’ layers of cotton felt 
on the cround and had snuc- 


gled into it to keep warm, 
he said. 

“It was a very strong 
earthquake." he said. “Peo- 
ple are all very frightened, 
especially with the after- 
shocks which seem as if 
they will never stop. Some 
are big. some are small.” 

The seismological official 
said the first earthquake had 
measured at least 6.6 on the 
Richter Scale. 

“It felt much stronger than 
last time.” he said, referring 
to an earthquake of 6.9 
magnitude that rocked Jia- 
shi in March last year, kil- 
ling 26 people and injuring 
128. 

Unlike the March earth- 
quake when officials bad 
sent out warnings of an 
impending tremor. local res- 
idents had been taken by 
surprise Tuesday, he said. 


Sri Lanka jet crashes into lagoon 


COLOMBO (AFP) — An air force jet air- 
craft crashed over north-western Sri Lanka 
Tuesday while on a mission against Tamil 
Tiger guerrillas, official sources here said. 

The " Israeli-built Kfir supersonic plane 
had taken off from the air force base at 
Katunayake, adjoining the Colombo 
International Airport, when it plunged into 
the Nesombo Lagoon, officials said. The 
pilot bailed out. 

“The pilot is safe but the aircraft is a 
write-off," the sources said adding that the 
cause of the crash was not immediately 
known. 

The crash came two days after another air 
force plane with a four-member crew 
plunged into the Indian Ocean during a 
reconnaissance mission, also against the 


Liberation Tigers of Tamil Edam (LTTE) 
in the north of the country. 

The Sri Lankan Air Force has a chequered 
flying record, losing seven aircraft between 
April 1995 and January last year. A total of 
2S0 passengers and crew were killed in the 
crashes, some of which were blamed on 
Tiger attacks. 

Last month, an air force helicopter pilot 
lost his bearings and landed inside territory 
held by Tiger rebels, but managed to escape 
to safety. 

His passengers included Deputy Defence 
Minister Anuruddha Ratwane, army chief 
Rohan Daluwatte, Police Inspector-General 
W. B. Rajaguru and the military's top field 
commander Asoka Jayewardene. 


delegation 
to Iran 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Af- 
ghanistan's Islamic Tale- 
ban militia has sent a dele- 
gation to neighbouring Iran 
in what diplomats said 
might be an attempt to 
improve strained ties. 

Mullah Haqqani, a Tale- 
ban spokesman in the sou- 
thern city of Kandahar, said 
the delegation, led by act- 
ing Foreign Minister Mul- 
lah Mohammed Ghous. 
was in Herat en route for 
Tehran. 

He did not disclose the 
purpose of the mission, 
whifch follows an Iranian 
offer to host peace talks 
among warring Afghan 


factions, including the Ta- 


leban. 

Mr. Haqqani said the 
Taleban had not been for- 
mally notified of the Iran- 
ian offer, made by Iranian 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
for Asia-Pacific Affairs 
Aiaeddin Boroujerdi at the 
weekend. 

The English-language 
Tehran Times Sunday quot- 
ed Mr. Boroujerdi as say- 
ing that any peace plan 
evolved without the partic- 
ipation of all Afghan fac- 
tions was doomed to fail. 

He said the Taleban were 
among factions expected to 
take part in the proposed 
Tehran talks. “Necessary 
coordinations have been 
made in this regard, but the 
exact dates have not been 
fixed yet,” the paper quot- 
ed him as saying. 

A spokesman for General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, a 
key member of an anti -Ta- 
leban alliance, also said no 
formal Invitation to the 
I ran ion -sponsored talks 

had arrived. 

A U.N. official said the 
proposed meeting in Teh- 
ran was not part of a U.N. 
negotiating process, al- 
though Iran has said in the 
past that it supports U.N.- 
led peace efforts. 

U.N. special envoy to Af- 
ghanistan Norbert Holl 
brought representatives of 
the Taleban and their foes 
together for three days of 
talks that ended inconclu- 
sively in Islamabad lost 
week. 

The two sides agreed to 
meet again next month to 
discuss a ceasefire, an ex- 
change of prisoners and 
other issues. 

The next day the Taleban 
launched an assault north 
of Kabul, capturing Bag- 
ram Air Base and the town 
of Charikar. 

On Monday the militia 
said it wes ready for more 
talks with Gen. Dostum 
and former government 
commander Ahmad Shah 
Masood, but rejected a key 
opposition demand for the 
demilitarisation of Kabul. 



Bush fires rage near houses on the Dandenong mountain range near Melbourne 
Tuesday. Fires have razed at least 28 homes, destroyed forests and forced the evacu- 
tion of hundreds of people from their homes in around a mountain range near the 
Victoria state capital (Reuter photo) 


Wind change increases Australian 


bushfires threat near Melbourne 


MELBOURNE (R) — 

Emergency services fight- 
ing huge bushfires near the 
southern city of Melbourne 
Tuesday hold grave con- 
cerns about an emerging 
cold front that is forcing 
winds fuelling the blazes 
toward more densely popu- 
lated areas. 

“We’ve got three fires 
which are causing -concern. 
With south westerly winds 
...this will tend to make 
those fires become very 
active on their eastern 
flanks," country fire author- 
ity spokesman Ian Hamilton 
told Reuters. 

Fire authorities said about 
700 firefighters were bat- 
tling three major blazes and 
several smaller ones that 
had razed 20 homes and 
destroyed forest in the Dan- 
denong Mountain range 
about 30 kilometres east of 


Melbourne. 

Police said the fires had 
forced the evacuation of 
more than 400 people from 
the area. 

Mr. Hamilton said one fire 
near the township of upwey 
would become particularly 
threatening with the wind 
change. 

“This (wind chance) 
would put it facing a heavi- 
ly populated area and evac- 
uation has been underway 
there for some time." he 
said. 

Mr. Hamilton said two 
other major fires burning 
west and south-east of Mel- 
bourne mostly had been 
contained but not before 
one forced firefighters to 
run for their lives as flames 
engulfed their water tanker. 

He said there had been no 
serious injuries reported so 
far. 


Melbourne has been suf- 
fering sweltering conditions 
since Saturday. Organisers 
at the Australian Open Ten- 
nis tournament Tuesday 
took the unprecedented step 
of closing the retractable 
roof on the centre after pla- 
yers said they feared for 
their health after playing in 
the extreme heat. 

, The player's fears rose af- 
ter court temperatures 
soared to 50 degrees Cel- 
sius Sunday and Monday. 

The heatwave has prompt- 
ed one Melbourne public 
swimming pool to stay open 
for 24 hours to meer a surge 
in demand. It is not known 
what caused the fires. 

National communications 
carrier Telstra Corp. said its 
triple-zero emergency tele- 
phone lines had been 
jammed with calls about the 
fires. 


For Clinton, celebration 


soon turns to reality 


WASHINGTON (Ri — 
President Bill Clinton, who 
began his second term with 
a cull for racial and political 
harmony and then danced 
the night away at inaugural 
balls, turned Tuesday to the 
sobering task of governing. 

Tens of thousands ignored 
the January cold to watch 
the inauguration Monday of 
the 50-year-old Clinton, a 
Democrat who two years 
ago had been considered 
politically dead in the wake 
of the Republican election 
landslide. 

Instead of witnessing Mr. 
Clinton's departure from 
the political stage as his 
four-year term ended. 
House of Representatives 
Speaker Newt Gingrich and 
other Republicans listened 
as their political foe spoke 
of cooperation and the need 
to avoid petty bickering. 

Mr. Clinton's day of tri- 
umph began with a church 
service and ended a couple 
of hours short of sunrise 
after he and his wife Hillary 
party-hopped among a re- 
cord 15 inaugural balls. 

Thousands of deliriously 
happy supporters and well- 
wishers cooled their elegant 
heels at lavishly decorated 
hotels, convention halls and 
other sites around the city in 
anticipation of a drop-in 
from the first couple. 

By mid-evening, the Clin- 
tons already were almost an 
hour behind schedule on a 
night that was supposed to 
end about 4 a.m. (0900 
GMT). They sopped to 


dance at least briefly at 
every ball, raking in stride 
the demands of music rang- 
ing from waltzes to rock, 
country and Larin American 
beats. 

Together with daughter 
Chelsea, the Clintons earlier 
led a colourful parade down 
Pennsylvania Avenue that 
included floats, marching 
bands, baton twirlers. hors- 
es. clowns and costumed 
merrymakers from all 50 
states. 

Clinton had two items on 
the agenda of the first full 
day of his second term 
Tuesday — a meeting with 
economic advisers and the 
installation of new Democ- 
ratic leaders to repair his 
pony's image, which was 
badly tarnished by contro- 
versial 1996 fundraising 
tactics. 

A White House official 
said the economic meeiins 
was to focus on strategy for 
negotiating with the Repub- 
lican Congress on the bud- 
get that Mr. Clinton will un- 
veil on Feb. 6. 

The official, who asked 
not to be inden rifled, said 
fixing Medicare’s long-term 
financing problems was the 
trickiest issue ro be resolved 
but .said Mr. Clinton was 
optimistic he and the Re- 
publicans eventually would 
forge a deal. 

Later in the day. Mr. Clin- 
ton was to attend a meeting 
ol the Democratic National 
Committee. The group was 
to ratify his choice of Colo- 
rado Gov. Roy Romcr as 


general chairman and Bos- 
ton businessman Steve 


Grossman to be national 
chairman. 

Asian leaders Tuesday 
welcomed president Clin- 
ton’s second term in rhe 
White House bur called on 
the United States to assume 
its superpower responsibili- 
ties in the world. 

Japan s Prime Minister 
Ryu taro Hashimoro led 
calls for the Clinton admin- 
istration to continue playing 
a positive role in interna- 
tional affairs. 

“I would like the U.S. 
administration to be able to 
assume responsibilities 
sought by the world." he said 
foreign Minister Yukihi- 
ko Ikeda said: “The Clinton 
administration's foreign po- 
licy. including its Asia and 
Japan policy, appears un- 
likely to change. 

"We would like to siren 
then ties with the new U.S. 
government, while attaehinc 
importance to talking and 
cooperating with ir as close! v 
as betore." Mr. Ikeda said ’ 

In Beijing. Foreign Minis- 
JY spokesman Shen Guo- 
feng said China remained 
confident the U.S. adminis- 
tration would work towards 
developmg better relations. 

. . W ?.J? ave closely followed 
S inauguration, 

and although he did not speak 
widely on relations between 
■he United States and other 
sountrics we believe ih u£ 

fh 3 ?F Ue ^ [ween China and 
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Zaire 


premier 
orders 
attack on 


rebels 


KINSHASA (R) — Zaire’s; 
prime minister has told the. 
nation he had formally 
ordered the armed forces to 
launch a counter-offensive 
to recapture territory held 
by Tutsi-led rebels in the 

east. 

“In the name of the gov- 
ernment and in agreement 
with the president of the 
republic. 1 have today or- 
dered our armed forces to 
conduct the war and recov- 
er regions currently under 
occupation and restore the 
authority of the state," 
Kengo Wa Dondo said on 
state television. 

Mr. Kengo. whose com- 
ments were broadcast be- 
fore the main evening 
news, urged the Zairean 
people to support the 
armed forces and asked 
that television and radio 
programmes reflect rhis 
national commitment. 

“The sacred duty of every 
Zairean man and woman is 
to defend and maintain the 
nation’s territorial integri- 
ty," he said. 

k was not immediately 
clear what impact Mr. Ken- 
go’s comments would have 
on the timing of the coun- 
ter-thrust, which has been 
promised for over a month. 

Zairean troops and mer- 
cenaries — said by one 
dignitary in the region to 
number 300 — have been 
gathering in the eastern 
town of Kisangani in pre- 
paration for the push. 

Three Russian-built at- 
tack helicopters, bristling 
wirh missiles and 24 mm 
cannon, circled over the 
town and outlying villages 
Sunday and Monday. 

Army Chief of Staff Ge- 
neral Mahele Leiko Bo- 
kungo. appointed in De- 
cember with wide-ranging 
powers, arrived in Kisan- 
gani last week. Witnesses 
report regular arrivals of 
planes in recent days and 
weeks with weapons and 
men. 

“ft won’t be long before 
this adventure is over,” the 
governor of upper Zaire, 
Lombeya Bosongo. told 
Reuters corresponde nr Wil- 
liam Wallis there Monday. 
The governor would not 
elaborate. 

The rebels, who launched 
their offensive last Octo- 
ber. hold towns and territo- 
ry' along the borders with 
Rwanda. Burundi and 
Uganda after routing the 
Zairean army in the east. 

Veteran President Mobu- 
tu Sese Seko returned 
home in December alter 
cancer surgery and four 
months rest in Europe and 
reshuffled the government 
and army leadership to bol- 
ster the central authorities' 
response to the rebels. 

Apart From his comments 
on the war. Mr. Kengo also 
pledged to press ahead with 
Zaire's democratic re- 
forms. 

“No person and no event 
will distance us from our 
aim of pursuing die democ- 
ratisation process and or- 
ganising elections to install 
the institutions of the third 
republic," he said. 

Under Zaire's much-de- 
layed democratic transi- 
tion. elections must be held 
by July. Mobutu, 66, who 
has returned to Europe for 
fresh medical rests, plans to 
stand. 

Rebel leader Laurent Ka- 
bila is a long-standing foe . 
of Mr. Mobutu, who seized 
power in 1965 and ruled 
Zaire virtually unchal- 
lenged until foreign -and 
domestic pressure forced 
him to accept democratic 
reform in 1990. 

Meanwhile, a military 
court has sentenced 14 Zai- 
rean soldiers to death for 
cowardice for fleeing in the 
°f a rebel offensive in 
which government troops 
suffered a string of defeats, 
one of the soldier’s lawyers 
said Tuesday. 

The soldiers would ap- 
peal within the statutory 24- 
nours and would be retried 
before the extraordinary 
war court in Kinshasa, 
unless rhe judges are on 
the move." the lawyer said. 
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A South Korean traffic policeman walks in between^ line of nuns and riot policemen during a rally in Seogl 
Tuesday. Hundreds of Catholic priests, nuns and Buddhist monks participated in a march to protest against a nefa 
South Korean controversial labour law (Reuter photo) 

S. Korea retreats from labour law after outcry 


SEOUL (R) — South Korean President Kim Young-Sam 
Tuesday conceded that a new labour law had sparked pub- 
lic anxiety and hurt the economy, and he agreed to send it 
back to parliament in a stunning concession to the opposi- 
tion. 

In a meeting with his chief political rivals. Mr. Kim ex- 
pressed sorrow for output losses of billions of dollars 
through strikes sparked by forced passage of the controver- 
sial bill. 

Labour strife had defeated the law's aim of revitalising a 
sluggish economy, he said. 

Mr. Kim agreed to reopen debate on another controversial 
law reviving a once notorious domestic spy agency. 

And. in a further about-face, he told heads of three main 
political parties he would instruct officials to suspend arrest 
warrants served on strike leaders, seven of whom are shel- 
tering in Seoul’s Myongdong Cathedral. 

The president received guarded approval from opposition 
leader Kim Due-Jung of the National Congress for New 
Politics, who welcomed Mr. Kim's retreat from his hardline 
stance. 

But Kwon Young- Ki l, head of the militant Korean Con- 
federation of Trade Unions who is holed up in the cathedral, 
told a news conference: “Talks today have not solved any 
of the basic problems." He said suspending arrest warrants 
would be meaningless unless legal complaints filed against 
confederation members by corporations suing for damages 
«iece drqpped. 

-“Anything can be discussed in parliament again, whether 
it is the labour law or the law on the agency for national 
Security planning." a spokesman quoted Mr. Kim as saying 
during a lunch meeting in the presidential Blue House. 

Both laws were rammed through parliament in a six- 
minute dawn session on Dec. 26 with no debate and while 
opposition deputies slept. 

President Kim agreed to the meeting Monday in a dra- 
matic dimbdown. He previously insisted the laws could not 
be altered :uid rejected repeated demands by the opposition 
for dialogue. 

But it was clear hard political bargaining still lay ahead, 
with unions and the opposition adamant the labour law be 
scrapped, and Mr. Kim insisting it could only be revised. 

The law makes it easier for firms to sack workers and 
replace strikers. It keeps a ban on freedom of union associ- 
ation bv delaying recognition of the confederation until 
2000 . 


Kim Dae-Jung appeared taken aback by the abrupt retreat. 

‘Today's meeting was not a total solution but there was 
some advance and President Kim Young-Sam showed an 
attitude of wanting to solve the problems together with 
opposition parties." he told a news conference. 

He said he had complained that the security law would 
intimidate intellectuals, journalists, farmers, workers and 
opposition politicians. 

The president replied: “Then revise the national security 
Jaw too," according to Kim Dae-Jung. who added: “I was 
very' surprised at this.” 

After he took office in 1993. Kim Young-Sam dipped the 
wings of the spy agency that once hounded dissidents. The 
new law restores its powers of investigation, ostensibly to 
combat subversion from Communist North Korea. 

The spokesman quoted the president as saying the laws 
“had made the situation in our economy more difficult, 
causing public anxiety." The president added: “The purpose 
of politics is to make people comfortable." 

Production losses from stoppages have been estimated at 
more than $3 billion. ■*' 

Share prices tumbled on fears President Kim would 
retreat from a law intended to make the labour market more 
flexible and trim industrial costs. Mr. Kim’s comments 
were reported after the market closed. 

Brokers said investors worried that protracted horse-trad- 
ing over the bill would dilute its benefits to indusrry. 

Political analysts said the law was a major blunder by 
President Kim and the dimbdown would erode his author- 
ity in his last year in office and damage the ruling party 
ahead of presidential elections in December. 

“The law was a gamble aimed at securing an upper hand 
in the election. Now this failed and the ruling camp will be 
busy to control the damage," said academic Ra Jong-11. 

Park In-Sang, leader of the officially-sanctioned Federa- 
tion of Korean Trade Unions, expressed disappointment. 

“The patched-up solution to reopen debate on the labour 
law in parliament falls short of the federation's demand to 
make the vicious labour law completely void and revised," 
he said. 

Several hundred Roman Catholic nuns and priests, joined 
by Protestant pastors and Buddhist monks, marched 
through Seoul in a protest against the labour law that ended 
in fist fights with riot police on the way to the cathedral. 

The rare protest by clergy representing South Korea's 
main faiths began with prayers in a Buddhist temple. 


Strike called by Muslim group hits Karachi 

KARACHI (Rl — A strike 
called by a militant Sunni 
Muslim group reduced 
commerciaf activity and 
public transport in the sou- 
thern port city of Karachi 
Tuesday, witnesses said. 

Police and paramilitary 
Rangers patrolled main 
roads in Pakistan's biggest 
city and guarded commer- 
cial centres and mosques to 
prevent any outbreak of vio- 
lence. 

The strike was in response 
u> the death of Sipah-e-Sa- 
haba Pakistan (SSP) chief Zia 
Ur Rahman Farouqi, who 
was among 26 people killed 
in the bombing at a court- 
house in Lahore Saturday. 

The blast, which Sunni 
hardliners blame on Iran 
and the local Shi'ite Tehrik- 
e-Jafria Pakistan (TJP) 
group, has raised fears of 
sectarian unrest two weeks 


before Pakistani elections 
on Feb. 3. The TJP has con- 
demned the blast. 

There were no immediate 
reports of violence or arson, 
but witnesses said public 
transport was thin and pri- 
vate vehicles avoided areas 
considered to be SSP 
strongholds. 

Most shopping centres 
and wholesale markets were 
partly shut as some traders 
kept ’their shutters down for 
fear of violence. 

The Karachi Stock Ex- 
change opened for business, 
but then closed because of 
thin attendance, a bourse 
official said. 

Bankers said most banks 
in the southern commercial 
district were open and the 
strike would not affect inter- 
bank trading. 

"The strike has only hit 
public transport 1 think of- 


fice attendance has not been 
affected as much as in pre- 
vious strikes,” said a foreign 
banker, who asked not to be 
named. 

On Sunday, SSP activists 
sacked and burned the Iran- 
ian cultural centre in La- 
hore, drawing a protest from 
Tehran. 

“What took place in Pa- 
kistan in recent days is the 
result of actions by Ame- 
rica and the Zionist regime 
(Israel) which are provok- 
ing sectarianism." Iranian 
radio quoted Iranian Deputy 
Foreign Minister Alaeddin 
Boroujerdi as saying. 

“America's anti-lslamic 
move in Pakistan will in no 
way affect the level of ties 
between Iran and Pakistan.” 
he said. 

No group has claimed res- 
ponsibility for the bomb 
blasL It appeared to be the 


latest incident in a long-run- 
ning feud between militants 
in Pakistan's majority Sunni 
and minority Shi’ite com- 
munities, which cost about 
170 lives last year. 

Police said Monday that a 
Shi'ite activist named Meh- 
ram Ali. 35. had confessed 
to detonating the bomb by 
remote control as Faruqi 
and his deputy. Azam Tareq, 
arrived at the Lahore court 
to face charges of involve- 
ment in sectarian murders. 

Lahore's regional police 
chief. Deputy Inspector 
General Tariq Pervez, said 
Mr. AJi had told police that 
his main target was Mr. 
Tariq because of his speech- 
es attacking Shi’ite leaders. 

Shi'ites form about 15 
per cent of Pakistan's popu- 
lation of over 130 million, 
but are a majority in neigh- 
bouring Iran. • 


Hashimoto admits he misjudged seriousnes of oil spill 


TOKYO (R) — Prime Mi- 
nister Ryu taro Hashimoto 
admitted Tuesday that the 
government had misjudged 
the seriousness of Japan's 
worst oil spill disaster as the 
death toll in the cleanup 
operation rose to three. 

With oil from a sunken 
Russian tanker still washing 
Up along an ever-growing 
length of the Sea of Japan 
coast, authorities raced to 
put together a fleet of 1 .000 
boats for an all-out effort to 
conrain the damage. 

The polluted area is dorred 
with shellfish farms, scenic 
beaches and marine bird 
sanctuaries along a 900-ki- 
lometres stretch of coastline 
about 300 kilometres west 
of Tokvo. 


On Tuesday morning, one 
of the hundreds of volun- 
teers involved in the clean- 
up had a heart attack on a 
polluted beach while lifting 
a drum used to scoop oil 
from the sand. 

“Matsubara Shigeki suf- 
fered a heart attack while 
lifting an oil drum. He was 
taken to hospital but he died 
shortly after" a police 
spokesman told Reuters. 

Matsubara, 53, was 
among a group of teachers 
involved in helping to clean 
their local stretch of pollut- 
ed coastline. 

Japanese media later re- 
potted that a 69-yep-old 
fisherman from Fukui pre- 
fecture also died during the 
cleanup, bringing the total 


number of deaths related to 
operation to three. A 77- 
vear-old volunteer from 
Hyogo prefecture died Sa- 
turday. 

The 13,157-tonne Na- 
khodka, carrying 19.000- 
tonnes (133,000-barrels) of 
heavy oil. broke in two in 
stormy seas in the Sea of 
Japan on Jan. 2 some 130 
kilometres off the coast of 
Shi mane prefecture. 

The captain is missing and 
presumed drowned, but the 
31 -man crew was rescued. 

Takako Doi, leader of the 
Social Democratic Party, 
which supports Mr. Hashi- 
moto’s minority Liberal De- 
mocratic Party government, 
told reporters Mr. Hashimo- 
to told her during a meeting 


Tuesday that the govern- 
ment had “misjudged" the 
seriousness of the accident 

Mr. Hashimoto told her 
the government's mistake 
was in believing the 
wrecked tanker could easily 
be salvaged, an assessment 
that turned out to be wrong 
when heavy seas prevented 
lines from being attached to 
the vessel. 

She also quoted Mr. Hashi- 
molo as saying that the gov- 
ernment thought the oil 
would freeze in the cold wea- 
ther, making it easy to collect. 

But the fuel oil. a ship- 
ment from China, was a 
non-freezing variety des- 
tined for use in the bitter 
cold of -Russia’s Siberian 
winter. 


Serbian police rough up 
protesters; courts hit Zajedno 


BELGRADE (R) — Ser- 
bian riot police roughed up 
several pro-democracy de- 
monstrators in Belgrade 
while courts dealt two seri- 
ous blows to government 
opponents in their bid to 
reinstate November election 
results. 

Baton-wielding riot po- 
lice, who have set up securi- 
ty cordons day after day for 
more than two months, wa- 
ded into a handful of de- 
monstrators who were 
among a group of several 
hundred people marching 
through Belgrade Monday 
night. 

According to Reuters Te- 
levision film, the policemen 
hit several demonstrators 
with batons and hit and 
pushed one woman to the 
pavement. She was driven 
away in an ambulance but 
her identity and the exrent 
of her injuries were un- 
known. 

Violent incidents have 
been rare in recent weeks in 
the two-month- long protest 
campaign by pro-democra- 
cy demonstrators demand- 
ing that the government re- 
instate annulled results of 
November municipal elec- 


tions in which the Zajedno 
(Together) Coalition won 
Belgrade and 13 other 
towns. 

But Dr. Slobodan Ivano- 
vic of the private Belgrade 
clinic Anlave told Reuters 
that demonstrators had been 
injured in other pans of the 
city as well. 

He said the clinic’s ambu- 
lance had transported two 
men suffering from head 
injuries and three others, 
including two women, who 
had suffered injuries to their 
legs or arms. 

Independent Radios B-92 
and radio index reported 
beatings of demonstrators in 
the suburb of Banbvo Brdo. 

Thousands of ■ students 
kept up a non-stop demon- 
stration into a second night 
as riot police refused to 
budge and let them march 
around the centre of Bel- 
grade. 

The students, who support 
opposition demands that au- 
tocratic President Slobodan 
Milosevic reinstate the elec- 
tion results, blew whistles 
and danced late into the 
night while a cordon of hun- 
dreds of helmered riot po- 
lice stopped them from mar- 


ching through the city. The 
police had let rhem march 
for three nights last week. 

One young woman stu- 
dent danced for 17 hours 
while a local independent 
radio station quoted a po- 
liceman as saying: ■'Oh. let 
them walk where they want, 
after all they’re all our chil- 
dren.” 

The students brought in 
tents to shelter them from 
the rain but were only able 
to set up one, with great dif- 
ficulty. people attending the 
demonstration said. 

The mararhon demonstra- 
tion continued on the same 
day that the opposition, 
which has received strong 
international support to 
have the election results re- 
instated. was dealt rwo 
blows by Lhe Serbian courts. 

The municipal court in 
Belgrade suspended an 
electoral commission deci- 
sion reversing a court ruling 
and awarding victory in the 
capital to the Zajedno Coa- 
lition. 

The Belgrade court, act- 
ing on appeals by Mr. Milo- 
sevic's ruling Socialist 
(SPS) Party and the rightist 
Serbian Radical Party 


(SRS). ducked out of res- 
ponsibility and asked the 
supreme court to rule on 
which court had jurisdic- 
tion. 

The Supreme Coup — 
which diplomats say is not 
immune to Socialist power 
politics — ruled that Mr. 
Milosevic’s party had won 
35 seats and Zajedno 29 in 
the local assembly of the 
Western town of Sabac. 

Both decisions flouted the 
findings of an inquiry by the 
Organisation for Security and 
Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) dial verified the op- 
position coalition's claim (o 
have won Belgrade. Sabac 
and 1 2 other towns where ihe 
Socialists annulled elections 
in November claiming '’ir- 
regularities.'' 

The European Union ex- 
pressed its full support lor 
Zajedno Monday and de- 
manded the Belgrade au- 
thorities recognise the op- 
position victories. 

Western governments 
have told Mr. Milosevic he 
will not get economic re- 
construction aid unless his 
government admits election 
losses and embarks on 
broader democratic reform. 


China 
lashes out 
at Patten 
criticism on 
Hong Kong 

BELIING (R) — China 
Tuesday rejected Hong 
Kong Governor Chris Pat- 
ten’s criticism of its pro- 
posal to abolish a series of 
laws in the territory after it 
reverts to Beijing's control, 
saying it was an internal 
affair. 

Beijing also angrily re- 
minded Britain that Chipa 
was no longer a weak pre- 
revolutionary government, 
and said it would’ not toler- 
ate other countries trying to 
impose their will on it. 

“We cannot accept Mr. 
Patten's so-called state- 
ment." Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Shen Guofang 
said, referring to the gover- 
nor's criticism of plans to 
abolish laws on democratic 
elections and civil liberties 
in Hong Kong after the 
transfer of power this year. 

“I want to remind the 
British authorities in Hong 
Kong that the government 
of China today is not the 
pre-1949 government,” he 
told reporters, referring to 
the year of the Communist 
revolution. 

“We cannot accept any 
instances of others trying 
to impose their will on us." 

Mr. Patten had con- 
demned a move by a Chi- 
na-appointed panel, known 
as the Preparatory Com- 
mittee, to draw up a list of 
25 laws and articles for 
repeal or amendment after 
the transfer of power at 
midnight on June 30. 

After the handover, the 
territory that has been a 
British colony for more 
than 150 years will become 
a special administrative 
region of China. 

The Foreign Ministry 
spokesman said the Pre- 
paratory Committee had 
the authority to review 
existing Hong Kong laws 
to determine whether they 
were in conflict with the 
basic law. a mini-constitu- 
tion drafted by China for 
the territory. 

‘This is entirely an inter- 
nal matter for China," he 
said. 

Mr. Shen also tried to 
play down the impact of 
the proposals, saying there 
basically would be no 
change to existing laws. 

He called on the Hong 
Kong government to avoid 
making statements that 
“misled the public or un- 
dermined morale in the ter- 
ritory.” 3 

Mr. Patten had said the 
proposals, made at a com- 
mittee meeting in Beijing 
Sunday, struck ar the heart 
of Hong Kong’s civil liber- 
ties and appeared to be 
politically motivated rather 
than reflecting real incon- 
sistencies with the basic 
law. 


Russia: Talks with NATO won’t 
soften opposition to enlargement 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Rus- 
sia insisted Tuesday that ne- 
gotiations on a new rela- 
tionship with NATO would 
not soften its opposition to 
the Western alliance’s plans 
to expand eastward. 

“Whatever the circum- 
stances. Russia maintains 
and will maintain a negative 
approach to NATO enlarge- 
ment," Russian Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman Gennady 
Tarasov said, a day after 
talks here between NATO 
chief Javier Solana and Fo- 
reign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov. 

Mr. Primakov told Mr. 
Solana “frankly” that the 
Russian-NATO negotia- 
tions and relations between 
both sides “cannot be re- 
garded as a compensation 
for our acceptance of en- 
largement.’’ Mr. Tarasov 
told reporters. 

Observers said the talks, 
lasting six hours, opened a 
new phase in negotiations 
between the two sides, but 
the NATO enlargement row 
and other hurdles were blo- 
cking the path to a viable 
partnership. 

Mr. Tarasov, quoted by 
Interfax News Agency, said 
the next round of talks 
would take place in Februa- 
ry, but he did not give fur- 
ther details. 

The pressure is on for 
both sides to reach a new 
agreement before the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO) holds a key 
summit in July in Madrid, 
where it is due to name the 
former Soviet bloc coun- 
tries that will be invited to 
join the alliance. 

Poland, the Czech Repub- 
lic and Hungary are expect- 


ed to top the list of candi- 
dates. but other Eastern Eu- 
ropean states could follow. 

A Western military expert 
close to the talks said the 
meeting in Moscow was 
“the beginning of a long 
and difficult process — the 
first phase.” 

“There are still very sub- 
stantial differences," the ex- 
pert said, stressing that 
Moscow was demanding a 
legally binding document 
on its future relations with 
NATO, while the Western 
alliance was proposing a 
charter. 

“This is the start of for- 
mal, official talks on the 
issues worrying both sides, 
and that is very positive,” 
said Alexander Golts. a mil- 
itary analyst with the Rus- 
sian news magazine Itogi. 

Mr. Solana has been given 
a flexible brief by the 16- 
member alliance to forge a 
charter with Moscow defin- 
ing relations and establish- 
ing a post-cold war Euro- 
pean security framework 
acceptable to both sides. 

The Western military ex- 
pert. who declined to be 
named, told AFP that Mr. 
Solana presented Mr. Pri- 
makov with “a very detailed 
proposal on a consultation 
mechanism" between 
NATO and Moscow. 

Both sides have to nail 
down the level of consulta- 
tion for a range of security 
issues, and draw up a list of 
common interests on which 
consultation will take place, 
such as ami-terrorism mea- 
sures and joint action to ta- 
ckle regional crises, a Wes- 
tern diplomat commented. 

“I doubt whether NATO 
will give Russia the legal 


guarantees it is demanding 
concerning non-deployment 
of nuclear missiles on the 
territory of new NATO 
members." he added. 

Despite the frequently 
sharp tone of Russian offi- 
cial comments on NATO’s 
expansion plans. "Mos- 
cow's official position has 
not changed in the past six 
months." Mr. Golts said. 

“However, it is extremely 
important for both sides to 
agree on a new.security do- 
cument before the Madrid 
summit.” Mr. Golts said, 
adding that Europe could be 
plunged into a crisis other- 
wise. 

Russian Security Council 
Secretary Ivan Rybkin 
warned Tuesday that NATO 
expansion would trigger a 
new cycle of rearmament. 
Interfax reported. 

Russia wants major prog- 
ress in revising the Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) Treaty, to secure new 
limits on the ceilings for 
military deployments ahead 
of any NATO offers of 
membership to Eastern Eu- 
ropean countries. 

Diplomats began a new 
round of talks in Vienna 
Tuesday on the CFE treat), 
which was signed in No- 
vember I99U. before the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union. 

The treaty, signed by the 
1 6 NATO members and the 
six countries then in the 
Warsaw Pact, now takes in 
the 14 nations bom of the 
Soviet collapse. 

NATO and Russia agree 
that ihe treaty needs revi- 
sion to take account of the 
changed security situation 
in Europe since the end of 
the cold war. 


CFE talks open under shadow 
of Russia-NATO relations 


VIENNA ( AFP) — Talks 
on updating the Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe 
(CFE) treaty opened here 
Tuesday, tut with the 
future status of Russia- 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 
ganisation (NATO.) ties 
very much to the fore. 

The stakes were raised 
earlier this month when 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Yevgeni Primakov said 
Moscow would not sign 
an accord on future ties 
with the alliance wit hout 
prior agreement on CFE 
changes. 

Diplomats predicted the 
closed-door talks on mo- 
dernising the CFE for the 
post-cola war era would 
take up to 18 months. 

Sources taking part in 
the talks said part of the 
Russian delegation had 
not arrived in time Tues- 
day for the inaugural ses- 
sion. 

The treaty was signed 
in November 1990 by the 
16 member states of the 
NTO and the six coun- 


tries then in the Warsaw 
Pact. It now takes in the 
14 nations bom of the 
collapse of the former 
Soviet Union. 

Because Eastern Eu- 
rope has changed so radi- 
cally since 1990, and the 
Warsaw Pact has disap- 
peared, Moscow says the 
CFE should be modified 
to take account of those 
changes. 

It is particularly insis- 
tent now that NATO pro- 
poses to allow countries 
from Eastern Europe — 
members of the former 
Soviet-dominated pact 
— to join up. 

Russia wants to secure 
new limits on the ceilings 
for military deployments 
ahead of any NATb offer 
of membership. 

Mr. Primakov said ear- 
lier January that NATO’s 
willingness to “take 
account of our concerns 
at the talks on amending 
the CFE” would be “the 
main indication of the 
seriousness of our 


(NATO) partners' inten- 
tions.’’ 

Russia wants the ceil- 
ings on armaments to be 
fixed per country, rather 
than the current 50-50 
split between NATO and 
the former Warsaw Pact. 

It also wants a revised 
CFE treaty to specify that 
any alliance or group of 
states will have its quota 
limited to less than 50 per 
cent of the total amount 
of arms allowed in the 
zone covered by the 
accord. 

No new foreign forces 
should be deployed in 
countries where they 
were not deployed in No- 
vember 1995. it insists. 

Diplomatic sources say 
Moscow aims to limit 
growth in NATO infra- 
structure, impose strin- 
gent new restrictions on 
its arms strength and stall 
admission of other 
would-be members. 
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Clinton’s four years 

PRESIDENT BILL Clinton's swearing-in ceremo- 
ny in Washington Monday was meaningful on 
two counts. First, it ushered in another four-year 
term and a new mandate for a president who 
would be the last in this century and who would 
take the U.S. into the next millennium. Second, 
the occasion coincided with the holiday commem- 
orating the death of the civil rights leader Martin 
Luther King Jr. whose struggle is credited with 
ending segregation in the UJS. After vowing to 
“preserve, protect and defend the constitution of 
the L.S.," President Clinton called for national 
unity and reconciliation with his Republican 
rivals in a bid to blaze a middle-of-the-road trail 
for all Americans to follow irrespective of their 
political persuasions. In this sense the president 
was trying to confirm what he had set out to do 
during the last two years of his first term: 
Occupy the centre of the political spectrum where 
his fellow Democrats,- can meet the Republicans 
half-way. In fact this stance was borne out by a 
series of both political and economic initiatives by 
his administration to fuse the two sides on major 
issues facing the American federation. Not only 
that, but the words of the president on his inau- 
gural day also called for forging “one nation, one 
people, with one common destiny.’'. This appeal 
for unity on the national and political levels came 
against the backdrop of deep divisions in the 
country on racial, economic and political grounds. 
Thus, should Clinton succeed in his second term 
in at least tackling the race issue, he will go down 
in history as one of the few presidents who have 
managed to narrow the big divide between whites 
and blacks and among ethnic minorities in gener- 
al. 

In fact the president saved his most powerful 
words for the chronic probjem^tf racial discrimi- 
nation in his -country. Referring to Dr. King, 
Clinton recalled that race was “America’s con- 
stant curse,” and he pledged never to “succumb 
to the dark impulses that lurk in the far regions of 
the soul everywhere.” 

But the presidential speech was noticeably short 
on international affairs. Neither the Middle East 
and the ongoing peace process nor other regional 
issues that divide East and West, North and 
South, including the Atlantic alliance itself, fig- 
j ured highly in his speech. Perhaps he wished the 
I world to know well in advance that there is a lot 
! more that needs to be done in the U.S.’ own back- 
j yard first 

The international community will no doubt 
watch with interest what the American president 
| docs with his leadership role in its affairs this 
! time around. The world will certainly not want to 
I distract him from his mission at home. Non- 
! Americans will, however, want from him to know 
I that the world has become so small that they can- 
I not be ignored. 


j ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


■ THE PRESENT fsraeli govern mem led by Benjamin 
; Netanyahu shares an identical stand vis-i-vis the Oslo 
j accord and the Arab-israeli peace agreements with the 
I Arab opposition groups, said a writer for A I Ra’i daily. 

Both sides are intent on ruining all peace opportunities, 
, but for different reasons, us Mr. Netanyahu wishes to 
j expand the settlements and maintain Israeli occupation 
of Arab lands while the Arab opposition seeks war with 
! the Jewish state to evict the Jews from ail the lands, 
j said Fahed Fanek. The writer said that if Mr. Netanyahu 
succeeds in ruining the peace process, based on the 
j Oslo accords, and the Jordanian- Israeli peace treaty, the 
Israelis will pursue the their expansionist policies, evict 
the Palestinians to Jordan, which they consider the sub- 
stitute homeland for the Palestinians and endanger the 
whole Arab Nation’s security and stability. He said that 
the Arab opposition groups’ idea of regaining the whole 
of Palestine and driving the Jews out is impracticable. 
He said that the Arabs should learn a lesson from their 
past stands and their adamant positions which caused 
catastrophes to their nation in the 1947 and 1967 wars 
and from their 1979 decision to isolate Egypt from the 
rest of the Arab World. 

A WRITER for A1 Dustour urged Arab countries to 
end their boycott of Iraq and lift the blockade that has 
burdened the Iraqi people since 1990. Mohammad 
Kawash said the Arab leaders should also seriously 
consider lifting sanctions unjustly imposed on Libya 
and Sudan, adding that (he sanctions are in place in 
response to a U.S. desire and not because of any wrong- 
doing committed by these countries against the world 
community. The writer cited the example of South 
Africa on’ whom the O.N. imposed sanctions for its 
racial discrimination policies but, he said, while the 
sanctions were in place, many Western countries con- 
tinued to have trade deals with Pretoria. As for Iraq and 
the other Arab slates suffering from sanctions, the 
writer said that they are under siege by Arab states in a 
bid to please the United States and fulfil its desires and 
not as a result of U.N. resolutions. The writer said that 
the time is ripe for the Arabs to seriously consider the 
lifting of all sanctions on Iraq and the other Arab coun- 
tries now that the world community is quite ready for 
such a step. 




THE HEBRON agreement 
endorsed by both the Likud 
government of Israel and 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) is signifi- 
cant in several respects. 

The agreement has. to be 
sure, generated some hys- 
terical" reactions. Some 
Israeli rightists, for exam- 
ple. have rejected it as an 
’’act of . betrayal*' or “sui- 
cide for the Jewish people." 
Former Likud Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir 
declared Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu a 
“traitor to the nationalist 
movement.” 

Meanwhile, some Arab 
writers have rermed the 
agreement a “farce” or an 
“insult to Arab rights.” 
Many Arabs fear that the 
loopholes left in the agree- 
ment will allow Israel to 
effectively dose the door 
on future withdrawals from 
the West Bank territory 
ending further progress 
towards Palestinian sover- 
eignty. 

On the other hand, there 
are those in Israel and the 
Arab World, and espedally 
here in the U.S., who, like 
dewy-eyed romantics, pro- 
claim Netanyahu “reborn” 
and a full “convert to the 
peace camp” and heir to the 
Rabin-Peres legacy. 

All of this is exaggerated 
and quite off the mark. It is 
as if some of the Hebron 
agreement's critics and 
supporters are engaging in 
a form of wish-fulfilment 
and projection — seeing in 
an oblique text what they 
most fear seeing. In this 
they are reacting to their 
own hopes and fears — and 
not rhe reality of the agree- 
ment itself. 

The significance of the 
Hebron agreement is not in 
the text of the agreement, 
itself. It is rather in ibe 
process that led to the 
agreement and the process 


that may now unfold in the 
wake of the agreement. 

The road to this agree- 
ment was a long and 
treacherous one, marked by 
bloodshed and paved with 
substantial international 
pressure. 

His recent statements 
notwithstanding, 

Benyumin Netanyahu was 
not in the beginning a sup- 
porter of Oslo or of a nego- 
tiated settlement with 
Palestinians. As his govern- 
ment's spokesperson in 
Madrid he could not even 
easily say the word 
“-Palestinian,” insisting 
instead to maintain the offi- 
cial position that Israel was 
negotiating with a 
Jordanian delegation that 
included “inhabitants of the 
territories.” 

During his campaign for 
president, he railed against 
the Oslo agreement and its 
Israeli patrons. Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres, 
decrying any agreement 
with the PLO. To his sup- 
porters he promised that he 
would not “shake hands 
with Arafat” and he would 
not turn land over to “ter- 
rorists.” 

This rejection of Arafat 
was not personal, it was 
fuelled by an ideological 
rejection of the Palestinian 
corporate identity. 

Refusing to shake hands 
with Arafat and refusing to 
honour agreements reached 
with “terrorists” was a way 
of affirming that 
Palestinians were not a 
people with a separate 
identity and therefore enti- 
tled to sovereignty. 

During the past six 
months, Netanyahu has 
been forced to at least tacti- 
cally shift his approach 
both to Oslo and to the 
Palestinians. Even with the 
Hebron agreement and his 
handshakes with PNA 
President Arafat, 


Netanyahu continues to 
maintain to his supporters 

that he has not changed, in ' 
the prime minister's com- 
ments to the Israeli Knesset 
before this vote on Hebron, 
he attempted to wrap the 
agreement in Likudnik ide- 
ology. The agreement, he 
insisted, does not represent 
withdrawal from the terri- 
tories, only a redeploy- 
ment. 

But with all of these 
protestations and efforts at 
interpretation, a process 
unfolded over the past six 
months that has moved the 
pqme minister along the 
path of acceptance — and it 
is a process of pressure 
which will not diminish in 
time. 

What the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment has learned is that 
the world community will 
not tolerate the view that 
the peace process is an 
internal Israeli issue. The 
successful completion of a 
lasting peace with the 
Palestinians is critical to 
the Palestinian people, all 
the Arab states with which 
Israel has previously made 
peace and is in the vital 
interests of the U.S. and 
major European powers. 

What the violence of 
September made clear was 
that Palestinians would not 
tolerate backtracking on 
Israeli commitments or 
accept unilateral Israeli 
action. The international 
reaction to that eruption 
and to Netanyahu*s repeat- 
ed comments regarding 
expanding settlements in 
the West Bank made clear 
that there are limits to what 
the Palestinians, Arabs, 
Europe and the U.S. could 
accept. 

Tension with Arab states, 
coolness from Europe, and 
pressure from r ther^UrSs. 
have become factors 
Netanyahu and his govern- 
ment have been forced to 


take into account as they 
chart their course of action. 

So while these factors of 
regional and international 
pressure have not personal- 
ly changed Netanyahu, 
they have forced his gov- 
ernment to move and in the 
process have brought about 
other changes. 

Despite the prime minis- 
ter's attempt to convince 
the extreme nationalists 
and religious fundamental- 
ists in his coalition that he 
has not abandoned the 
Likud vision of Eretz 
Israel, they in fact, feel 
betrayed. An internal and 
inrense political debate is 
taking place in Israel and it 
is within the nationalist 
camp of the right wing. 
And since external pressure 
forcing Israeli movement 
towards implementation of 
the accords will not let up, 
the internal Israeli debate 
will only intensify and may 
in the end produce Israeli 
violence. Just as the inter- 
national communify insist- 
ed that the Palestinian lead- 
ership deal forcefully with 
violent movements, 
Netanyahu will himself be 
put to the same test. 

Labour leaders Yitzhak 
Rabin and Shimon Peres 
could not provoke this 
debate. And they could not 
have produced a Knesset 
vote of 87-17 in favour of 
any agreement with the 
Palestinians. Against their 
desires to sign agreements 
with tire PLO, the Israeli 
right wing stood united. In 
fact, it was fear of this 
block that inhibited the 
Labour government from 
implementing many provi- 
sions of the Oslo accords. 

Even if Peres had been 
elected, his manoeuvrabili- 
ty would have been limited 
his' fear-of losing sup- : 
port to the right And inter- 
national pressure would 
have been limited for fear 


of weakening a “pro- 
peace” Labour govern- 
ment. With Netanyahu at 
the helm, the dynamic has 
changed. There is less 
reluctance internationally 
to press the Israeli govern- 
ment to honour agreements 
and cracks have begun to 
appear within the right- 
wing block. 

Finally, it is useful to 
consider yet another impact 
of this process and that is 
the evolving Likud accep- 
tance of Palestinians as a 
people. This has taken 
place on a personal level as 
this government has been 
forced to deal with and 
develop a relationship with 
their Palestinian counter- 
parts. Even Netanyahu 
himself speaks a lot differ- 
ently about Arafat. It has 
also begun to reflect itself 
on a conceptual level as 
various Likud leaders have 
begun to speak about a 
Palestinian state, albeit 
with “limited sovereignty” 
and not of the 1967 borders 
and not with Jerusalem as 
its capital, etc., etc.. 

All these reservations and 
exceptions aside, a trans- 
formation has begun to 
take place. The Israeli 
prime minister will contin- 
ue ro make a valiant effort 
to force tit what has 
evolved into a ideological 
mould in order to calm the 
fears of his supporters. He, 
himself, may still hold the 
hope that nothing has hap- 
pened and the inevitable 
can be denied. But despite 
the denials and the anguish 
it produces, change has 
taken place. It has been 
forced and it will require 
still more force and pres- 
sure. But there is change. 
To see it, however, one 
must look not at the Hebron 
agreement itself but what 
led to the agreement and 
what is happening as a 
result of the agreement. 


In France there is doubt about 
Europe’s ability to match America 


By William Pfaff 

PARIS — Early last month, 
France’s president told a 
nation preoccupied with 
unemployment and “exclu- 
sion” of the poor, and with 
the threat to retirement and 
national health insurance 
systems, that there was little 
more his government could 
do for the country. He said 
the French had proved “too 
conservative” to accept the 
economic and social reforms 
that his government had pro- 
posed. 

An offer of resignation 
might logically have fol- 
lowed. but did not In his 
subsequent New Year's 
statement. Jacques Chirac 
promised a 1997 “will- 
power” and “hope.” 

France’s internal problems 
and discouragement are 
often cited in the United 
States as cause for the petty 
and even gratuitous clashes 
that have occurred between 
the two countries in recent 
months. This is comforting 
to Washington because it 
allows certain real issues to 
be dismissed as instances of 
a demagogy motivated by 
French domestic politics, but 
thar is a mistaken analysis. 

Unemployment, the effects 
of the planned single 
European currency and larg- 
er issues of what “Europe” is 
to become, dominated the 
French internal debate in 
1996. 

Difficulties with the 
United States exist in anoth- 
er dimension. In foreign 
relations there has always 
been a rivalry between the 
two countries, derived from 
the claim both make to have 
been creators of the modem 
world and to be a model for 
others. In (his respect the 
French still believe that they 
need make no concessions. 

The American Declaration 
of Independence in 1776 and 
the French Declaration of 
the Rights of Man and 
Cu^u'hi I7S9 were both 


products of ideas in the air at 
the time. The 
Enlightenment's political 
and social thought found 
political realisation in the 
American rebellion of colo- 
nial notables against arbi- 
trary London rule and the 
principle of monarchy, and 
in the French revolution, 
which also began in the 
grievances of notable but 
rapidly turned into an 
upheaval that transformed 
the social order, which the 
American “revolution” did 
not. 

The French still see them- 
selves as a world power in 
moral terms, but also as a 
world political and military 
presence, with territories or 
colonies in North and South 
America, the Caribbean and 
the Pacific, and African 
dependencies and interests, 
and also globally projectable 
military, naval and nuclear 
forces. These arguably make 
France a military factor sec- 
ond to the United States — 
the Russian army having 
collapsed, and China’s being 
home bound. 

The French also believe 
that the European Union 
must be made into a collec- 
tive great power equivalent 
to the United States, and a 
counterweight to America in 
world affairs. Their version 
of political “realism” says 
that in the long-term Europe 
has to look after its own 
interests: the United States is 
not going to do it for them. 
While America is any ally, it 
is automatically a pitiless 
commercial and economic 
competitor. 

The other major powers in 
Europe do not think os the 
French think. That is the real 
source of France’s pes- 
simism. 

But Americans perhaps do 
not sufficiently appreciate 
that the other Europeans 
nonetheless do not think as 
Americans think, nor calcu- 
late their own future in the 
way Americans might calcu- 


late it. That is why the future 
of the trans- Atlantic rela- 
tionship contains more 
uncertainties than 

Washington (or Bonn, 
London and The Hague) 
even now may realise. 

However, Washington cur- 
rently has the best of the 
argument with France. The 
French government pro- 
voked a successful shift in 
Western policy in Bosnia in 
the summer of 1995. Its for- 
eign policy initiatives since 
have proved miscalculated 
or unsustainable: at the 
United Nations, in Africa, 
the NATO, probably in the 
Middle East 

More important. the 
French have failed to con- 
vince the other Europeans 
that Europe should take 
charge of its own future. 
That is the failure crucially 
responsible for a profound 
pessimism, and some bitter- 
ness. currently expressed in 
foreign policy circles in 
P^is. 

The head of the French 
equivalent of the U.S. 
Council on Foreign 
Relations recently wrote that 
the 21st century might 
indeed prove to be more of 
an American century than 
was the 20th. The writer, 
Thierry de Montbrial, went 
on to say that after Europe's 
wars and internal crises in 
this century, there could be 
worse fates than American 
domination. 

However, he said that an 
“essential question is that the 
United States currently 
seems tempted to abuse its 
dominant position” — refer- 
ring to political and trade 
unilateralism and to 
America's “indifference to 
international law, alien to its 
political culture.” He also 
noted a taste for “intimida- 
tion and diktat” revealed in 
the struggle over Boutros 
Ghali's second term. 

He expressed a pessimism 
which, to an extent, has 


always been part of French 
political culture, but which 
has taken on a peculiar 
intensity today. There has 
always been a belief in 
France that optimism is not 
intellectually serious, that 
optimists are those who do 


not understand the problem. 
There has equally been a 
stubborn determination to 
stand alone — and that con- 
trasts with the present mood 
in Paris. 

International Herald Tribune 


LETTERS 

‘Just’ arithmetic 

To the Editor: 

I WOULD like to make a small comment on the latest 
agreement on redeployment in Hebron, presided over 
by the U.S., the most impartial of all honest brokers! 

Eighty per cent of Hebron is given to 120,000 
Palestinians and 20 per cent of it to 400 Israeli settlers- 
what more justice can we hope for? 

Omar Abbass, 
Amman. 


Missed point on lost money? 

To the Editor: 

? R f . A, ^ re i nm ? bur ’ ***** ricochet theory of 
history (Jordan Times, Jan. 16) is interesting, but 
misses the point entirely. h m 

Dr. Brandabur's claim thai “Switzerland wishes to 
share ns profits from Hitlers nefarious regime” isTdis 
lortion of facts. h a a,J> “ 

Hie issue under examination are deposits tin mck 0 
gold) which .belonged to prominem 
f^jl.es before World War II and were confiscated hv 
the Nazis and deposited in Swiss banks, or X£3v om 
m Swiss banks by Jewish families and never rerH mSJ 

In seeking the rightful retribution to the 
Dr. Brandabur is simply using the wrong ar^m 

j* Tadros, 

Harvard University, 
Cambridge, MA., 
U.S. 

The Jordan Times welcomes letter* 
from its readers on any suhietn ihX t ™S ltnhm ™ n s 

Letters intended fur publication ,ackle - 

tain the writer's full S m * hould «*- 
welf. Names can he withheld ' address os 

under special circumstances Letter* an?* u - quest and 
ln M- The new sixane r isrun niff ? % suh J* c * to edit- 
unused manuscripts. ‘ * nsi ^ e f° r rit e return of 


ByAli Kassay 


LAST WEEK, Jordan 
had the pleasure of wel- 
coming Professor 

Michael Porter of the 
Harvard Business School 
who gave a lecture on his 
model for building the 
competitive advantage of 
nations. According to 
Professor Porter, one of 
the vital conditions for 
attracting investment is 
the predictability of 0 . 
national government. It 
would appear that a 
rapidly shifting policy 
would put off investors 
who would resent the 
need to make costly 
adjustments to a new pol- 
icy, only to find that these 
measures have been ren- 
dered obsolete by a yet 
newer change of direc- 
tion. 

This made me think of 
the level of predictability 
of our policies. Take, for 
instance, the vital ques- 
tion of water. Last April, 

I wrote an article about a 
surveyor who was sent by 
the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation to ask us 
whether we receive each 
day our daily water, and 
whether we have a sys- 
tem on the roof to collect 
rainwater for our use. At 
the time I expected that v 
some official had ** 
acquired the sole agency 
for importing and 
installing such systems, 
and that a law would 
soon be passed making it 
obligatory to have a 
water collection system, 
failing which one would 
be liable before the law 

It turned out that my 
prediction was totally off 
foe mark. The Ministry 
of Water outmanoeuvred 
me completely on this 
occasion. You see, the 
question on foe water col- 
lection system was a red 
herring, intended to 
throw off foe cent, any- 
one who has a wasta 


foe new measure. The 
objective of the question- 
naire was really to inves- 
tigate whether there were 
any contented citizens 
who received regularly 
their water supply, mea- 
gre as it may be, so that 
this dangerous seepage 
and waste of vital natural 
resources would be elim- 
inated. 

In achieving this end, 
foe authorities were one 
hundred per cent success- 
ful. They moved in 
swiftly and acted with 
decisiveness and efficien- 
cy which, had it been 
employed to foe benefit 
of foe citizens, would 
have improved foe stan- 
dard of living in our 
country immeasurably. 

In December of last 
year they moved in with 
labourers, digging equip- 
ment and new pipes, 
ostensibly to upgrade and 
improve the water net- 
work. Within one week, 
their task was accom- 
plished. The water sup* 
ply to our whole street 
had been cut off com- 
pletely. 

So, returning to 
Professor Porter’s analy- 
sis about predictability, 
would one qualify foe 
government's behaviour 
as predictable or not ? 

foe one hand, one 
could say that it was 
unpredictable, since they 
led me to believe that the 
blow was coming from 
one direction, only to- 
deliver it from another. 

On the other hand, and 
looking at foe broader 
picture, one could say 
mat it was perfectly pre- 
dictable. After the first 
words with the interview- 
er - 1 Knew that, since gov- 
ernment had started pay- 
ing attention to our water 
supply, disaster would ‘ 
strike, and strike it 
u ’ ,^ s predictability 
should be most comfort- 
mg to any potential 
investor. 
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Euro-Mediterranean human 
rights network is established 

COPENHAGEN U.Td — As a follow up 10 the November 
1995 Euro-Mediierranean conference in Barcelona and the 

aS ^v?lf®S? eiI,enls between lh e European Union (EU) 
and tntrd MedHerranean countries, a meeting of civil soci- 
ety representatives from the Middle East, Nonh Africa and 
EU c °ttnmes took place in Copenhagen on Jan. 10-11, 
1997 at the wvi union of the Danish Centre for Human 
Rights. 

At the meeting it was decided to establish the Euro- 
Mediterranean Human Rights Network with the overall 
objective of ensuring the influence of civil society on the 
EurcwMediterTanean partnership and of working for the 
protection and promotion of the human rights principles 
embodied in the Barcelona Declaration. 

The Barcelona Declaration, which was signed by the 
governments of 27 countries and territories (the 15 EU 
countries and 12 non-EU Mediterranean countries and ter- 
ritories), implies a political commitment by the signatories 
to implement and adhere to basic human rights in law and 
practice. However, the Barcelona Work Programme, 
which stipulates activities to implement the principles of 
the Barcelona Declaration, does not include any initiatives 
in the field of human rights. 

As a reaction to this omission in the work programme, 
and as a reaction to the continuing human rights violations 
in all countries of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership, the 
participants of the Copenhagen meeting decided to create 
the network as a means to engage the civil societies in the 
development of the human rights dimension of the Eur(>- V 
Mediterranean partnership. 

The immediate objectives of the network will be the 
defence and promotion of freedom of opinion, expression 
and association and the campaign against racism, xeno- 
phobia and intolerance. Other important objectives will be 
the protection of human rights activists and of women’s 
rights. 

These objectives will be attained by means of human 
rights education and training, research, monitoring, publi- 
cation of reports and briefings, and lobbying of govern- 
ments, inler-govemmental and parliamentary institutions 
within the Euro-Mediterranean partnership. 

By the end of the Copenhagen meeting, a steering com- 
mittee of 10 members was set up to prepare an action plan 
for the network. The work of the steering committee will 
be coordinated from the Danish Centre for Human Rights. 
The network is open to individuals and organisations deal- 
ing with human rights from rhe 27 countries of the part- 
nership and will cooperate with forums and networks deal- 
ing with complementary fields within the Euro-Mediter- 
ranean partnership. Representatives from civil society in 
Algeria, Denmark, Egypt, England, Finland, France, 
Greece, Holland, Italy, Jordan, Morocco, the Palestine ter- 
ritories, Spain and Tunisia participated in the meeting. 

Sa ’eda Kilani from the Jordan Times , who participated in 
the meeting , is on the steering committee of the network. 


Cabinet panel to study I Food coupons to be replaced with cash payment 


civil service regulations 


AMMAN (Petra! — The 
Cabinet on Tuesday 
formed a ministerial com- 
mittee headed by Minister 
of Administrative Develop- 
ment Kama] Nasser to 
study the civil service reg- 
ulations and make recom- 
mendations to upgrade 

them. Information Minister 
Marwan Muasher said. 

The committee includes 
the ministers of education 
and Awqaf and ' Islamic 
affairs, the minister of state 
for prime ministry affairs 
and the director general of 
the Institute of Public 
Administration. 

The Cabinet discussed 
privatisation of government 
institutions and stressed the 
need to safeguard rights of 
civil servants upon the 
conversion of such institu- 
tions into private sector 
companies or institutions. 


Dr. Muasher said. 

The Cabinet reviewed a 
draft law on supplies ahead 
of approving it and refer- 
ring it to the Lower House. 

The Cabinet listened to a 
briefing by the ministers of 
industry and trade and 
energy and mineral 
resources on their recent 
risk to Baghdad which 
resulted in approving a 
trade protocol and conclud- 
ing an oil agreement with 
the Iraqi government. 

The Cabinet also 
reviewed the outcome of a 
visit to Jordan by the 
Sudanese minister of jus- 
tice, and stressed the gov- 
ernment’s support for 
Sudan's unity and territori- 
al integrity. Dr. Muasher 
said. 

The Cabinet alsb 
endorsed a recommenda- 
tion to pardon six deserter. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Supply Munir Sobar 
said Tuesday said his min- 
istry was studying the possi- 
bility of replacing the pre- 
sent coupon system for sub- 
sidised rice, sugar and milk 
powder with direcL cash 
payment. 

The idea, he said, is to cut 

down the administrative 
work, relaied to the distribu- 
tion of the coupons and 
preventing their misuse. 

In a lecture he delivered 
at a Lions Club gathering, 
Mr. Sobar said the replace- 
ment of food coupons 
would be along the lines of 


the direct cash compensa- 
tion that was introduced 
with the remodelling of 
sidies for wheat and bread 
in August. 

According to Mr. Sobar, 
the subsidy for rice, milk 
powder and sugar costs the 
government JD 9 per capita 
per year, and this could be 
added to the JD 15 per capi- 
ta that is being paid as direct 
cash compensation for the 
rise in the price of bread 

Mr. Sobar said the sub- 
sidy for basic food items 
amounted to JD 100 mil- 
lion in 1995. 

As a result of the remodel- 


ling of subsidy for wheat 
and bread, Mr. Sobar said, 
the consumption of bread 
dropped by 37 per cent in 
the first three months after 
the move was implemented 

The minister also said the 
government planned to 
relax its control of prices of 
foodstuff but only after 
enacting the anti-monopoly 
and consumer protection 
law, and making amend- 
ments to the supply law 
with a view to including a 
clause fixing a maximum 
price. 

Mr. Sobar said wheat 
prices cannot be fully 


deregulated because wheat 
is a strategic item with 
direct bearings on food 
security. 

The government encour- 
ages the private sector to 
play its full role in the eco- 
nomic development, he 
said. It is within this con- 
text that the government 
recently allowed the private 
sector to import rice and 
sugar. 

Mr. Sobar said the gov- 
ernment imports almost 
80,000 tonnes of sugar — 
45 per cent of Jordan's 
annual requirements — 
sells it at subsidised price. 


Arafat urges Israel to respect withdrawal schedule 


Greed replaces passion in Egypt 

CAIRO (AH 5 ) — Greed has replaced passion as the chief 
motive for murder by Egyptian women, according to a police 
study released Tuesday. 

The study found that last year, murders carried out for finan- 
cial gain by Egyptian women for the first time outnumbered 
crimes of passion. 

It said that of the 27 reported murders by women in Egypt in 
1996. only nine could be considered crimes of passion while the 
others involved attempts to obtain money or an inheritance. 

The study said a total of 575 murders were committed in 
Egypt in 1996 and claimed that all of the murderers had been 
arrested. 

It said the common kitchen knife was the weapon of choice 
among lower-income Egyptian women while poison was pre- 
ferred by the wealthy. 

The study also found that the number of women involved in 
murder or attempted murder had dropped last year from 127 in 
1995 to 57 in 1996. 

Women were involved in 286 of the 5.128 reported burglaries 
last year while a woman was behind only one kidnapping, 
down from five the previous year, it said. 

Women were also branching out into new qreas of crime such 
as fraud, conuption and terrorism, the study said, adding that 
married women were six times more likely to be involved in 
criminal activities than single women. 


(Continued from page lj 

Labour Party and an archi- 
tect of the Isrueli-Palestin- 
ian peace accord, also 
attended. Mr. Arafat greet- 
ed him as “my comrade, my 
friend, my partner.'* 

The Hebron accord, said 
Mr. Peres, “has also shown 
that reality may be stronger 
than the government and 
that peace is stronger than 
policies. The government 
has submitted to a reality of 
peace.” 

Mr. Netanyahu narrowly 
defeated Mr. Peres in elec- 
tions last May and has 
slowed down putting the 
implementation of the 
accord. 

Mr. Peres, too, in his 
speech pushed for Syrian 
involvement in peace 
efforts. 

Mr. Netanyahu said on 
Tuesday that Israel was 
considering freeing the 
spiritual leader of the mili- 
tant group Hamas but had 
made no commitment to do 
so. 

“We did not commit our- 
selves at any stage on the 


freeing of Sheikh (Ahmad) 
Yassin. We are always 
checking the issue based on 
his illness. We are weighing 
the issue but there were no 
commitments,” Mr. 

Netanyahu told reporters at 
national police headquar- 
ters. 

“In contrast, there were 
obligations towards freeing 
of female (Palestinian) pris- 
oners in the framework of 
the agreement. But a specif- 
ic date was not set and it 
will certainly be set in the 
future.” 

It was not clear which 
agreement he was referring 
to. Israel reaffirmed its 
commitment to release 
Palestinian prisoners in the 
deal clinched last week. 

Mr. Arafat, on his tri- 
umphal entry to Hebron on 
Sunday, said Israel would 
"soon" release the wheel- 
chair-bound Yassin. Mr. 
Arafat said the women pris- 
oners would be released in 
a few days. Israel holds 
some 5,000 Palestinian 
prisoners. About 20 are 
women. 

Israeli Public Security 


Minister Avigdor Kahalani 
said after visiting Sheikh 
Yassin, 60, in December 
that there was room to dis- 
cuss freeing him. Sheikh 
Yassin, paralysed and in 
poor health since an acci- 
dent when young, was 
jailed by Israel for life in 
1989. 

Palestinian legislator 
Hisham Abdul Razek, who 
negotiated past prisoner 
releases with Israel, said the 
prisoners “will be out" 
before the end of the Holy 
Month of Ramadan in 
about three weeks. Other 
Palestinian sources, speak- 
ing on condition of 
anonymity, said the women 
would be released on Jan. 
25. 

The accords say Israel 
will release "Palestinian 
prisoners," but do not say 
whether this means some or 
all of them. 

Israel and the Palestinians 
meanwhile signed an agree- 
ment under which 1 80 
observers from six nations 
will patrol of Hebron. 

Israeli and Palestinian 
representatives said they 


hoped the observer force 
would help calm tensions in 
Hebron. 

Six countries — Norway, 
Sweden, Denmark, Italy, 
Switzerland and Turkey — 
will contribute to the 
observer force. Sixty of the 
180 members are already in 
Hebron. 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. 
Arafat and Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak are 
expected in Davos next 
month to attend a closely- 
watched annual economic 
forum,, organisers said. 

The World Economic 
Forum in Davos annually 
attracts high-ranking 
politicians and business 
leaders. It is scheduled to 
run from Jan. 30 to Feb. 4. 

Mr. Netanyahu, Mr. 
Arafat and Mr. Mubarak are 
Scheduled to anive on Feb. 
2, the organisers said. 

Also attending will be 
Russian Prime Minister 
Viktor Chernomyrdin and 
the new U.N. secretary 
general, Kofi Annan, who 
is expected to discuss his 
plans to reorganise the 
world body. 


‘Madeleine Albright’s aggressive policy might have 
Congress’ respect; 'but has yet to win the support of the public’ 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

BOSTON — Madeleine 
Albright, the new secretary 
of state, is a one time liber- 
al who has shifted to a hard- 
line advocate of assertion of 
American international 
interests as she moved up in 
the higher echelons of 
power. 

The tough academician 
turned diplomat and politi- 
cian has moved from an 
opponent of American mili- 
tary intervention to one of 
the most outspoken advo- 
cates of flexing American 
military power to defend 
what she perceives as 
American interests. 

The one time liberal, who 
is often accused of lacking 
vision, seems to be deter- 
mined to formulate and 
push her own hawkish doc- 
trine that believes in 
expanding American influ- 
ence in Eastern Europe and 
Asia. She argues for a com- 
bination of “constructive 
engagement" and "military 
intervention" to assert the 
ll.S. role and defend Amer- 
ican strategic and economic 
interests. 

The new secretary of 
slate, it seems so for, has 
not developed a specific 
approach to the Middle 
East, especially the Israeli- 
Arab conflict, although her 
record as American ambas- 
sador showed a strong till in 
favour of Israel. 

She has decided for now 
to keep the top State 
Department officials in 
charge of the Middle East, 
especially American media- 
tor Dennis Ross, at least 
Until her new team of aides 
are in place, and to develop 
a dearer approach to an 
area she is relatively new 
to. 

Mrs. Albright is expected 
to come under pressure, 
from lobbyists in Washing- 
ton, to give more attention 
to Syria, Iran and Iraq and 
not to place all the empha- 
sis on the Israeli-Palesrinian 
negotiations — of which 
Dennis Ross and the current 
team are frequently criti- 
cised for. 

Bui judging by her stale- 
ntenis, Mrs. Albright is con- 
lemplating a more ambi- 
tious and broader approach 



Mrs. Albright’s call for a 
bigger American role in 
Eastern Europe and in Asia 
seems to be pan of an 
evolving doctrine that aims 
at ensuring economic 
expansion and consolidat- 
ing of American interests in 
the new and vast markets of 
west Asia and East ‘Europe. 
But while in East Europe 
Mrs. Albright, who was 
bom in Czechoslovakia and 
fled with her family to die 
U.S. in 1948, emphasises a 
commitment to democrati- 
sation and a tough stand 
against any remaining 
socialist governments, she 
is endorsing “constructive 
engagement” with China to 
ensure American economic 
interests. 


tion against the two coun- 
tries or any that is seen to 
be a threat to the U.S. 

“The cold war is over but 
the threat has been reduced 
and not eliminated," she 
warned. 

In principle, Mrs. 
Albright has no problem 
winning the support of the 
Republican -dominated 
Congress that agrees with 
her tough stands in defence 
of American interests. 
However, Mrs. Albright’s 
argument in favour of wider 
deployment of American 
forces to preserve American 
interests is expected to 
counter resistance by a 
Congress that supports her 
goals but resents the 
prospects of endangering 


Madeleine Albright 

based on a thorough 
reassessment of the U.S. 
role in the post cold war 
era. According to one 
strong school of thought in 
Washington, the Middle 
East is no longer a serious 
source of threat and the 
U.S. should focus on 
Europe and Asia. 

Mrs. Albright has bee a 
strongly promoting a more 
prominent U.S. 

international role and influ- 
ence at the United Nations, 
and mainly ihe assertion of 
the U.S. role as a major 
power broker in Europe and 
Asia, even if that meant 
using the American military 
prowess. 

However, Mrs. Albright, 
as the incumbent Secretary 
of State Wanen Christopher 
recently pointed out, will be 
faced with a serious hurdle: 
Jack of sufficient ftinds for 
foreign policy expenditure. 

Nevertheless- she seems 
determined to leave her 
mark by putting in place a 
more assertive, and proba- 
bly aggressive, set of poli- 
cies that will guarantee the 
U.S. an international role in 
the coming century, espe- 
cially in areas were vast 
markets are rapidly evolv- 
ing. 

An apparently evolving 
“Albright doctrine" sug- 
gests that the U.S. should 


show more assertiveness in 
defending its interests, 
including flexing its mili- 
tary muscle if need be. 
American interests, as 
defined by Mrs. Albright, 
are mainly economic 
expansionism in the world 
markets, particularly in 
Asia and East Europe. 
Although she advocates 
strong commitment ■ to 
human rights, she also indi- 
cates that economic inter- 
ests come first. 

In an Albright era, as the 
nominee has indicated in 
congressiontil confirmation 
hearing, both the security 
and integration of Eastern 
Europe into the Western 
capitalist market and politi- 
cal system and the accom- 
modation of China — the 
emerging power in Asia — 
will be on top of the Amer- 
ican foreign policy agenda, 

“America should remain a 
European power... America 
should remain to be a Pacif- 
ic power," Mre. Albright 
said at the hearing, spelling 
out one of the main pillars 
of her vision of a future for- 
eign policy. But in order for 
the U.S. to assume the role 
of a major power in Europe 
and in Asia, it should be 
ready to use its military 
forces to assert its role, was 
the thrust of Mrs. Albright 
iirgument. 


“Mrs. Albright’s call for a bigger Amer- 
ican role in Eastern Europe and in Asia 
seems to be part of an evolving doctrine 
that aims at ensuring economic expan- 
sion and consolidating of American 
interests in the new and vast markets of 
west Asia and East Europe 


Whai is interesting is that 
: the Middle East has not y^t 
figured high in Mig. 
Albright’s “vision" for her 
country’s foreign policy. 
For although she asserts she 
will be personally involved 
in formulating the U.S. 
Middle East policies, her 
statements were mostly 
general and repetitions of 
U.S. stands. Judging by her 
testimony and answers, 
Mrs. Albright sees that 
American goals and inter- 
ests will be best achieved 
and preserved by ensuring 
Israeli security, the success 
of the U.S.-brokered Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
the dual containment of 
Iraq and Iran — that she 
describes as “rogue and 
lawless states." 

Mrs. Albright's tough lan- 
guage on Iraq and Inin, 
including her commitment 
to keep the sanctions on 
Iraq while ignoring protest- 
ers who broke into the hear- 
ings to protest embargo, 
however, 'suggests that she 
will not hesitate recom- 
mending military imerven- 


the lives of American 
troops. 

In her confirmation hear- 
ing on Capitol Hill, Mrs. 
Albright said that the U.S. 
government should not be 
hesitant to deploy forces 
when needed to defend "its 
interests." 

“We must be more than 
audience, more even than 
actors. We must be the 
authors of our new age," 
she said in her opening 
statements. At the same 
lime, she clarified that 
American interests will 
define and dictate the extent 
of American involvement: 
“We are not a charity or a 
fire department. We will 
defend firmly our own vital 
interests." 

In response to questioning 
by congressmen, she 
explained that while she 
does not advocate automat- 
ically sending American 
soldiers to conflict-ridden 
areas, she would press for 
military deployment in cer- 
tain situations. 

Analysts in Washington 
believe that if Mrs. Albright 


successfully pushes for her 
“doctrine," it will signal the 
end of what is known as the 
more cautious “Powell doc- 
trine” — as known to 
strategists. For although 
Colonel Collin Powell 
made his reputation as a 
tough commander in the 
1991 war against Iraq, he 
has since then argued for 
more judicious deployment 
of American troops to as sen 
the American role. Col. 
Powell's views, that were 
endorsed by outgoing 
Defence Secretary William 
Perry, are said to be influ- 
enced by fear of repeating 
the American quagmire in 
Vietnam and, consequently, 
he opposed deployment of 
troops when the stakes were 
high. 

The difference between 
“the Powell doctrine” and 
the Albright approach was 
highlighted in an account of 
a clash between the two 
over Bosnia. 

According to Col. Pow- 
ell’s published memoirs, 
Mrs. Albright was pressing 
for a direct American mili- 
taiy intervention in Bosnia 
while the ColoneP advised 
against placing the troops' 
lives in danger. An angry 
Powell responded to Mrs. 
Albright by reminding her 
that the American army was 
not “toy soldiers" that 
moved from one area to 
another. 

Mrs. Albright, however, 
has not always been the 
hawkish politician that she 
is presenting forcefully to 
the world. In the eighties, 
Mrs. Albright, who has 
served on the National 
Security Council under 
President Jimmy Carter and 
worked and advised a num- 
ber of Democratic presiden- 
tial candidates, argued in 
favour of mass destruction 
arms control and supported 
detente with the Soviet 
bloc. More interestingly, 
she strongly opposed the 
Gulf war. Now she says that 
she was wrong about her 
past stands. 

Mrs. Albright's ihift to a 
more hawkish position is 
believed to be dictated 
more by her political ambi- 
tion, us analysts and even 
some academics who knew 
her in the eighties say. 


A good example of how 
Mrs. Albright is ready to 
shift her post for political 
expediency is her once cor- 
dial relationship with for- 
mer United Nations Secre- 
tary General Boutros Ghali, 
whom she turned against 
once he became a liability 
to Washington. 

But such display of politi- 
cal expediency does not 
seem to affect her standing 
in Washington, or the entire 
U.S., where she is admired 
for her tough talk and sheer 
determination. 


“ What has tran- 
spired so far is 
that Mrs - Albright 
is bringing with 
her to the State 
Department an 
almost ‘black’ and 
‘white’ view of the 
world that is remi- 
niscent of the cold 
war era but that 
can tolerate * gray’ 
areas if that 
serves American 
economic inter- 
ests.” 


Whether Mrs. Albright 
will succeed in asserting a 
more American involve- 
ment remains to be seen. 
However, what has tran- 
spired so far is that Mrs. 
Albright is bringing with 
her to the State Department 
an almost “black” and 
“white” view of the world 
that is reminiscent of the 
cold war era but that can 
tolerate “gray" areas if that 
serves American economic 
interests. 

Mrs. Albrighr's vision of 
a world divided into “bad 
guys” and “good guys," she 
claims, is defined by her 
commitment to human 
rights and political free- 
doms. In her testimony, she 
vowed to be uncompromis- 
ing in pursuing and defend- 
ing universal human rights. 


Yet, as soon as she got to 
the specifics of 
international reputation, she 
defended the U.S. ties with 
China on the basis of strict- 
ly American interests and 
pushed the human rights 
issue to the back burner. 

In fact, at one point, Mrs. 
Albright was blunt in defin- 
ing the main objective of 
American policy to open 
markets for American com- 
modities by saying that, in 
her view, they should be 
available to ail people who 
want them. 

Like most American offi- 
cials, Mrs. Albright's 
“vision” equates free mar- 
ket policies with democracy 
and human rights and indi- 
cates that American rela- 
tions with other countries 
will depend on these coun- 
tries’ commitment to the 
free marker and democratic 
values. “We have no perma- 
nent enemies but permanent 
principles," she announced 
in an ironic twist of the 
famous saying. 

However, these principles 
were left open to interpreta- 
tion. For while she strongly 
argued against the isolation 
of China, she called Cuba 
the shame of Latin America 
while not saying a word 
about the poor human 
record of the Latin Ameri- 
can countries that have 
Turned to the free market. 

Mrs. Albright, who is 
viewed as a true champion 
of the American way of life 
against communism — her 
family fled Communist 
Prague — seems deter- 
mined to continue her cru- 
sade to defend “The Ameri- 
can Dream.” in her opening 
statements she said she had 
not expected a child of 
immigrants, whose primary 
goal when she arrived was 
to leam English, to become 
a jiecretary of state, taking 
pan in formulating the 
country's foreign policies. 
Her history has won her 
immediate respect in Con- 
gress, but her statements 
suggest a more aggressive 
policy that will still have to 
win the support of the 
American public who wants 
the administration to refo- 
cus anention on domestic 
problems. 
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Planning expert: Jordan needs 
to develop competitiveness, create 
investment- friendly environment 



B> Ghalia Alul 

S(\\ iul to the Jordan Unit's 

AMMAN — Jordan should 
provide a si able invest- 
ment- friendly environment 
and enact laws that guaran- 
tee ' "aggressive" local com- 
petition in a market free 
from cartels and monopoly 
operations, according to 
Head of the Technical Unit 
at the Ministry of Plun- 
rting.S'usm Mansur. 

"Wc need aggressive 
competition like in the U.S. 
and Japan" Dr. Mansur 
told the Jordan times in an 
interne*, adding that “if 
we close the economy 
through protectionism and 
impose price quotas on 
products and give compa- 
nies monopoly powers, we 
will he creating inefficient 
industries and a small mar- 
ket." 

Dr. Mansur recognised 
the importance of the new 
economic draft laws which 
were recently approved by 
the cabinet but believes 
more should be done to 
help attain economic 
growth. 

Jordan has already intro- 
duced a new set of draft 
laws which officials say 
will help jump-start the 
economy and lead to high 
economic growth. Among 
these laws, which were 
announced by Prime Min- 
ister Abdul Karim Kabariri 
in August last year, is a 
competition and an anti- 
monopoly law. However, 
these draft laws still need 
to be approved by the 
Lower House of Parlia- 


ment. 

Dr. Mansur said the need 
to develop competitiveness 
and create an investment- 
friendly environment has 
been emphasised in a study 
on the competitive advan- 
tage of the Middle East, 
sponsored by ministers 
from Jordan. Egypt. Pales- 
tine and Israel. 

He said the ministers, 
who met in the Hague in 
January last year, deter- 
mined the areas of compe- 
tition in each country’ as 
well as the areas of region- 
al competition. 

‘The idea of this project 
was to expand the econom- 
ic pie in each country as 
well as increase and build 
the economies of all four 
countries." Dr. Mansur 
said. 

Each country, he added, 
will determine its potential 
industries and find ways to 
make them more spe- 
cialised, efficient and pro- 
ductive through providing 
know-how as well as a 
more specialised labour 
force. 

“Productivity depends on 
the value of products and 
services (e.g. uniqueness, 
quality) as well os the effi- 
ciency with which they are 
produced," the study stated. 

Dr. Mansur called for 
more economic liberalisa- 
tion and urged the enhance- 
ment of quality control to 
ensure market demand for 
goods and services in a 
highly competitive and 
sophisticated global mar- 
ker. 

He added that demand 


will not be sustained in a 
country unless consumer 
awareness is enhanced 
through providing quality 
products and hiring skilled 
labour force. 

“We want competition to 
be beneficial for con- 
sumers.” said Dr. Mansur. 

Citing tourism in Jordan 
as an example. Dr. Mansur 
said that even though the 
country has good infra- 
structure, the lack of some 
quality facilities such as 
signs and updated maps 
could hinder the influx of 
tourism to the Kingdom or 
affect the number of days 
these tourists decide to 
spend in Jordan. 

‘•It’s very important to 
generate tourism in Jordan. 
We have 40,00(1 tourist 
sites in the country and we 
should create lots of funds 
by carrying out quality 
work in these areas." Dr. 
Mansur added. Bui to 
ensure maximum benefits, 
the services offered should 
be of a high quality that can 
attract tourist with high 
spending abilities. 

“To have fewer tourists 
who spend money is better 
than having many who 
don’t." Dr. Mansur said, 
stressing the importance of 
giving priority to quality 
rather than quantity. 

The study asserted that 
the role of governments in 
economic development is 
to “establish a stable and 
predictable economic and 
political environment, and 
create and communicate a 
positive, distinctive, and 
challenging economic 


vision for the nation." 

It added that governments 
should “improve the avail- 
ability, quality and efficien- 
cy of general purpose 
inputs and institutions, cre- 
ate a context that encour- 
ages innovation and 
upgrading as well as rein- 
force the process by which 
clusters form and develop." 

Dr. Mansur called for 
some sort of industrial 
complementarity where 
companies will subcontract 
the production of certain 
parts of the final product. 
Such cooperation will 
enhance quality of the 
product as a result of spe- 
cialisation. 

‘"Companies could not 
produce everything in- 
house. They cannot be 
experts in everything." Dr. 
Mansur said. 

Dr. Manusr said the study 
will be prepared by four 
national teams from the 
private sector and public 
sectors in Jordan, Egypt, 
Palestine and Israel. The 
teams, each made up of 
eight members look part in 
a week-long course at Har- 
vard University in October, 
added Dr. Mansur, who 
headed the Jordanian team 
to the course. 

He said the teams will 
complete the first phase of 
the study in the form of 
recommendations to deci- 
sion makers in March. 

The first phase of the 
study, which will be funded 
by the Dutch government, 
will cost approximately 
$276,000, Dr, Mansur said. 


Dubai to stop depending on oil by year 2015 


DUBAI i AFP i — The Gulf 
emmue nf Dubai has predicted 
it would stop reiving on nil by 
the year 2015 after boosting 
non-oil productivity per capita 
jo rates rivaling those in the 
developed nations. 

The non-oil sectors’ contribu- 
tion to gross domestic product 
(GDP) will rise from the cur- 
rent k 1.2 per cent to 88.7 per 
cent in 2000. to 97.5 per cent in 
2010 and to 100 per cent by 
2015. Dubai economist 
Mohammad Ali Al Abbar said. 

Mr. Al Abbar, director gener- 
al of the Economic Department 
of Dubai, tire second largest 


and richest member of the 
seven-member federation of 
the United Arab Emirates, 
made the forecast under a 
""strategic plan" for the period 
up to 2030. 

He declined to say if this 
meant that Dubai expects its oil 
reserves to ran out by 2015. but 
added that the plan was set up 
to cope with the prospect of 
decreasing oil revenues. -The 
plan is exactly for that." he said. 

Unofficial estimates expect 
Dubai will stop pumping oil in 
20 to 30 years, while the oil 
reserves of Abu Dhabi, the rich- 
est and largest emirate, are to 


last at least another 100 years ai 
the current output rate of more 
than two million harrels per 
day. 

Mr. Al Abbar also said Dubai 
seeks "to attain the status of a 
developed country on the 
strength of non-oil sectors by 
the year 2010.” 

“In specific terms it means a 
per capita GDP target of about 
$19,650 almost exclusively 
based on non-oil sectors,” he 
said, pointing out that Dubai’s 
current per capita GDP is 
$17,000 based on all sectors. 

Dubai's GDP was estimated 
by the end of 1995 at 34.6 bil- 
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i | 1 Shunt or Bradley 
J 5 Inspire with love 
10 Musical symbol 
!• 14 FDR's dog 

| * 5> Ot musical 
: sounds 

I 16 Unique 
| 1 7 Popular song, 
j wav back 
i 20 Rill' 

| 21 Sits for portraits 

! 22 Schooner's mast 

23 Desire 
Herrings 
i 2B Ottspnng 
! 29 Likely 

32 Type of type 
: 23 Sty cry 

j 25 'Able was I — ...” 
36 Act decisively 
29 Auaun? 

i 40 "L. — ' (TV 

• show) 

; 4 “l Dark 

| 42 Affirmative 

1 43 Broadway hit 

i letters 

; 44 Glorifies 

45 Enjoyment 

\ 46 Highest point 

; 4S Detection device 
. 5i Sluice 

56 Song from "Ain't 
| Misbehavin'" 

! 56 Paul of song 

1 59 Dinner dish 

60 Kind of cherry 

61 Require 

62 Pseudonym 

63 Observes 
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2 Beer ingredient 

3 Winglike 

4 Cost per unit 

5 Jazz tunes 

6 Long green 

7 — alia 

8 Ohio political 
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10 Sing gently 

11 Falls behind 

12 Lakewood's lake 
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lion dirhams t$9.5 billion), rep- 
resent! nc 25 per cent of tiie 
UAE GDP of 143.9 billion 
dirhams <$40 bill ion).- 

Dubai also plans to slow the 
arrivals of foreign workers by 
nearly half until the year 2000. 

The number of expatriate 
workers will increase by 15 per 
cent to reach 316,000 in 2000. 
while it would have increased 
by 27 per cent to 366.000 under 
the current influx rate. 

The number of UAE nation- 
als is also set to rise in the active 
population to 10 per cent in 
2000. compared to seven per 
cent currently. 

Asian nationals, mainly Indi- 
ans and Pakistanis, provide the 
bulk of the labour in the UAE 
whose active population is esti- 
mated at 287.000 wurkers out 
of a total population of 
674.000. 
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US Dollar 
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Source: Central Bank of Jordan. 
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Arab Bank, Royal Jordanian and Cairo Anuiian 
Bank sign data communications contracts 


Mr Imad Avoub. General Man- 
ager of Global One Communica- 
tions (Jordan) Lid., announced 
recently that Global One Com- 
munications (Jordan) Ltd. 
signed three separate contracts 
with Arab Bank, and Royal Jor- 
danian to provide them with the 
data communications services of 
the Global Intemevand with the 
ICairo Amman Bank for the 
Global X.25 network. 

In their effort to upgrade their 
services, reduce communications 
[casts, and be on top of the latest 
news. Royal Jordanian joined the 
Internet superhighway by con- 


necting their computer networks 
directly with the Global Inter- 
net. The Arab Bank also tied its 
Intranet network to Global Inter- 
net. This was provided to them 
through a dedicated link to the 
Internet through Global One 
Communications (Jordan) Ltd. 
the only Global Internet provider 
in Jordan. 

On the other hand, the Cairo 
Amman Bank signed a contract 
with Glubal One Communica- 
tions (Jordan) Ltd. Global X25 
services, which will be used by 
the bank to build a privaie and 
secure electronic mail (e-mail) 


for the bank to be used by 
branches in Jordan and the West| 
Bank. This wiD also enable the 
bank to transfer funds through 
the Society for Worldwide Inter- 
bank Financial Telecommunica- 
tion S.C. (S.W-LF.T) which will 
be provided in the near future 
through Global One Communi- 
cation (Jordan) Ltd. 

The addition Global One’s 
Global Internet and Global X25 
services to these coiporarions 
highlights the importance of data] 
communications to the banks in 
enhancing and providing beoerj 
services to their customers. 
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horoscope 

FORECAST FOR 
WEDNESDAY 

JANUARY 22, 1997 

. By Thomas 5. Pierson, 

Astrologer, Carroll 

Righter Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Achieving your 
personal goals should be 
uppermost in your mind 
today, so decide how best 
to pursue them. Contact 
enjoyable friends and 
have a fine tithe laiesT this 
evening. ;with them and 
you can have much fan: 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20? Ifydo inform 
superiors of your ambi- 
tious today, they can help 
..you attain, diem. Handle 
rivroor credit afrairs wise- 
ly. The diiys ahead can be 
very bright aid successful 
if ycw.apply yourself to 
any tasks :at band: 
GEMINI: {May ...21 to 
June 21) You're in a mood 
for making changes and 
ffiis is a good day today to 
do this at home or with 
career, activities. Any. new 
contacts you make at this 
time can be of great help 
to you in the days ahead 
so take, advantage . of the 
situation. w ' • 

MOON CHILDREN: 
{June 22 to July 21) If you 
display your. . talents to 
those in' power. Today, 
you’ll get the recognition 
: yojjL deserve, which can 
make you quite success- 
ful. Appnwch difficulties' 
from a new angle at this! 
time and make them easi- 
er and much more pros- 
perous. ' v 

LEO: {July 22 to August 
21) Get in touch with sue 1 
cessfai persons today, an d 
follow the advice which 
they give you^ Plan a trip 
with yoar loved ones 
which can quickly bring 
you , many ; benefits. . Be 
:suie your car is. 1 running 
well and has been ser- 
viced 

VIRGO: (August; 22 to 
September 22} Study up 
on new business methods 

: today winch can y iek tet- 
~ter profits and make you 
much more, successful 
,Try,fo.'fipd.a new! way. to 
bdp your mate, out of the 
doidmras .and ; into - the 
swmg.'cf things by being 
kind to him or bet ' 
LIBRA: . (September 23 
to October 22) Tty to be 
tiraurid. prominent people 
today you know and some 
of. their experience will 
rob; of on yqd : They can 
■be of. great . hdp at this 
'time and in. the days 
abead- Be more wilHrig to 
revisions in con- 
tracts; ■;, • 

SCORH<X(October 23 
to. November 21) If yoq. 
ass ume ■ an- : entiinsiastic; 
approach to your career' 
activities today, you’ll get 
the . approval pf bigwigs 
yt^.rjeed. TTas can afio 
bring advancement quick- 
ly; Try to come to; a better 
agreement wrfo a fellow 
associates : ■ 

SAGITTARIUS* 

(November 22 to Decem- 
ber 21). Go oui for. some 
amusements ■ with your 
mate later, this evening for 
some fun, however, bapr' 
'die a new project which 
seems quite ;r™c:=s - 
early today. Be 
tie. all day and you can 1 
make your career activi- 
ties fly by. ■ 

CAPRICORN: (Decem- 
ber 22 to January 20). It's a 
good dary today to make 

&Qse ■ improvements :, at 

home which will bring" 
more harmony and value 
there. Tbe evening is good 
for inviting a new triend to 
dinner,. so < make the effort, 
to make this person feel 

comfortable. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 
to February 19) Study 
your daily responsibilities 
today and see how they 
can become more produc- 
tive and profitable to you. 
Finish up the errands and 
visits you’ve ban avoid- 
tng for sometime and you 
can make this dav quite 
beneficial. 

PISCES: (February 20 to 
March 20) Don’t be so 
conventional in handling 
practical affairs today thtu 
you !1 Jose out monetarily. 
Confer with a person who 
js successful in business 
jJHd £& good advice for 
handling any career activ- 
ities quite beneficially. 

Birthstone of January: 
Garnet — Rose Quartz 
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O! review of news from i£e *J!ra£ic press 


Study highlights key 
achievements during 1996 

** A STUDY by Mohammad Jawabreh, director of studies 
and planning at the Investment Promotion Corporation, 
shows that Jordan has achieved a 5.2 per cent growth at fixed 
prices (10.8 per cent at current prices) in the gross domestic 
product last year. Sectorally mining registered a 10 percent 
growth while trade (wholesale and retain) transport, com- 
munications and convertible industries recorded six per cent 
growth, the study pointed oul ‘This growth in the gross 
domestic product will positively reflect on the per capita 
income which, according to some estimates, have readied 
$1,600 in Jordan and on the sectoral structure of the econo- 
my as productive sectors have expanded at he expense of 
consumption sectors,* Dr. Jawabreh indicated. 

As a result of the improvement in the economic perfor- 
mance in 1996, he growth in the raie of savings achieved 
“remarkable success” as it rose as a percentage of the gross 
domestic product from 1 1 .8 per cent in 1995 to 12.1 percent 
in 1996, the study showed. It attributed the increase o the 
decline in the percentage of total consumption to the gross 
domestic product from 88.2 per cent in 1995 to 87.9 per cent 
in 1996. 

The study highlighted the “beg growth” in investment 
spending last year by 16 [per cent to reach JD1.716.9 mil- 
lion or 33.4 per cent of the gross domestic product. In 1 995l 
the rare was 31.8 per cent. The private sector investment was 
“exceptional” as its share rose from 783 per cent in 1995 to 
81.4 per ant in 1996. 

A key investment indicators highlighted in the study was 
the decline in investment in the construction sector from 
81.4pqrin 1995 to 77-5 percent in 1996. “If this trend con- 
tinues it will mean a structural change in the type of invest- 
ments and a shift to productive investment. This constitutes 
a positive nun in Jordan's economic drive and will result in 
building a solid economic base” Dr. Jawabreh said (A1 
Ra'i). 


JOB OPPORTUNITIES 


TELECOMMUNK^IION OUTSIDE PLANT WORKS 

The Telecommunication s Department of Dar Al-Handasah Consultants 
( Shair ft Pa rtn e rs ) has been handling a multitude of large .projects in 
the Middle East, Africa. CIS and the Far East 
Dar now requires to fill the following immediate vacancies in its 
uperatiom in Lebanon for a proposed telephone network including 
underground and overhead cable and civil works using cabinet 
distribution systems and jelly filled cables. 


Tv? WTirirTi 


He wiD be inebatge of the design of tin local cable network in a 
region. He will head his team of Engineers and Assistant-Engineers. 

He will have 11-15 years of extensive OSP Planning and Design 
experience, and should be able to communicate in English. Candidates 
should have a Telecom or Electrical Engineering Degree. 


IV candidates win be expected to provide support for all aspects of 
Outside Plant, in (he Outside Plant Construction Supervision section. 
Tfcy should haw 10-15 years of Construction and Supervision 
iupefittice'Bxl hie ‘rifle icr communicate in English.. . . « — 

* To supervise- all aspects of the works related, to. Outside PianL. 
piftaiBng civil works cable laying and joints and cabinet and DJ* 
imaJhooB. 

■ Ensure that the contractor is meeting his responsibilities, and report 
to the Omride Plant Chief Engineer on progress and problem areas. 
•Aaist in the preparation of training programs of his staff. 


* To carry out site supervision duties and prepare reports. 

* To snperase and wimess all necessary tests, in accodance with the contract 

* To supervise foe work of all Outside Plant Assistant Engineers, 
Senior Inspectors and Inspectors working in the Outside Plant 
Cowetroakins Supervision section. 

Experience : 

* 10-15 years experience in construction and supervision. 

* English language reporting. 

Applications cum be sent by mail or m person 10 ihe following address: 

Dar Al-Handasah Consultants 
Jabal Al-Hussein, Opposite Mu 'as her Hospital 
(P.O.Box: 2292 , Amman 11181 , Jordan ) 

Tel: 661448 



*You can locate anyone on the Internet 
I just found the Imaginary friend 
I had when 1 was a little kid!" 
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Answer here: A 


Now arrange ihe cudod icttors !o 
form [ho surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by ihe above canoon. 
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(Aosweis tomorrow l 

JumWos: ALIAS EVOKE SALUTE DAWNED 
Answer: The veteran chof knew when 10 usn spates 
because- he was this - WELi REASONED 


Israel, Jordan and PNA launch joint tourism campaign 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israelis, Palestinians and 
Jordanians are launching 
a joint campaign to draw 
foreign tourists to the 
region following last 
week’s historic agree- 
ment on extending Pales- 
tinian rule to Hebron, 
officials said Tuesday. 

The public relations 
initiative will begin 
Thursday with the publi- 
cation by the Israeli, Jor- 
danian and Palestinian 
National Authority 
(PNA) tourism min- 
istries of joint advertise- 
ments in major U.S. 
newspapers under the 
title: **Peace. it’s a beau- 
tiful sight to see.” 

“Yes. we are all com- 
mitted to peace,” reads 
the ad, a copy of which 
was obtained by AFP. 
“And today, Israelis, Jor- 
danians and Palestinians 
open their arms, and their 
hearts, to extend a warm 
invitation to the Ameri- 
can people to come visit 
our lands which have 
given birih to so much 
faith and so much histo- 

*y? . . 

“The joint announce- 
ment shows that we are 
talking about shared 
recognition on the part of 
all the pities in the 
region ” ' said Israeli 
Tourism Minister Moshe 
Katzav. 

Referring to last week’s 
agreement extending 
self-rule to Hebron, the 
first breakthrough in the 
peace process since the 
right-wing government 
of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu 
came to power in Israel 
in June, Mr. Katzav said, 
“the progress in the 
peace process can con- 


tribute directly to Israel’s 
image and boost 
tourism.” 

A ministry spokesman 
said instructions had also 
been given to Israeli 
tourism officials abroad 
to launch their own ini- 
tiatives to take advantage 
of the favourable press 
coverage being given to 
Israel following the 
Hebron deal. 

Tourism to Israel fell 
five per cent last year 
compared to 1995, hit by 
a spate of militant sui- 
cide bombings against 
Israeli targets in Febru- 
ary and March and 
bloody clashes between 
Israeli and Palestinian 
security forces in Sep- 
tember. 

Meanwhile, Israeli 
tourism officials hope 
last week’s handover of 
most of the West Bank 
town of Hebron to Pales- 
tinian self-rule will pro- 
ject a more peaceful 
image to the world and 
calm the jitters of poten- 
tial tourists. 

‘Tourists are looking 
for peace, quiet and sta- 
bility.” Avi Rosental, 
director of the Israel 
Hotel Association, told 
Reuters. 

Israel’s tourism indus- 
try was reaping a peace 
dividend early last year 
until suicide bombings 
stopped a surge in for- 
eign visitors. 

“We feel the Hebron 
agreement will give back 
to Israel and the region 
some stability and secu- 
rity and will be a boost 
for tourism ” Mr. Rosen- 
tal said. ‘This will bring 
us back to the growth 
pace of the last five years 
of 10 per cent a year.” 


Tourist arrivals, includ- 
ing cruise ship passen- 
gers, dropped eight per 
cent to 2.3 million in 
1996 compared with the 
previous year, the hotel 
association said. 

The year had got off to 
a strong start. First-quar- 
ter arrivals were up 29 
per cent on the same 
period in 1995. But a 
wave of suicide bomb- 
ings that killed 59 people 
also claimed tourism as a 
casualty. 

In the second half of 
the year, tourist arrivals 
plunged 19 per cent com- 
pared with the second 


half of 1995. 

Israel i-Palestinian vio- 
lence that erupted after 
the new right-wing gov- 
ernment opened another 
entrance to a tourism 
tunnel near Muslim holy 
sites in East Jerusalem 
also scared visitors away. 

“It was a year of con- 
tinual problems” said 
Pnina Ben-David. an 
economist at the associa- 
tion. 

Tourism from the Unit- 
ed States, the main 
source of visitors to 
Israel, fell six per cent to 
425,000 in 1996, after a 
first-quarter rise of 12 


per cenL 

Arrivals from Britain 
slumped by five per cent 
to 216,000 after a first- 
quarter increase of five 
per cent. 

Bucking the trend, the 
number of German 
tourists rose two per cent 
to 223,000 — still a dis- 
appointing figure for 
Israeli hoteliers when 
taking into account a 
first-quarter rise of 39 
per cent 

Hotel industry officials 
hope peace will not only 
alleviate security con- 
cerns but foster regional 
tour packages, that 


include Egypt, Jordan 
and perhaps Lebanon 
and Syria. 

There are some 40,000 
tourist class hotel rooms 
in Israel and Arab East 
Jerusalem at present and 
another 20,000 are under 
planning or construction 
— of which half will be 
ready for occupancy by 
the year 2000. the hotel 
association said. 

“Investment in tourism 
is long-term. The pace 
shows there is investor 
confidence,” Mr. Rosen- 
tal said. 
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PAST 12 MONTHS 
5155 LOW 

COMPANY'S NAME 

P / E 

DIV. 

NO. 

OF 






TRANS. 

261.000 

205.000 

ARAB BANK 

14.0 

1.36 

6 

1.210 

. SBO 

MID. EAST IKV.BR. 

76.2 

0.00 

13 

2.700 

2.120 

INDUSTRIAL DEV. BE. 

5.3 

6.05 

4 

5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BK- 

12.5 

2.95 

1 

1.090 

.080 

J OR. GOLF BANE 

5.B 

7.22 

3 

4.180 

3.460 

JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 

10.0 

0.00 

3 

3.000 

3.380 

UNION BK.SAV.1NV. 

P 

0.00 

6 

3.120 

1.730 

BE I T.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.1 

B. 72 

5 

5.230 

4.4S0 

ARAB BANKING CO. 

24.1 

0-00 

5 

1.450 

1.000 

philadelinv.uk. 

g 

0.00 

4 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 195.31 'CHG; 


2-B30 1.830 JOR FRENCH INSUR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 120.32 Z CHG : -( 


Arabs, Westerners 
to launch $100m 
Mideast investment firm 


A group of U.S., Euro- 
pean and Arab investors 
announced plans Tuesday 
to launch a company with 
capital of $100 million to 
invest in Middle East and 
North African equities. 

The Kuwait-registered 
company, called Gulfin- 
vest International, will 
have authorised capital of 
30 million dinars ($100 
million), most of which 
will be raised in a private 
placement due to close in 
February. 

“The main investment 
focus will be to provide 
equity capital to private 
businesses to finance their 
growth in the emerging 
markets of Arab coun- 
tries,” a statement sent to 
AFP said 

Investments will be 


made .in private and pub- 
licly quoted companies in 
the Middle East and North 
Africa, but the company 
will also be able to invest 
outside the region, the 
statement said. 

The founding sharehold- 
ers include investors from 
Britain, Jordan; Kuwait, 
Luxembourg, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria and the United 
States, while Kuwait- 
based Abdul Salam Al 
Awadhi and London- 
based Faisal Kudsi will 
lead the management 
team. 

The founders have 
already pledged $20 mil- 
lion, while the company 
expects to raise a total of 
$50 to $100 million 
through the private place- 
ment 


1.830 

1.450 

JOR. ELECTRIC PWR. 

11.2 

7.41 

4 

2750 

4475 

1.63 

1.62 

.01- 

2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.5 

8-00 

1 

100 

250 

■2-50 

2.50 

- 

1.060 

.580 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

31.8 

0.00 

1 

350 

317 

.62 

.62 

— 

2.200 

1.490 

HID. EAST HOTELS 

6S.9 

0.00 

2 

200 

307 

1-52 

1.53 

.014 

3.720 

3.130 

ARAB INTL.INV.EDUC. 

14.0 

5.63 

5 

2150 

7633 

3-55 

3.55 

- 

1.220 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0-00 

5 

4250 

4463 

1.05 

1.05 

- 

2.250 

1.690 

UNIFIED CO. 

11 . s 

4.67 

8 

4260 

9063 

'2.14 

2.14 

- 

1.200 

.820 

UNION LAND DEV. 

B 

0.00 

1 

400 

340 

' . 84 

.85 

.02+ 

SERVICE 

SECTOR 

TOTALS INDEX: 111 

30 -CRG: 

-D.03 

27 

14450 

26747 




3.500 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

35.8 

0.00 

j 

134 

445 

3.28 

3.33 

.05 + 

6.000 

4.950 

ARAB POTASH CO. 

17.7 

3.42 

3 

350 

2044 

5.80 

5.84 

.04 + 

10.400 

8.720 

JOR. PETROL. REFI NARY 

10.1 

8.05 

20 

4130 

40903 

9-87 

9.94 

.07+ 

3.650 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMM. AGR - 

35.1 

0.00 

3 

450 ■ 

1172 

2.60 

2.61 

-01 + 

7.950 

6.420 

JOR. WORSTED MILLS 

8.9 

J . 60 

1 

150 

104 J 

6.95 

6.95 


4.700 

3.040 

ARAB PHARM. MAIIF. 

ro.o 

5.40 

5 

516 

1755 

3.66 

3.65 

.01- 

1 6.500 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

8.2 

J.I9 

3 

108 

702 

6.50 

6.60 

.10« 

2.310 

1.570 

JOP. PIPES MANFCT. 

8.9 

J.45 

J 

2 350 

3784 

1.60 

1.61 

.01 + 

5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALUM. IND. 

n.n 

A. 31 

4 

I960 

7109 

3.60 

3.61 

.01- 

.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK A POULTRY 

. 

0.00 

11 

1405U 

920 7 

.62 

.62 


1.440 

1.060 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRD- 

8.2 

8-56 

10 

?]400 

260=13 

1.22 

1.21 

.01- 

1.020 

.540 

NATIONAL INDS. 

*•■. I 

B.B.’ 

01 

.-/60 

1870 

.68 

.66 


1.580 

.930 

1 NTEPHED . PETRO . CIIEH ■ 

g 

II. on 

i 

250 

2B1 

1.13 

1.1J 


1.240 

.670 

JOP. SULPHO-CHEH 


n.ou 

; 

2900 

2234 

.80 

.82 

.02- 

1.720. 

1 .080 

ARAB PHARM. CHEH. 


.-.O'J 

15 

5 750 

8367 

1.48 

1.45 

.03- 

3.180 

1.440 

UNIV. MODN. INDS. 

5.2 

11 . 03 

B 

2700 

4644 

' 1.72 

1.72 


1.390 

.840 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

25. B 

0.00 

9 

3 700 

3540 

.96 

.95 

.01- 

1.380 

1.0B0 

INTL. TOBACCO 

30.8 

0-00 

11 

6350 

8245 

1.30 

1.30 


1. SBO 

.930 

UNION CK. i VEG. 

25.4 

0.00 

51 

46100 

48254 

1.04 

1.03 

.01- 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 116.30 'CHG: *0.53 195 116855 J7JO01 


INDEX: 153.60 *CBG; *0.20 27S 14B2B3 256788 
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CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 
JOR. TRADE FAC. 

UNION INV. SO' 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 
AL.-DAWLI YAH 75' 

JOR. INDS '-CH-JEMCO 
ARAB TOC FED. 

ARAB IN' -TRD- 

NATL. T: .3 

NATL.MUL. . -NG . NAM I CO 
JORDAN STEEL 
MIDEAST PHARM. 75* 
UNION TOBACCO 75* 
RAXI PHI »' v |. 65* 

INDS. ENG. 

NAIL. POULTRY 
ARAB INI. POOD PACT. 
MID. EAST COMPLEX 


.50 .01* 

.54 

.72 

.46 .01- 

.68 

.30 .01- 

.63 

.48 .02- 

.55 

.51 .01- 


.45 .01- 

.78 .02* 



1 : How 12 month* high 
* : Now 12 aontho low 
K : Ltotod during the paot 12 nontho 
P : P/B ratio Lb 100 or nore 
g : Negative P/E 

Z i Earning io tern or N/A for the moat recent year 




.'**% Jordan Marketplace 


World .gems, hand made in Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold, 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 


Amra Hctc! Shops! 
6 th • Circle-,- A: nm an | 
Also' in'- Brazil 



FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Af Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abcjoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605-810609 
Fax: 810520 J 


Ijp 

TTIfTT 

MI 



-t i J'AMV! s r\ in:s 


-•|\!MTN\V'f'SM{\in:S 


■to it ki n r. 

n.i 1 -V : M' 
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SECURITY 
HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY 






Advertisement 



ir^Birwcfi 


Swefieh td: 823891 


CROAT! HOTEL 


- INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOL 

-SAUNA JACUZZI & 

MASSAGE 

■ FTTNESS ROOM 

-TENNIS & SQUASH 
COURTS ' 

TEL: 758180 
Radio & TV Station RcL 



FORRENT 

DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 



EAL ESTAT 


III : 699369 

FAX : 704414 


Teppanyoki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


For Res. 812997 - 814118 
Mecca St. Dnouri Center 




ES KOR 
RENT 


TO BDUERTJSE IN 
THIS SECTION CALL 
667171/6 - 670141/4 
EkL 223 



8upMore 

TeL 688 471 Ext 32 


; Ilirth'* 1 " 11 
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Sports 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, January 22, 1997 


Australian Open 

Coetzer, Moya win indoors 



as Chang rolls on 


MELBOURNE iAP» — 
AmanJa Coetzer :ind Curlo> 
Moya escaped the searing 
heat by scoring their victo- 
ries indoor*. And when rhe 
heat relented. Michael 
Chang pro' ided his o\\ n. 

Chanc wore down 
Msircelo Ro< 7-5. 6-i. 6-4 
to reach the Australian 
Open *c mi finals Tuesday, 
a iter Coetzer and Moya 
Kvaiii'* the first and only 
rnatcli winners >o Lit in a 
Grand Slam lournamem 
with the stadium roof 
closed because of extreme 
heat. 

By the lime Chang played 
at night, outside tempera- 
tures had cooled from 39- 
degree* < IiCFi in the shade 
— and up to 61 ) degree* 

1 14<»F » »in court — to the 
lov. 2U* ilo" "Us Ft. and the 
centre court roof w;l* open. 

But No. 2 seed Chang, a 
final]*! here last year, acred 
a* hi* ov. n pressure-cooker, 
pounding back shot alter 
*liot against the ninth-seed- 
ed Chilean. 

Mary Pierce, the 1095 
champion, also got to play 
in the evening cool, but had 
to come hack from 0-5 ip 


the final set to beat No. 16 
Sabine Appel mans 1-6. 6-4. 
6-4. 

Pierce, who has slipped to 
22nd in ihe rankings from 
No. 3 early in 1995. had 
plenty of help from 
Appelmans. The Belgian 
double faulted three times 
in the final set's fourth 
game and once in the sixth 
as Pierce hauled back to 3- 
3. Six of Appelmans' 1 I 
double faults came in the 
final set. Another one ended 
the second set. 

*1 think it was mostly 
nerves.” Appelmans said. 

But now. ’Tm so glad it*s 
over. I was a little nervous 
all day" about being in her 
first Grand Slam quarterfi- 
nal. she said. 

Fierce kept Appelmans on 
the run with heavy ground- 
strokes. but her quest for 
winners led to numerous 
errors, too. Appelmans 
saved two match points at 
4-5 before netting a drop 
shot while trying to save the 
third. 

At the start. Pierce said, 
she didn't have much ener- 
gy. but later managed to get 
her feet mo\ ins and becume 


more aggressive. 

"Days like these are the 
ones that count the most, 
when you feel like nothing 
is going well, when you 
don’t feel very good and 
you're noi playing good, lo 
fight for every- point until 
the end. ' she added. 

She next meets the 1 2th- 
seeded Coetzer. who ousted 
No. 1 Steffi Gmf on 
Sunday Cue izer advanced 
to her second consecutive 
Australian semifinal by 
heating American Kimberly 
Po 6-4. 6- 1' in 66 minutes. 

Moya, who played his 
first four Grand Slam tour- 
naments lust year, never 
gening past the second 
round, reached the men’s 
semifinals with a 7-5. 6-2. 
6-7 1 5-7). 6-2 victory over 
Spanish compatriot' Felix 
Mantilla, seeded 14th. 

Both matches were played 
in air-conditioned tempera- 
tures in the mid-2t)s (mid- 
70s F) on centre court, 
while doubles matches and 
all boys' and girls’ matches 
went on outside in sauna- 
like conditions. 

The roof can be closed 
anv time for rain, but the 



decision lo shut out the heat 
applied only to today’s day 
session. The cooler weather 
that arrived at night was 
expected to last several 
days. 

”*I would have preferred 
to play outside." said 
Coetzer. who trained in the 
Florida heat for 

Melbourne’s conditions. 

And, she added, her 
preparations already had 
paid off in her victory over 
Graf, who ran out of energy 
from the effects of the heat 
and an infected toe. 

Even without the heal. 
Coetzer wore down Po by 
running down every shot 
and waiting for her to miss. 

"She moves you around 
with spin and slice and 
keeps it a little out of your 
range.” said Po, who never 
hud advanced past the third 
round in IS previous Grand 
Slam tournaments. 

Coetzer won the first set 
of her semifinal against 
Anke Huber lust year before 
bowing 4-6. 6-4. 6-2. 

This time, “I feel like if I 
do get an opportunity. I'm a 
little bit more mature than 
what 1 was last year in some 
ways.” she said. 

Coetzer did not quarrel 
with the rule that referee 
Peter Bellenger could 
decide to close the roof in 
temperatures of 35 degrees 
(95 0 or more once the tour- 
nament had reached the 
quarterfinals, ail played on 
the 1 5,000-seat centre 
court. Before that, fairness 
is an issue since some 
matches are played on out- 
side courts that don’t have 
retractable roofs. 

But Michael Chang’s 
coach, his brother Cad, said 
llie roof closing had 
changed the conditions of 
the tournament. 

"If you happen to have 
put in the training and the 



Spain's Carlos Moya pours water over his head during 
break in his quarter-final match against compatriot 
Feux Mantilla at the Australian Open. Moya defeated 
Mantilla in four sets 7-5 6-2 6-7 6-2 (Reuters photo) 


wotk so that you can cope 
with the heat, then you 
should have the chance to 
be rewarded," he said. 

Mantilla said he also had 
come to Melbourne “^pre- 
pared to play under the con- 
ditions that the tournament 
should be played under.” 

Keeping the roof open 
probably would not have 
made much difference 
against ihe fn Moya, he 
said, but “I’m very disap- 
pointed on the way that 1 
was treated.” 

He said he had warmed up 
mostly in the wind and sun 
on centre court before the 
roof was closed. Moya 
practiced next, under the 
roof. 

Moya, meanwhile, wanted 
to talk about the match. 

‘"I'm in the semifinals, I 
beat him and the first ques- 
tion is about the roof." said 
Moya, who upset defending 
champion Boris Becker in 
the first round. ‘“I was 
going to play anyway if it 
was snowing, raining or 60 
degrees (Celsius, or 140 
Fahrenheit):” 

As for the match, ‘“I had 


to play my best tennis here 
and for the first time had to 
rake more risks,” said 
Moya, the first Spaniard to 
make the semifinals in the 
Australian since Andres 
Gimeno lost to Rod Laver 
in the 1969 final. 

“I went tp the her. I took 
more risks withs my fore- 
hand because if I played as 1 
played lately. I was not 
going to beat him." said 
Moya, who ventured to the 
net 42 times, twice as often 
as Mantilla, and won two- 
thirds of those approaches. 

Referee Bellenger, 
explaining his decision to 
close the roof, said: “’’We 
haven’t had 40-degree 
(104F) temperatures in 
Melbourne for eight ye*«rs. 
... 1 thought it was better for 
the game, for the players 
and for the public to be able 
to view the game in relative 
comfort.” 

Bellenger said the play- 
ers' safety was a concern, 
but that if a player were in 
danger, there would be 
warning signs in time for 
medical attention, n- « • ’ 


Mary- Pierce of France plays a backhand during her quarter-final match against 
Belgium’s Sabine Appelmans at the Australian Open. Pierce won 1-6 6-4 6-4 (Reuters 
photo) 


Singles sdieduRWW^IOffi^y of the $7.6 foDBoklXMmtf tijiefir 
tennis tournament on Wednesday (prefix denotes seeding).; 

CfiBBs Cm.i234Si5 MT . iaa »Ja £ ate l 

14-Mary Joe Fernandez (U.S.) v Dominique Van Roost (Belgium). 

8-Irina Spirlea (Romania) v 4-Martina Hingis (Switzerland) . 

3-Goran Ivanisevic (Croatia) v 5-Thomas Muster (Austria) 

fljgfaL$g&Si< W IPSQQ GMT s tart ) 

I -Pete Sampras (U.S.) v 10- Albert Costa (Spain) ' 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

; Position: 

1 Junior Sales Promoter/Marketing 
Specialist 

: Qualifications: 

; 1 - University degree in a business-related 
! field. 

: 2. Proven experience and success in 
: domestic product promotion/sales. Regional 
: sales experience highly desirable. 

; 3. Ability to assist in the development and 
1 implementation of a market driven promo- 
tion strategy. 

;4, Strong interpersonal skills, professional 
; presentation, and the ability to work in a 
'team. 

[5. Computer skills desirable. 

I 

; 6. Fluency *n English. 

; Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
■than February 1 . 1997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O.Box 5118, 

i Amman - 11183, Jordan, 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Manager of Ceramics Factory 

Qualifications: 

1. University degree in Business 
Administration/industrial Engineering or 
related field. 

2. Minimum five years management experi- 
ence, preferably in a private sector factory. 

3. Ability to develop, implement, monitor, and 
evaluate a strategic plan to revitalise a 
ceramics factory with emphasis on product 
quality, marketability, and competitiveness. 

4. Ability to establish targets and achieve 
results.j 

5. Strong interpersonal skills; ability to moti- 
vate people and work in a team. 

6. Computer skills desirable. 

7. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1, 1997, and directed to; 

The Executive Director, 

P.O.Box 5118, 

Amman - 1 1 1 83, Jordan. 


REQUIRED 

Female required to deputise for and 
| assist the director of a centre for 
physically handicapped children. The 
applicant should have knowledge in 
I the field of rehabilitation and of 
administration. 

Applicants to mail CV to 
P.O. Box 5102 


A Crystal 
Touch 
From 
Italy 

■ Office & House Furniture. 

■ Available Duty Free. 


^IVANIA 


GEORGE A, ABUZEID & CO. 

WadrSsqra st. next to’ Jordan Sank Tel. 646635 Fax: 755204 



SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Klinsmann in Germany for now 

GLASGOW (AFP) — German captain Jurgen 
Klinsmann, in Scotland for rwo friendly matches, 
refuses to look further than the end of the season. In 
football you never know, but all my concentration is on 
Bayern right now," Klinsmann said after arriving in 
Glasgow with his Bayern Munich team-mates for a 
challenge match against Railh Rovers in Kirkcaldy. 
‘There were a few contacts but there is no point in 
making a decision at this time” the former Tottenham 
star said of speculation he might return to an English 
Premier League club. 

Stich, Becker to miss Davis Cup 

HAMBURG, ( AFP) — Former Wimbledon champion 
Michael Stich has told German Davis Cup captain Niki 
Pilic he will be unavailable for rhe Davis Cup fie with 
Spain in February. The 20th ranked former Wimbledon 
champion, runner-up at the French Open last year, said 
he was suffering from a shoulder injury. Becker, who 
failed to successfully defend his Australian Open title 
going out in the first round, had already told Pfiic he 
would not be available owing to fatigue and that the 
clay courts of Majorca, where the tie is to be played, 
would be too difficult to adjust to after the fast hard 
courts in Australia. 

Pedros set for Parma 

>me (AFP) — French international striker Reynold 
_ .tiros looks set to join Italian Serie A side Parma, 
becoming the third French player to join the reviving 
former Cup Winners Cup holders. The 26-year-old 
Pedros, whose missed penalty against the Czech 
Republic cost France a place in the Euro *96 final, is 
currently at Olympique Marseilles. 

Hitzfeld German coach of the year 

MUNICH (AFP) — Borussia Dortmund coach Onmar 
Hitzfeld was voted German coach of the year by forty 
present and past internationals. The 4S-year-old, who 
led Dortmund lo their second successive title in 1996. 
beat national coach Bertie Vogts despite Vogts coach- 
ing Germany to the Euro ‘96 title. 

Saudis reward coach 

Riyadh (AFP) — Saudi Arabian football authorities 
have rewarded their Portuguese national coach 
Eduardo Vingada for winning the Asian Cup in 
December with a one year conrracr. Vingada. who 
replaced Jose Zumario of Brazil two months ago, will 
have it extended if the side is successful in qualifying 
for the 1998 World Cup in France. 

Dalglish signs Raul 

LONDON (R) — Newcastle manager Kenny Dalglish 
has made his first move to shore up the Premier 
League’s side’s porous defence by signing Portuguese 
under-2l international Raul from Farense on a free 
transfer. Former Liverpool and Blackburn manager 
Dalglish took over at Newcastle last week -after Kevin 
Keegan resigned on January 8. 


CAR FOR SALE 

(Customs duty unpaid) 

Volvo 740 GL 1988 with air-condition, 
central lock, power steering, in 
excellent condition. 

Call Tel: 5522291 


FOR SALE 


JEEP Cherokee- 1995 Model. 2500 CC. 2 
doors. Dark blue. Manual Transmission. A/C. 
Power steering & brakes. Low mileage. 

Price: JD8750 w/out customs. 

Tel: 5519610 


CAREER OPPORTUNITY 

An international company requires qualified 
accountants for its offices in Amman for the followina 
positions: a 

1. Assistant to the Chief Accountant- 

The ideal candidate will be: 

• Holding an accounting degree from a British or 
Amencan University. 

• Aged between 30-40 with a minimum of five vears 
experience in a similar position. 

• Computer literate and has a good command of the 
English language. 

• Excellent communicator and possesses leadership 
qualities to motivate, develop and train staff 

?k^ S ^ tan li° 0,6 Le9a * & Tax Manager: 
The ideal candidate will be: a 

p^ ing A an acco V ntin 9 or finance degree from a 
British or Amencan University a 

: Aged between 30-40 with a minimum of five years 
international experience in these two fields V 

• Fluency in professional Arabic and English. 

The organisation will be offering good salaries anti 
long term career opportunities CandfdaeS 

senSte,rcV n P E 0 nn^^ y appl * ^ anfshouS 
me ^oSnTaSf 3 recent ph °M 

Regional Office Representative 
P.O. Box 140787 
Amman 11814 
Jordan 
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CINEMA 


TEL:634144 


PtHILflDELPHiR “1 
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Steve Martin in 

SGT. BILKO 

IShows: 12:30. 3:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


CINEMA TEL’ 634 144 ST 

tv PHILADELPHIA “2” J s 

A Rob Cohen film 
Sylvester Stallone ... in 

Daylight 


Show^: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Cinema 


TEL699238 \T CINEMA 


PLHZfl 




Mahmoud Abdul Aziz...in 

< 

The Gentleman 

(Arabic) 




Shows: 12:00, 2:00. 6:30. 8:30, 10:30 

V • A 


TEL;677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “1” 

Arnold Schwarzenegger...in 

c ERASER 

2:15, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Coming Soon... “Custom made 
Citizen” 

The satirical play starring Mousa Hijazin 


Y Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre ^ 

>1 V TEL: 625155 J 

Ramadan specials 
by Nabil & Hisham 

startinq Jan. 22 
Wed., Thurs., & Fri. 
or reservations please call 
640155, 625155 
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Sports 



Shaquille O'Neal goes up for a dunk (file photo) 


Nuggets beat Nets in season’s 
highest-scoring game 


DENVER (R) — Laphonso 
Ellis scored a career-high 
36 points and Antonio 
McDyess returned to the 
lineup with 29 as the 
Denver Nuggers defeaied 
the New Jersey Nets, 132- 
123 Monday. - 
It was the highest scoring 
game this season, eclipsing 
rile Chicago Bulls 129-123 
overtime win against the 
Los Angeles Lakers. 

“Hats off to our guys, we 
stayed cool and didn’t blow 
our lead” Ellis said. “A cou- 
ple of weeks ago who 
knows it all starts with 
Jackson, he’s so sawy and 
keen to get us the ball at the 
right times.” 

In Atlanta, Steve Smith 
scored a season-high 31 
points and Christian 
Laettner added 23 as the 
Atlanta Hawks built an 1 8- 
point fourth-quarter lead 
and held off the Charlotte 
Hornets, 106-97 for their 
10th straight win. 

Mookie Blaylock con- 
tributed 20 points and 10 
assists for the Hawks. Glen 
Rice scored 33 points and 
Vlade Divac had 21 for the 
Homers, who had their 
four-game winning streak 
snapped. 

In Los Angeles, Nick VaD 
Exel had 24 points as the 
Los Angeles Lakers 
snapped a two -game home 
losing streak with a 109-99 
victory over the Dallas 
Mavericks. 

Shaquille O’Neal, who 
saw his streak of 28 straight 
games with 20 or more 
points end Saturday, fin- 
ished with 14 points and 13 
rebounds for the Lakers. 

At Minnesota, rookie 
Stephon Marbury scored 20 
points and had a career- 
high 13 assists and Kevin 
Garnett also scored 20 
points as the Minnesota 
Timberwolves cruised to a 
96-83 victory over the San 
Antonio Spurs. 

Tom Gugliotta had 18 
points and 12 rebounds for 
Minnesota. 

In New York, Buck 
Williams scored 13 of his 
season-high J 7 points in the 
first half as the New York 
Knicks continued their 
mastery of the Washington 
Bullets with a 95-79 victo- 
ry. 

Patrick Ewing had 22 
points and 14 rebounds for 
New York. 

*1 thought we had great 
energy,'’ said New York 
coach Jeff Van Gundy. “We 
have to leam how to play 
from behind and with the 
lead." 


Chris Webber scored 17 
points and Juwan Howard 
13 for Washington. 

In Phoenix. Kevin 
Johnson scored 19 points 
and had a key steal with 
four seconds remaining as 
the Phoenix Suns rallied for 
an 89-86 victory over the 
Detroit Pistons. 

Cedric Ceballos had 18 
points and Rex Chapman 
17 for the Suns, who scored 
a season-low 33 points in 
the first half and erased a 
15-point third-quarter 
deficit. 

“That was the best game 
of the year” Phoenix coach 
Danny Ainge said. “Our 
starters were a tittle slug- 
gish the first half and when 
they (Detroit) started hit- 
ring the threes, their (the 
Suns) heads were drop- 
ping.” 

In Seattle, Gary Payton 
scored 30 points and Shawn 
Kemp added 23 as the 
Seattle Supersonics 

remained perfect in 1997, 
knocking off the Vancouver 
Grizzlies, 1 1 2-96. 

Detlef Schrempf chipped 
in 20 points, seven 
rebounds, seven assists and 
three steals for Seattle. 


which is 8-0 in the New 
Year and has won 12 of 14 
games. 

Jim Mcllvaine had 10 
points for the Sonics. 

At Utah. JCarl Malone 
scored 14 of his 32 points 
and Jeff Homacek had 1 1 
of his 1 9 in a lopsided third 
quarter that blew the game 
open and gave the Utah 
Jazz a 94-74 victory over 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. 

The Jazz put the game 
away by outscoring 
Cleveland 32-10 in the 
third. 

The Jazz, who won for 
the fourth time in five 
games and improved to 10- 

11 in a 21-game span fol- 
lowing a 17-2 start. 

In Philadelphia, Glenn 
Robinson had 29 points, 
including nine in a decisive 
15-0 run in the third quar- 
ter, to lead the Milwaukee 
Bucks past the sliding 
Philadelphia 76ers, 1 14- 
104. 

Robinson capped the 
third quarter run with a 16- 
foot jumper to give the 
Bucks an 82-65 lead with 
3:21 to go in the third. Vin 
Baker added 22 points and 

12 rebounds for the Bucks. 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Director of Income Generating 
Activities 

Qualifications: 

1 . University degree in Business 
Administration/Finance or other business- 
related field. 

2. Minimum five years managerial experi- 
ence, preferably in a private sector factory. 

3. Experience in developing, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating projects which 
emphasise international and domestic prod- 
uct marketing, competitiveness and prof- 
itability. 

4. Strong interpersonal skills which foster 
positive building practices. 

5. Computer skills desirable. 

6. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1, 1997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O.Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan. 
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Allen 

Johnson 

expects 

record 

breaking year 

NEW YORK (R) — After 
setting the Olympic record 
in the 1 10-meter hurdles last 
year. Allen Johnson has no 
intentions of slowing down 
this year. 

“For 1997 I’m expecting 
to break the world record.” 
Johnson told the weekly 
Track Writers Association 
luncheon in a rele-confer- 
ence call Monday. 

Colin Jackson of Britain 
set the world record of 12.91 
seconds at the 1993 World 
Championships in Stuttgart. 

“Last year my focus was 
the gold medal and I 
assumed that the world 
record would come along 
with the gold medal,” said 
Johnson, who settled for a 
Olympic best of 12.95 in 
winning the gold medal at 
the Atlanta games. 

The record will motivate 
me and it is something that 
every athlete shoots for and 
it is something I feel I’m 
capable of doing,” said the 
25-year-old Johnson, ranked 
the world's top hurdler last 
year after winning 1 1 races. 

Johnson, though, is nor 
about to slow down this 
indoor season either. 

“I'm training to try to 
break the American record 
in the 60-metre hurdles this 
indoor season" Johnson 
said from Columbia, South 
Carolina, where he lives and 
trains. 

Johnson will get his first 
chance to eclipse Greg 
Foster's record of 7.36 sec- 
onds at the 90th running of 
the celebrated Miltiose 
Games at Madison Square 
Garden, Feb 7. 

He will also run at next 
month's Grand Prix meet in 
Fairfax. Virginia and in both 
the U.S. championships. 


Ronaldo crowned king 
of soccer by FIFA 


LISBON (R) — Barcelona's young Brazilian star Ronaldo, 
who has taken the Spanish League by storm in his first sea- 
son, was crowned FIFA world player of the year on 
Monday. 

The 20-year-old received more than double the points of 
his nearest rival, last year’s winner George Weah of AC 
Milan, in a poll of more than 100 international soccer 
coaches. 

England captain Alan Shearer of Newcastle was third in 
the run-off which featured three of the soccer world's top 
marksmen. 

The Brazilian, top scorer in the Spanish League with IS 
goals this season, received 329 points under the poll’s sys- 
tem of voting, against 140 for Weah and 123 for Shearer. 

The award, the sixth time it has been made, was present- 
ed to Ronaldo at a glittering ceremony later on Monday in 
Lisbon's Belem Cultural Centre 

Ronaldo is the second Brazilian to win the. award . 
Roman o was acclaimed the world’s best player in 1994. 
Other past winners are Italy’s Roberto Baggio. Dnicbmar. 
Marco Van Baste □ and Lothar Manhaeus of Germany. 

The Brazilian, regarded by many as the most exciting 
player to emerge since Argentina’s Diego Maradona, is so 
highly prized by Barcelona that they recendy bound him to 
the club for 10 years with a multi-million dollar contract. 

Dubbed the “extra-terrestrial” by soccer-mad Spanish 
fans, the shaven-haired Ronaldo made an explosive start to 
the season with Barcelona. 


He likes nothing better than to latch on to the ball in mid- 
field and head for goal, his extraordinary balance and 
strength enabling him to appear to bounce off defenders. 

His modesty has also won him admirers beyond the 
massed ranks of Barcelona supporters. 

“1 am young and 1 still have a lot to leam,” he told a news 
conference after the award ceremony. “When they handed 
me the trophy, I remembered when 1 was young and how r I 
wanted to be the best player in the world.” 

The biggest ovation of the night was for Liberia's George 
Weah, whose attendance at the ceremony was in doubt up 
to the last moment 

Weah received a special FIFA award for fair-play and the 
audience burst into prolonged applause when the African 
star handed over a one million escudo (56,0001 cheque to be 
donated to a society for the protection of children. 

The Liberian nearly did int make the trip to Lish™* 
!>ecause he faces a court action for damages in Poiiugu! 
after Porto defender Jorge Costa's nose was broken in "an 
incident at the end of a bad-tempered European Cup l .eague 
match between ihe Portuguese champions and AC Milan 
last November. 

Weah, who says he was -severely provoked by Costa, 
feared legal problems and a hostile reception in Lisbon and 
FIFA were unable to confinn his presence until only hours 
before the ceremony was due to begin. 

“The (fair play! award is an honour not just for Liberia but 
for the whole of the African continent," Weah said. 


Africa name 4 more players to face Europe 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
Africa have added four new 
players, including two from 
continental champions South 
Africa, to their squad for a 
match against a Eumpean 
select team in Lisbon next 
week. 

The Confederation of 
African Football (CAF) said 
on Tuesday the changes were 
necessary because of prob- 
lems securing the release of a 
number of key players origi- 
nally due to appear. 

South Africans Andre 
Arendse and Eric Tinkler and 
strikers Souieymane Sane of 
Senegal and Angolan Paulao 
are the four new squad mem- 
bers. 

CAF officials are srill bat- 
tling to secure playing per- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


mission fur seven players 
originally named in the squad 
while Liberia's George Weah 
will miss the game through 
injury. 

The Africans have confir- 
mation from 1 7 players, 
including the four newcom- 
ers. but Ore still hoping to 
beef up the squad with 
Nigerians Finidi George. 
Victor Ikpeba and veteran 
Ghanaian captain Abedi Pele 
Ayew. 

Spanish -based Jacques 
Songo'o and Nnurreiiine 
Naybet and Chad's Japhet 
Ndoram have not been 
released for the match, part of 
a campaign against racism in 
spon. 

Songo'o has been replaced 
by Arendse, who becomes 
only the second African- 
based player in the squad 
alongside fellow goalkeeper 


Abiodun Baruwa of Nigerian 
club Shooting Stars. Arendse 
plays tor South African 
champions Cape Town Spurs. 

Paulao. leading goal scorer 
in rhe African World Cup 
qualifiers, and Tinkler were 
originally named on a stand- 
by list for the game while 33- 
year-old Sane is called up 
because of his goalscoring 
form in the Swiss league. 

The African team will be 
coached by Algerian Rabah 
Madjer and managed by 
Mawade Wade, three-time 
national coach of Senegal and 
former member of CAFs 
executive committee. 

Squad: 

Goalkeepers: Andre 

Arendse (Cape Town Spurs 
and South Africa). Abiodun 
Baruwa (Shooting Stars and 
Nigeria) 

Defenders: Frank 


Amankwah (FC Gutersloh 
and Ghana). Celestine 
Babayaro (Anderlecht and 
Nigeria), Mark Fish t Lazio 
and South Africa). Uche 
Okechukwu (Fenerhache and 
Nigeria). Yasser Radwan 
(Hansa Rostock and Egypt). 
Taribo West (Auxerre and 
Nigeria) 

Midfielders: Daniel 

Amokachi (Besiktas and 
Nigeria). Mustapha Hadji 
(Sporting Lisbon and 
Morocco). Austin Okocha 
(Fenerhache and Nigeria). 
Sunday Oliseh (FC Cologne 
and Nigeria). Moussa Saib 
(Auxerre and Algeria). Eric 
Tinkler (Cagliari'and South 
Africa) 

Strikers: Tijani Babangida 
(Ajax Amsterdam and 
Nigeria). Paulao (Beniica and 
Angola). Souieymane Sane 
(Laussane and Senegal). 


WITH OliAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIR9CH 


A NO-CHOICE CHOICE 
Neither vulnerable. South-deals. 


NORTH 
a A E 10 7 
OJ9S 
CQ 764 
*K 4 


WEST 

*62 

OQ865 

05 

4 - J 987 3 2 


EAST 
* J9864 
U A 10 7 
OJ108 
+Aq 


SOOTH 

*Q3 

9K42 

OAK9S2 

*1065 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 

10 Pass 1 * Pass 

1 NT Paw 8 NT Pass 

Pan Pass 

Opening lead: Seven of * 

The world’s largest bridge to or- 
nament, the Epsom Pair*, played in 
more than 100 countries on June 9, 
was an exciting event. The very 
first hand gave participants a taste 
of what was in store 
The auction was simple enough. 
With a balanced minimum South 
preferred a re bid of one no trump to 
two diamonds, and North had no 


problem raising to game. (A jump to 
three diamonds with a balanced 
minimum would have little benefit 
and could easily get the bidding off 
the rads.) 

West led e low dub. and declarer 
had a brief moment of anxiety when 
dummy's king lost to the ace and 
the queen of dubs was returned. 
South gained a respite when East 
shifted to the seven of hearts. 
Would you play the king from hand 
or run it to the table's jack, and 
why? 

Obviously, if West can regain the 
lead the contract will be defeated — 
West has four mors dubs to cash. 
Therefore, the king from band is 
the correct technical play, twice as 
good as playing tow. Tiie latter loses 
if West has either the queen or the 
ace; the king gives up the lead only 
if West holds the ace. 

When the king wins, declarer 
runs five diamonds and East must 
discard carefully. It is easy to dis- 
card a spade, but the second pitch 
must be the ace of hearts. If east 
dings to that card and eJuHs a low 
heart instead, declarer can cash the 
queen and king of spades and then 
exit with a heart, eodplaying East 
for an overtrick. 


If you are looking for a product, 
service, or business ! 

You can find it easy in the 

PAGES 

“No other directory puts buyers & 
sellers together like Yellow Pages” 
Available Now At : 

Ahlia Abela, C Town, Safeway, all 
hotels and bookstores in Jordan, 

The Directories Co. 

Tel. 689669 / 693631 

or contact 

Jordan Distribution Agency. 

Tel. 630191 


JORDAN 


Yeiiow Paaes 
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From The Factory to The Customer 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY 
WITH A LEADING NGO 

Position: 

Senior Export Promoter/Marketing 
Specialist 

Quaiifications: 

1. University degree in Marketing/Advertising 
or other business-related field. Masters 
degree is highly desirable. 

2. Proven experience and success in inter- 
national and domestic product promotion. 

3. Experience in developing, implementing, 
monitoring and evaluating a marketing plan 
which emphasises a market driven approach 
to product design, production and distribu- 
tion. 

4. Strong interpersonal skills and the ability j 

to work in a team. j 

5. Computer skills desirable. J 

6. Fluency in English. 

Attractive salary and benefits package avail- 
able. Applications must be received no later 
than February 1 , 1 997, and directed to: 

The Executive Director, 

P.O. Box 5118, 

Amman - 11183, Jordan. 
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'Syrians seized Jordanian in row 
between hotel and military camp' 


AMMAN (AFP) — The abduction of a 
director at the Marriott Hotel in Beirut is 
linked to a personal dispute with Syrian sol- 
diers rather than anti-Syrian attacks, 
sources close to the Amman Marriott said 
Tuesday. 

The Syrian army, angered by the com- 
plaints' of the hotel administration over the 
behaviour of a number of soldiers manning 
a post near the hotel, was behind the abduc- 
tion of Darrar A! Karmi, the sources said. 

Mr. Karmi, a Jordanian national, who 
works for the U.S.-owned Marriott Hotel in 
Beirut, was taken away on Jan. 3 by three 
men from the Syrian intelligence services 
and has not been seen since. 

He had worked for the Marriott for 14 
yean;. He was employed at the Marriott 
Hotel in Amman before being transferred to 
Beirut 18 months ago to run the financial 
affaire of the hotel. 

The Marriott company has engaged two 
lawyers on the case. 

The sources denied earlier reports from 
Beirut that linked his seizure with recent 
anti-Syrian attacks. 

Thirteen people were killed and another 


40 injured in the New Year’s Eve bombing 
of a bus in the centre of Damascus. Earlier 
last month, a Syrian bus was ambushed 
north of Beirut and the driver shot dead. 

The Marriott Hotel, which opened last 
year, is located in the Jnah neighbourhood 
in west Beirut, next to a building occupied 
by the Syrian army. 

Three weeks ago. hotel officials engaged 
in a dispute with Syrian soldiers after com- 
plaining that the badly-maintained army 
post was harming rbe image of the luxury 
hotel. 

One official who had complained that the 
soldiers hanged their clothes on windows 
facing client rooms and left garbage in front 
of the building was even beaten, the sources 
said. 

The soldiers also tried to extort money 
from the hotel, a common practice .suffered 
by many institutions in Lebanon located 
near Syrian posts. 

Syria is the main power-broker in 
Lebanon, where it maintains a force of 
35.000 soldiers and intelligence agents, and 
has a treaty enabling it to detain suspects in 
Lebanon for questioning. 


Syrian and 
Lebanese 
leaders 
remember 
Bassel Assad 


‘Carlos’ defiant in rare 
Paris court appearance 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Top Syrian and Lebanese 
officials visited Tuesday the 
tomb of President Hafez Al 
Assad’s eldest son, Bassel. 
who died in a car accident 
three years ago. 

Bassel Assad, seen us a 
successor to the president, 
died on Jan. 21, 1994 at the 
age of 31. Ue was a major in 
the army and headed the 
presidential guard. 

Another son of the presi- 
dent. 32-year-old Bashar, 
was among those who made 
the trip to Qardaha. Mr. 
Assad’s native village 40*3 
kilometres northwest of 
Damascus, to pray and lay 
flowers on Basset’s tomb, 
officials said. 

They included Prime 
Minister Mahmoud Zoubi. 
Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Kader Kaddoura. Vice- 
President Zuhair Masharqu. 
several government minis- 
ters and Abdullah Al 
Ahmar. deputy secretary- 
general of i he ruling Baaih 
Pony. 

They visited the tomb 
along with Lebanese Health 
Minister Suleiman Franjieh, 
Tourism Minister Nicolas 
Fattoush and Industry 
Minister Shahe 

Barsoumian. 

In an article entitled 
“Bassel. the example, and 
Bashar, the hope." the Al 
Thawra official newspaper 
said Sunday the “Syrian 
people see in Bashar the 
continuity of the policy of 
the Syrian president.” 

“Bashar responded to the 
appeal of the Syrians who 
asked him to cam- Bassel’s 
message and continue the 
road with President Assad," 
the paper said. 

Captain Bashar Assad was 
promoted in November 
1994 to the rank of com- 
mander of a tank battalion. 


PARIS (R) — Guerrilla 
mastermind “Carlos the 
Jackal, undaunted after 
more than two years of 
detention in France, hit out 
at his cupiore on Monday 
and fenced verbally with the 
judge in a rare courtroom 
appearance. 

Dressed in an open-neck 
white shirt and a navy jack- 
et. the heavily built, mousta- 
chioed Carlos, 47, casually 
leaned forward, resting his 
elbows on the edge of the 
dock as he protested what 
he called a French travesty 
of justice. 

Judge Marline Anzani 
turned down his bid to be 
released in a an investiga- 
tion into two railway bomb- 
ings in 1983. 

The Venezuelan-born 
“professional revolution- 
ary." held since he was 
seized by French counter- 
espionage in Sudan in 
August 1994. said investiga- 
tors had nothing to link him 
to the bombing of a railway 
station in the Mediterranean 
port of Marseille in 1983 
and the bombing of a high 
speed train the same day. 
Four people died in the two 
attacks. 

The investigation of the 
two incidents is among sev- 
eral probes reopened by 
France after Carlos’ arrest. 
Others included an explo- 
sion on a Paris-Toulouse 
train in 1982 in which five 
people died. His boldest 
attack was the kidnapping 
of 1 1 OPEC oil ministers in 
Vienna in 1975. 

Carlos begun on Monday 
by apologising to Judge 
Anzani for his heavily- 
accented French. 

“Forgive my French but I 
have been held in France for 
2-1/2 years and 1 am pre- 
vented from studying. But 
with radio and television 1 
have tried to improve," 
Carlos, who is accused by 
France of killing 83 people 
in Europe and the Middle 
East, said. 

Judge Anzani had earlier 
detailed a probe including 


intelligence reports from 
Hungary and then- East 
Germany where Carlos is 
believed to have been based, 
and letters alleged to have 
been written by him and 
referring to a series of 
attacks in France. 

Carlos denied writing a 
letter received by a news 
agency after the two bomb- 
ings which referred to a 
French air force raid on 
Lebanon. But he branded 
the raid “a war crime com- 
mitted by a president of the 
French state, Francois 
Mitterrand." 

The four paramilitary gen- 
darmes flanking him stood 
stone-faced as he 
denounced police officers as 
“rotten and ready to sell 
their mother." He also 
rejected an expert opinion 
on letters attributed to him 
because it was based on 
photocopies. 

“People are trying to justi- 
fy my being placed under 
investigation and my pre- 
ventive custody on things 
like that — it's rubbish” 
Carlos said, glancing occa- 
sionally at notes. 

A comment that Judge 
Jean-Louis Broguiere. 
France’s chief ami-terrorism 
investigator, “likes showing 
off earned him a sharp 
rebuke from Judge Anzani: 
“It's not because there are 
people here that you are 
going to put on a show." 

Carlos, his complexion 
slightly flushed as he 
brushed away repeated 
attempts by the judge to cut 
him short, dismissed the 
French investigations as “a 
travesty. I refuse to cooper- 
ate. I’m not an informer.” 

The judge quoted him as 
felling investigators during 
questioning about the 
bombings: “1 am not going 
to give details of conversa- 
tions at the Elysee (presi- 
dential palace) between 
President Francois 

Mitterrand and Arab heads 
of state." 

Mitterrand died a year 


League 

welcomes 

Mogadishu 

agreement 


CAIRO (AFP) — The 
Arab League Tuesday 
hailed the accord between 
the leaders of the two main 
Somali factions on reunify- 
ing Mogadishu, which has 
been divided for five years. 

Rival Somali warlords 
Hussein Aideed and Ali 
Mahdi Mohammad said 
Monday they had agreed to 
abolish the border dividing 
Mogadishu and remove 
roadblocks in the war-rav- 
aged capital. 

“The Arab League wel- 
comes this positive step, 
supports.. ■, ... Mogadishu,’* 
emergence from isolation 
and- . favours, -r^^endKig 
humanitarian aid convoys” 
there, said Ahmad Ben 
Helli, the pan-Arab organi- 
sation's official on 
Somalia. 

He said the league hoped 
to see “the continuation of 
the Somali brothers’ posi- 
tive dialogue.” 

The warlords also dis- 
cussed the possible reopen- 
ing of Mogadishu’s air and 
sea ports which have been 
closed for the past two 
years because warring fac- 
tions disagreed on how to 
share revenue. 

Mr. Ben Helli said the 
Arab League in 1994 had 
proposed that the opposing 
sides in the league member 
state form “a joint commis- 
sion to manage the airport 
and port of Mogadishu and 
to open (the capital)" to 
humanitarian aid 

Somalia has been without 
a government since the fill 
of dictator Mohammad 
Siad Barre in January 
1991. 

Mr. Aideed said Somalia 
was currently experiencing 
drought and the sea port 
was needed to receive 
humanitarian aid from 
abroad. 

Monday’s meeting was 
the second direct encounter 
between Mr. Aideed and 
Mr. Ali Mahdi since Mr. 
Aideed assumed the lead- 
ership of the United Somali 
Congress/Somali National 
Alliance (USC/5NA) fac- 
tion in August following 
the death of his father, 
General Mohammad Furah 
Aideed 

They first met in Nairobi 
and signed a peace accord 
in October 1996. under 
which they agreed to end 
hostilities, dismantle road- 
blocks and observe an 
immediate ceasefire in the 
war-ioro Somali capital. 

But fighting erupted soon 
after they returned to 
Mogadishu. 

The decision by the two 
warlords to meet Monday 
came as a surprise because 
Mr. Ali Mahdi had vowed 
Sunday that he would not 
meet Mr. Aideed, unless he 
abandoned his claim that 
he was Somalia's interim 
president. 

Mr Ali Mahdi also 
claims to be the Horn of 
Africa country's interim 
president. 
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Iraq seeks U.N. approval 
for air spraying of crops 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iraq on Tuesday 
asked France to help it obtain permission to 
use aircraft to spray its crops with pesticides 
in a bid to boost form output while also push- 
ing for a complete lifting of the U.N. sanc- 
tions. 

“We hope France and friendly countries 
will increase efforts to obtain a lifting of 
restrictions" on the use of aircraft, said the 
Undersecretary of State for Agriculture 
Bassel Kamel DulalL 

“The ban on using our planes hurts our 
agriculture production especially,” the offi- 
cial said at die opening of a French food and 
agriculture exhibition in Baghdad. 

He complained that “the United Nations 
has not granted exemptions to Iraq to allow 
it to maintain its agriculture production.” 

U JSI. trade and oil sanctions were imposed 
on Iraq after it invaded Kuwait in August 
1990. 

i Saying they are acting under U.N. resolu- 
tions to protect Kurds and Shiite Muslims 
from Iraqi government attack, the United 
States and Britain enforce bans on Iraqi 
flights north of the 36th Parallel and south of 
the 33rd Parallel. 

France withdrew from enforcing the north- 
ern no-fly zone at the end of last year but 
Still helps enforce the southern nonfiy zone 
although from south of the 32nd Parallel. 

Around 50 French firms dealing in dairy 
products, food preservation products and 
equipment were taking part in the three-day 
exhibition called Agrifrance aT Baghdad’s 
Al Rasheed Hotel.. Among the companies 
taking part are Serac, Adepta, Bayle, 
Sodiaal, Emery, Soviba and others. 

France’s was Iraq’s main Western trade 
partner before Iraq invaded Kuwait in 1990. 


Baghdad owes Paris more than $5 billion 
and the French are keen to restore economic 
ties once the embargo is lifted. 

France irked Iraq this month by refusing to 
give medical treatment on French territory to 
President Saddam Hussein’s eldest son 
Uday, who was wounded by unidentified 
gunmen in Baghdad on Dec. 12. 

The French business delegation is led by a 
former chief of staff of Fiance’s aimed 
forces, Jeannou Lacaze, who chairs the Iraqi- 
French Council for Commerce and Industry. 

Hundreds of businessmen from around the 
world have been visiting Baghdad in recent 
months in a bid to clinch deals for sales of 
'food and medicine under a humanitarian 
agreement with the United Nations 
launched in December. 

Under the deal, Iraq can sell $2 billion of 
oil over six months to pay for food and med- 
icine as well as U.N. costs and contribute to 
war reparations stemming from the invasion 
of Kuwait 

Meanwhile,^ unions and trade associations 
complained of Iraqi suffering under the 
sanctions and urged the United Nations to 
lift the full embargo in a message to the U.N. 
Development Programme offices in 
Baghdad. 

Workers, women and students chanted slo- 
gans lashing out at the United States, blam- 
ing it for the trade sanctions imposed on Iraq. 

They denounced the forces which domi- 
nate foe U.N. and “maintain the criminal 
embargo” 

The organisations rallied as part of cere- 
monies marking the sixth anniversary of the 
U.S.-led Gulf war against Iraq from Jan. 17 
to Feb. 28, 1991. . 


Slain dissident's family appeals 


against release of Iraqi diplomats 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — 
Relatives of an Iraqi opposi- 
tion leader murdered in the 
Lebanese capital - in 1994 
launched a judicial appeal 
Tuesday to prevent the release 
of three Iraqi diplomats 
detained over the killing. 

Lebanese authorities 
announced Monday that 
Fares Kamel, Ali Sultan 
Darwish and* Hadi Hassun 
Najm — held since 70-year- 
b» 'Shiite MuMiftV 
non member Taleb Souheil 
was gunned down in April 
1994 — would be released 
within a day. 

The judge in the case. Said 
Muza, made the decision 
after receiving a Foreign 
Ministry report confirming 
the three had diplomatic sta- 
tus. 

Following foe decision to 
release the diplomats on S33 
bail each, relatives of Souheil 
were given 24 hours to appeal 
the ruling in court. 

However, Lebanese judicial 
sources said Tuesday that the 
relatives’ appeal was unlikely 
lo prevent foe diplomats’ 
release. 

They added that the court 
charged with examining the 
appeal made no decision 
on Tuesday, and would not 
meet again before Thursday. 


Jordan decries release decision 


The Jordanian government has decried the Lebanese deci- 
sion to free the three Iraqi diplomats; the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra said in a two-line dispatch late Tuesday 
night, noting that Taleb Souheil, the murder victim, held 
Jordanian nationality. 


A Lebanese citizen, George 
Taijanian, also arrested over 
the murder, was likewise 
ordered- -io be freed on pay- 
ment of bail of $ 193. 

wrap “•« vm 

Jordanian and Saudi pass- 
ports, was a leading mem- 
ber of the London-based 
council for a free Iraq which 
opposes President Saddam 
Husseih. 

The London-based Iraqi 
opposition umbrella group, 
foe Iraqi National Congress 
(INC), has strongly con- 
demned Lebanon’s decision 
to free the diplomats. 

Haroun Mohammad, a 
spokesman for the Jordan- 
based Iraqi National Accord 
"said the three were security 
agents, not really diplomats, 
and denounced their release 
as "unacceptable and illogi- 
cal” 

The INC said it ‘’will 
encourage Saddam to cany 
out more terrorism in 
Lebanon and elsewhere." 

Two of the diplomats were 


□nested near the Iraqi 
embassy just after Souheil 
was gunned down as 'he 
answered*' ^the: door- -to— Ihs 
B eirut apartment- 
’"TWb’ meSMf 100k teftige'ta 
embassy, sparking a stand-off 
with authorities that led 
Lebanon to sever diplomatic 
ties with Baghdad. They were 
larer seized by security men at 
Beirut aftport after a car chase 
across the city. 

One week after the killing, 
Beirut broke off diplomatic 
relations with Baghdad after 
the Iraqi authorities failed to 
lift the suspects’ diplomatic 
immunity. 

At the time, Lebanese 
Foreign Minister Fares 
Bouez said the diplomats had 
confessed their involvement 
and that they were intelli- 
gence agents. 

Iraq itself has denied any 
involvement in the rnunipr 
and accuses Lebanon of vio- 
lating the 1961 Vienna 
Convention regarding diplo- 
matic relations.. 


Cyprus accuses Turkey of waging 
’war of nerves' in missile stand-off 


NICOSIA (AFP) — Turkey is waging a “war 
of nerves” in foe Cyprus missile crisis by 
threatening to boost its military presence on foe 
divided island, foe Cypriot government said 
Tuesday. 

“It already has 35,000 soldiers and 400 
American tanks and it makes military use of 
the ports and airports in northern Cyprus, so 
what’s new in foe threat to build military 
bases?” asked government spokesman 
frlannakis Cassoulides. 

* “The whole ofthe north of foe island is a mil- 
itary base,” he said, adding that Turkish war- 
planes based on the mainland were only five 
minutes’ flying time from Cyprus. 

Ankara is “waging a war of nerves to try and 
force us to cancel the missile contract,” said the 
spokesman for foe Greek-Cypriot administra- 
tion. 

The government’s purchase in early January 
of S-300 anti-aircraft missiles from Russia, 
triggering the crisis, aims to “prevent Thricey 
from using its air supremacy to hold us 
hostage,” Me Cassoulides said. 

Ankara has threatened a military strike if the 


Greek Cypriote go ahead with foe deployment 
of foe missiles, which have a range of 150 kilo- 


metres, on the grounds that they pose a threat to 
aviation over south Turkey. 

But a diplomat in Nicosia said foe missiles 
are only accurate over a range of 80 kilometres, 
restricting their use to attacks on Turkish planes 
overflying the Mediterranean on the 60-kilo- 
metre crossing to Cyprus. 

The United States has opposed both foe 
Turkish military threats and foe Greek-Cypriot 
decision-tobuy foe missiles. 

A senior envoy said here last week he had 
defused the crisis by obtaining a pledge from 
President Glafcos Clerides that deployment of 
the missiles would not start for 16 months. 

According to Tufkish-Cyprivu leader Rauf 


Denkxash, Turkey will do everything in its 
power to block the deployment 

“Thikey cannot afford to have an area 
between southern Anatolia and Cyprus dosed 
by Greek missiles, because these are Greek 
missiles, because this is Greece playing here 
dirty games against Turkey,” he said Monday in 
Ankara. 

Turkey, meanwhile, threatened to set up air 
and naval bases in breakaway northern Cyprus 
if Greece carries through its plan to set up bases 
in the southern part ofthe island. 

With the missile crisis on hold, diplomats 
arid. Turkey has-switched the focus to the 1 993 
defence pact between Athens and the Greek 
Cypriots under which they are building a joint 
naval and air base. J 

Greece has warned any new Turkish advance 
on the island would mean war. 

In a bid to cut down the riski of a confronta- 
tion between foe two North Atlantic Treaty 
Otgantsanon (NATO) allies, foe United sS 
caUMfor a moratorium on military overflights 

But Mr. derides on Saturday in Athens ruled 
out such a proposal. 

JAJult of foe overflights would mean that we 
recognise the nght of Turkey to share with us 
ownenlnp of our airspace. This cannot be 
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commg months ahead of talks in 1998 £ 
Cyprus to join foe EU (European Urtion) 
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Fruit vendor gets 
$48m tax demand 


Jeweller falls for 
suitcase of fake cash 


Woman releases 
cobras in bar 


Actress who was 
voice of Snow White 
is dead at 80 


LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Adriana Caselotri, who 
earned a place in animated 
film history as foe voice of 
the Walt Disney cartoon 
character Snow White, has 
died. Walt Disney Co. said 
Caselotri died at her home 
in Los Angeles following a 
bout with cancer. She was 
80 years old. Caselotri won 
the lead vocal role in 
Snow White and foe 
Seven Dwarfs” 60 years 
ago after a casting agent 
contacted her father, a 
noted voice coach. More 
than 150 women had audi- 
tioned for the pan but none 
had the “ageless, friendly, 
natural and innocent" Voice 
Disney was seeking. 
Listening in on her father’s 
conversation, foe younger 
Caselotri chimed in. 
Wouldn't my voice dor 
After making the film, she 
remained active in publici- 
ty activities surrounding its 
many reissues, and contin- 
ued to entertain her fans by 
singing such songs as 
i>ome Day My Prince Win 
Lome and "Whistle While 
You Work." 



CAMPOBASSO, Italy <R) 

— An Italian fruit and veg- - 
etable vendor, who said he - 
bad stopped paying his 
taxes two years ago 
because he could not afford - 
it, was given a bill for 76 
billion lire ($48 million). 
Officials served Giuseppe 
Scirocco, 39, with the 
demand at his home, AGI 
news agency reported. His 
wife fainted when she 
heard the size of the bill. 
“I’m just a poor vendor,” 
said Scirocco, who has 
three children aged 20, 18 
and 15. “Now they want all -j 
that money and I can’t even 
remember what a 100,000 
lire note looks like.” 


PARIS (R) — Swindlers 
have bought 24 million 
francs ($4.5 million) worth 
of jewels from a top Paris 
jeweller with forged mark 
banknotes, police sources 
said Claiming to act for a 
wealthy foreigner request- 
ing anonymity, the thieves 
arranged a meeting in a 
specially rented lounge at a 
smart Paris hotel. They 
handed over a suitcase fuU 
of 1 ,000-raark banknotes .in 
return for the jewels case 
and had vanished by the 
time the bank told the jew- 
el ler the notes were forged. 
The sources declined to 
identify the jeweller, but 
said his offices were on 
Place Vendome, where the 
French capital’s most 
famed jewellery companies 
have their headquarters. 


JAKARTA (R)— A jilted 
Indonesian woman 

released six cobras in a 
crowded karaoke bar in 
Jakarta to teach her former 
boyfriend a lesson, the 
Antara news agency said 
No one was injured. Antara 
said the woman. 29, 
released the cobras at the 
bar where her former 
boyfriend of three years 
worked “The woman con- 
fessed she intentionally 
brought the poisonous 
snakes to foe karaoke bar to 
give her unfaithful 
boyfriend a lesson,” it saud. 
The woman said her former 
lover, identified only as Tu, 
was having an affair with a 
co-worker. “Tired of 
searching for Tu she 
released foe cobras among 
foe crowd, which ran hel- 
ter-skelter,” said Antara. 
One of the cobras was 
clubbed to death by police- 
men and the bar’s security 
guards but no one was bit- 
ten. The woman and the 
cobras were taken inro 
police custody. 
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